
The New York Public Library for the Performing Arts

DOING RESEARCH: Accessing Archival Material 
The New York Public Library for the Performing Arts houses one of the world’s most extensive  
combinations of circulating, reference, and rare archival collections in its field. These materials are  
available to access free of charge. An essential resource for everyone with an interest in the arts— 
whether professional or amateur—the Library is known particularly for its prodigious collections of  
non-book materials.

AUDIOVISUAL MATERIALS
Anyone can stream digitized audio recordings from the Library for the Performing Arts’s collection while onsite, with or 
without a library card, using the computer terminals on the third floor. Headphones are available for checkout from the 
Playback desk. Staff at the Music & Recorded Sound reference desk can help you locate audio files using online finding 
aids. Please note: Recording of any kind is strictly prohibited.

MANUSCRIPT MATERIALS
New patrons can use the following steps to get started requesting and accessing manuscript materials at LPA.

Please note: You may take non-flash photographs of any items within the collection for personal use only.  
Tripods and monopods are not permitted. More information can be found by visiting our online Photography and 
Photocopying Policy.

For high-quality reproductions or permission to publish, you may place orders through NYPL’s Permissions and  
Reproduction Services department by emailing permissions@nypl.org or visiting nypl.org/permissions.

1)    Sign up for your free library card at the Circulation  
Desk on the Plaza Level.

2)    Visit the third floor, where you will be asked  
to check your jacket and bags for security and  
collections preservation purposes.

3)    Use a library computer or your own laptop to access  
the Library’s finding aids. (See reverse for more for  
more information on how to use finding aids).

4)   Identify the items you would like to see by their  
box number. You can request up to four boxes  
at a time. 

5)     Complete a call slip, available throughout the  
third floor and at each computer terminal.  

6)    Bring your completed call slip to the Music &  
Recorded Sound librarian at the Reference Desk.  
Once your slip has been reviewed, bring it to a  
staff member at the adjacent Print Delivery desk.

7)    While waiting for materials to be delivered,  
first-time visitors will need to fill out a researcher 
registration form at the Special Collections Reference 
Desk in the Special Collections Reading Room on the 
third floor and review the outlined guidelines. This  
form can also be downloaded from nypl.org and  
completed in advance of your visit.

8)    When your materials are ready, the last four digits  
of your library card will be posted on the monitor in  
the Special Collections Reading Room, where staff 
will assist you. 

For more information: nypl.org/loureed



Acquired by The New York Public Library in 
2017, the Lou Reed Archive documents the 
history of Reed’s life as a musician, composer, 
poet, writer, photographer, and tai-chi 
student through his own extensive papers, 
photographs, recordings and other materials. 
The archive spans Reed’s creative life—from  
his 1958 Freeport High School band, the 
Shades, to his final performances in 2013.

Like most archival collections at NYPL, the  

contents of the Lou Reed Archive are described  

in a finding aid, which is available through the 

Library’s Archives Portal at archives.nypl.org.  

This finding aid contains information about how 

the archive is organized as well as the contents  

of each container. 

The Lou Reed Archive finding aid includes  

“Overview” and “Detailed Description” tabs  

across the top of the page. When the Overview 

tab is highlighted, general information will appear 

about what the collection contains, how it is 

arranged, along with biographical information 

about Lou Reed that contextualizes the collection. 

When the Detailed Description tab is highlighted, 

an inventory will appear of boxes, folders, tubes, 

and/or digital items; an outline of the collection 

will appear on the left side of the screen.

SERIES AND SUBSERIES
The Lou Reed Archive is arranged into eight series  
of folders and items that relate to different facets  
of Reed’s career. The eight series include: 

1.  RECORDINGS: 600+ hours of live recordings,  
demos, studio recordings, and interviews

2. OFFICE FILES

3.  TOURS AND PERFORMANCES: Tour itineraries, 
agreements, road manager notes, and paperwork

4.  PHOTOGRAPHS: Images including artist prints  
and inscriptions by the photographers as well  
as Reed’s own extensive photography work

5. WRITING

6.  ART AND DESIGN: Album, book, and tour artwork;  
mock-ups, proofs, and match-prints

7. PRESS

8. PERSONAL COLLECTION: Books, LPs and 45s

To locate items of interest within a series, click on 
a series name in the outline on the left-hand side  
of the screen, and you will be taken to a detailed 
contents list. 

Titles of items or folders are listed in the right  
column. Locations of items and folders (referred to  
as “instances” in the finding aid) are listed in the left 
column. To request an item, write down the box 
number or tube number on a call slip (see reverse).

Staff members at the Music & Recorded Sound 
Reference Desk on the third floor are available to 
help you navigate the finding aid and request items.

The New York Public Library for the Performing Arts

GETTING STARTED: Navigating the Lou Reed Archive 

For more information: nypl.org/loureed


