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> REAL-TIME TRAVEL INFORMATION
An Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) was implemented 
at the GWB that uses automated incident detection information 
to decrease response and removal times. More than 30 state-
of-the-art electronic variable-message signs provide real-time
decision-making information to motorists on the roadways leading
to the bridge. Also included are fully coordinated closed-circuit
vision cameras and customer emergency call boxes. Another
ITS component, Highway Advisory Telephone (HAT), provides
GWB motorists a toll-free telephone number (1-877-PA ROADS)
to report an emergency or to find out current traffic and weather
conditions at the bridge. 

> ON FOOT & BICYCLE
Sidewalks are available to the public on both the north and 
south sides of the bridge. In New Jersey, the sidewalk entrances 
are located on Hudson Terrace in Fort Lee. In New York, the
south sidewalk is located near the corner of 178th Street and
Cabrini Boulevard, and the north sidewalk is located near the
corner of 179th Street and Cabrini Boulevard.

Normally, pedestrians are permitted to use both sidewalks, and
bicyclists are permitted to ride their bikes on the south sidewalk.
However, due to bridge repainting, the north sidewalk is closed
until further notice. Bicyclists and pedestrians share the south
sidewalk, and all sidewalk users are encouraged to exercise
extra caution when crossing the south sidewalk. A ramp 
is available at the entrance and exit to the south sidewalk.
General sidewalk guidelines are posted at entrances to the
walkways. The sidewalks are open seven days a week, unless
otherwise noted at the sidewalk entrances. In the event of
major painting or construction projects, there may be restrictions 
or closures on either sidewalk.

The Port Authority is committed to the safety and security 

of our facilities and the customers who use them. We have

dedicated substantial portions of our capital resources to 

security enhancements. These safety measures are similar 

to those being taken by all agencies nationwide to thwart 

potential terrorists and are constantly updated utilizing 

intelligence gathered from the Port Authority Police, state 

and local authorities, and various federal agencies.

For the latest construction closures or information, please call 
our Customer Connection at (800) 221-9903. The Customer
Connection is a service of the Tunnels, Bridges & Terminals
Department – Customer Relations Division.

> STATISTICS
Opened to traffic: 

Upper Level October 25, 1931
Lower Level August 29, 1962

Bus Station Opened January 17, 1963
Length of Bridge (between anchorages) 4,760 feet
Width of bridge 119 feet
Width of roadway 90 feet
Height of tower above water 604 feet
Water clearance of bridge at mid-span 212 feet
Number of toll lanes:

Upper Level 12*
Lower Level 12*
Palisades Interstate Parkway 7*

* All toll lanes are equipped to accept E-ZPass as a form of toll payment.

The George Washington Bridge Bus Station in Washington 
Heights, NYC, is linked with the Upper Level of the George
Washington Bridge by special ramps for buses only. 
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The towers and suspended structure 
contain more than 43,000 tons of steel.

>Suspension Bridge Profile

>
One of the most 
recognizable 
structures …
in the metropolitan area is also one of the most
important. The George Washington Bridge (GWB),
a vital passage connecting New York City and 
New Jersey, helps people in the community arrive 
at work, visit family and friends, and enjoy the
great experiences our region has to offer. As part 
of Interstate Highway I-95, it is a primary route 
for commercial vehicles in the Northeast Corridor.
The staff of The Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey responsible for managing the GWB
is part of an innovative team that maintains 
and improves this impressive structure. We are
committed to preserving this crossing as a safe,
reliable way to travel – so everyone in the region
can get where they have to go.

> THE NUTS AND BOLTS
The two-level GWB spans the Hudson River between upper
Manhattan (West 178th Street) and Fort Lee, New Jersey. This 
suspension bridge was designed by Othmar H. Ammann, the 
Port Authority’s Chief Engineer at the time. Ground was broken 
for the original six-lane bridge in October 1927, and the Port
Authority opened the bridge to traffic on October 25, 1931.
Subsequently, in 1946, two additional lanes were added to 
the upper level.

The lower level was opened on August 29,1962 providing six
lanes for traffic. These additional lanes increased the capacity of the
bridge by 75 percent, making the GWB the world’s only 14-lane
suspension bridge. And today, seventy-three years since inception,
it is now one of the world’s busiest bridges. In 1981, the GWB
was designated a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark 
by the American Society of Civil Engineers.

The magnificent, 604-foot towers of the bridge (shown on cover)
were illuminated from their interior for the first time on July 4,
2000. There are 380 light fixtures mounted throughout each of
the two towers, for a total of 760 fixtures. They are connected
with seven miles of steel conduit and 31 miles of wiring.

> SYMBOL OF FREEDOM
The GWB is the proud home of the world’s largest free-flying 
United States flag. The flag, which is located under the upper arch
of the New Jersey tower, drapes vertically for 90 feet and flies
freely, responding to breezes from the Hudson River or Palisades.
The flag’s stripes are approximately five feet wide, and the stars
measure about four feet in diameter. Weather permitting, the flag 
is flown on major holidays and on special dates that honor those
we lost on September 11, 2001.

> CONSTANT ENHANCEMENTS 
Since its opening to traffic in 1931, the steel elements of the
GWB have been regularly repainted to provide protection from
rust and corrosion. In 1995, the Port Authority began utilizing an
innovative new bridge painting system that grants longer lasting
protection and better safeguards the environment than earlier
methods. Continuing through 2006, as part of the Port Authority’s 

consistent efforts to improve its facilities, the bridge’s massive
steel towers will undergo a $54 million capital improvement.
Both steel structures will be rehabilitated, as the towers will be
stripped of their existing paint and then repainted.

As a note, during the tower repainting, the U.S. flag will not be flown when the
upper portion of either tower is being painted. Also, the tower lights that shine for
major holidays will not be illuminated on the tower undergoing rehabilitation.

> CONNECTING ROADWAYS
In New Jersey, the roadways leading to the bridge provide the 
flexibility for motorists to use either the upper or lower level. 
Two four-lane approach and departure roadways connect to 
the upper level, with connections to and from the lower level via
two three-lane tunnels through the Palisades. The New Jersey
approach system provides connections between both levels of
the bridge and highways US-1, US-9W, US-46, NJ-4, I-80, I-95,
and the Palisades Interstate Parkway.  

The Palisades Interstate Parkway and lower level toll plazas are available nightly
for E-ZPass customers only. The hours are Sunday–Thursday, 11:00 p.m. until 
6:00 a.m., and Friday and Saturday, 11:00 p.m. until 7:00 a.m. Trucks and other
commercial vehicles using the GWB must traverse the upper level at all times.

The twelve-lane Trans-Manhattan Expressway, extending eastward
from the bridge to the Harlem River Drive between 178th and 179th

Streets, connects both levels of the bridge with Amsterdam Avenue,
the Harlem River Drive and the 181st Street Bridge over the Harlem
River. The expressway connects directly with the Alexander Hamilton
Bridge, which spans the Harlem River as part of the Cross Bronx
Expressway (I-95) and the Major Deegan Expressway (I-87).
Both the upper and lower levels connect to the Henry Hudson
Parkway and Riverside Drive on the west side of Manhattan. 

760 fixtures illuminate the GWB towers.
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