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Descriptive Summary   

Title:  American Association for Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation, Records, 1931-1968  

Collection ID:  (S) *MGZMD 3  

Creator:  American Association for Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation  

Size:  80 folders  

Repository:  The New York Public Library for the Performing Arts 
Jerome Robbins Dance DivisionNew York, New York  

Languages 
Represented:  English  

 
 

 

Administrative Information   

Source:  Gift. American Association for Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation. Material received on 3/10/69. 

Access:  The collection is open to research.  

Preferred 
Citation:  

American Association for Health, Physical Education and Recreation 
Records , (S) *MGZMD, Jerome Robbins Dance Division, The New York 
Public Library for the Performing Arts.  

 
 

 
Organizational History  

The American Association for Health, Physical Education and Recreation (AAHPER) is 
a service organization whose founding dates back to November 27, 1885 when William 
Gilbert Anderson, an instructor of physical education at Adelphi Academy, Brooklyn, 
invited a group of people working in the gymnastic field to come together to discuss their 
profession. A successor to the American Physical Education Association, it changed it 
name in 1975 to the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education and Recreation, 
and, in 1979 to the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and 
Dance (AAHPERD). As of 2003, AAHPERD was an alliance of six national 



associations, which includes the National Dance Association, and six regional 
associations. It sponsors conventions, professional development, scholarships, and 
publications. Headquartered in Reston, VA, it has 26,000 members. 

Scope and Content Note  

The bulk of this collection consists of the official financial and administrative files and 
reports of the American Association for Health, Physical Education, and Recreation 
(AAHPER), a division of the Department of the National Education Association in 
Washington, D.C. These records appear in ditto, mimeo, carbon copies, and xerox 
reproductions of the originals on file in the AAHPER Archives in Washington, D.C. The 
material covers the Association's activities from 1931-1968. Of particular interest are: a 
History of the Dance Section 1930-50 and a card file bibliography by AAHPER and its 
antecedents with page references to dance material. 

Arrangement   
The collection is arranged alphabetically by folder title. 

Container List   

f. 1   Aahper-duplicates 

f. 2   Aahper-general 

f. 3   Aahper-report to 

f. 4   Arts in Education 

f. 5   Budget & financial 

f. 6   Chairman elect - report 

f. 7   College directory 

f. 8 - 9   Conferences 

f. 10   Convention 

f. 11   Curriculum Study Committee 

f. 12   Dance Therapy 

f. 13   Designs for Dance 

f. 14   District Chairmen 

f. 15   District & State Officers 

f. 16 - 21   District reports 



f. 22   Division status 

f. 23   Dream committee 

f. 24 - 26   Editor's reports 

f. 27   Exploration Committee on status of Dance in the Elementary School 

f. 28   Guiding principles - production 

f. 29   Heritage Committee 

f. 30   History - Dance Section 1930-50 

f. 31   Job analyses 

f. 32   Legislative board - correspondence 

f. 33 - 34   Legislative board - members 

f. 35   Legislative board - roster 

f. 36 - 54   Legislative Board (reports, agenda, etc.) 
arranged alphabetically by city 

f. 55 - 59   Minutes 

f. 55 - 56   Legislative Board. - Minutes 

f. 57   Legislative Board members. Minutes 

f. 58   Executive Council - Boston. Minutes 

f. 59   Offical Board Minutes - quotations from 

f. 60 - 61   National Council of Arts in Education 

f. 62   NSD roster 

f. 63   Newsletter to Legislative Board 

f. 64   Nomination & election procedures 

f. 65   Necrology 

f. 66   Officers meeting - Greensboro 

f. 67   Operating Code 

f. 68   Past Chairman - report 



f. 69   Platform 

f. 70   Public Relations 

f. 71 - 73   Publications 

f. 74   Research committee 

f. 75   Ruth Whitney Jones Fund 

f. 76 - 77   Secretary 

f. 78   State Chairmen 

f. 79   Vice Chairman - report 

f. 80   Card file bibliography of publications 
1880-1929 by AAHPER and its antecedents with page references to 
dance material. 
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