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Barnes & Noble NOOK 

Simple Touch/Kobo (e-ink) 
 
You will need: a library card and PIN, a Nook, a computer where you can download software, a USB 
cable, and an Adobe ID.  
File types: PDF, EPUB, MP3 on some models 

Getting started 

1. Make sure you have a current library card and PIN. 
2. Go to adobe.com on your personal computer and launch the Adobe Digital Editions installer. 

http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/ 
3. Follow the instructions provided and download the program. It should open once installation 

is complete. 
4. Get an Adobe ID: you can create one when prompted within Digital Editions as you 

authorize your computer, or go directly to the Adobe.com membership site. Don't forget 
your ID, you will need it to authorize your Nook later. 

Customizing your eNYPL lending periods  

1. Go to http://ebooks.nypl.org, and click Sign In in the upper right corner of the screen. Enter 
your library card number and PIN and click Sign In.  

2. Click Account and then click Settings. Choose your lending period preferences and click 
Save. If you set your eBook lending period to 21 days, you will be able to return books early 
if you are finished with them. 

Checking out e-books 

You will want to check out books marked as EPUB or PDF format. Both are compatible, but EPUB is 
better for enlarging print, and PDF is better for viewing image-heavy materials and  
non-Roman text. 

1. You can search for a title, author, subject, or keyword, or you can browse titles by subject at 
http://ebooks.nypl.org. Browse eBooks by subject 

2. Click on View more… at the bottom of the Browse eBooks by subject column to see a full 
dropdown list of subjects and genres to browse. Click on a subject to view a list of titles. 

3. You can use the Filter search by: options on the left side of the screen to limit your results 
to EPUB or PDF e-books under Format. 

4. When you are browsing titles a black book icon on the cover of an item indicates that it is 
available to borrow. If a greyed-out book icon appears, the item is currently unavailable to 
borrow, but you can place a hold on it.  

5. After you select a subject or after you perform a search, you can use the Filter search by: 
options and choose Available Now under Show me… to see only e-books that you can 
borrow immediately. 

6. Click the cover of the e-book you want and then click Borrow.  



www.nypl.org/ebookcentral	  
 

7. If the item is not available you will see a Place a Hold button instead of the Borrow button. 
If you place a hold on the title, you will receive an email notifying you when it is available for 
checkout.  

8. If you are not already logged in to eNYPL, you will be prompted to enter your library card 
number and PIN and click Sign In. After you sign in, you will see the e-book you borrowed 
on your eNYPL Bookshelf.  

9. Click Download and then select the desired format: Adobe EPUB , Open ePUB, PDF and 
Open PDF formats are compatible with the Nook.  If you see a green checkmark next to your 
chosen format, click Confirm & Download. 

10. A dialog box will appear, prompting you to open an acsm file. Open the file with Adobe 
Digital Editions. 

11. The e-book will appear in your Library under All Items, and also as part of the Borrowed 
category. Once the download is complete, Adobe Digital Editions will open the book. 

12. Once the e-book appears in your Adobe Digital Editions Library, connect the Nook to your 
computer using the USB cable. The first time you do this, you will have to authorize your 
Nook with your Adobe ID to be able to transfer protected content to and from the Nook.  

Reading e-books 

1. After authorization, the Nook appears as a new bookshelf in Digital Editions. Simply drag 
and drop books from other bookshelves (All Items or Borrowed) by hovering over the Nook 
bookshelf until it’s highlighted and the little red “x” turns into a green “+” sign.. 

2. On the Nook, there are two sections of My Library: My B&N Library and My Documents. 
Your NYPL e-books (and other files you sideload onto your Nook) will appear in My 
Documents. 

3. After you transfer your e-books to Nook using Digital Editions, eject your Nook. Select My 
Library, and then View My Documents. You may need to press Check for New Content to 
display the e-books you just transferred. 

4. Read! 

Returning e-books 

Books will expire when the lending period is over and you won't be able to access them any longer. 
1. To return a book early: Connect your Nook to your computer. 
2. In Adobe Digital Editions, click to view your Nook's library.  
3. Click the arrow in the upper left corner of the book cover. Select Return Borrowed Item. 
4. Do the same thing in the All Items bookshelf. 

 
 


