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BY CHRISTOPHER MOORE

T
he Schomburg Center’s staff was 
not going to let Howard Dodson’s 
most recent birthday go unmarked. 
A surprise 70th birthday party in 
early June caught the busy Chief 

momentarily off-guard. Taking a few min-
utes to receive a staff wish-list of sentiments 
for his continued good health, prosperity, 
and peace, he talked briefly and cordially 
with many staffers, before continuing on 
his indefatigable daily regiment of Schom-
burg Center duties, as he approaches his 
25th Anniversary of service as Chief.

Reviewing Dodson’s 25 years as Chief 
of the Schomburg Center is to take a look 
not only at the Schomburg Center, but at 

the changes which have taken place in the 
world. In 1984, Rev. Jesse Jackson, like pre-
decessors Dick Gregory and Shirley Ch-
isholm, staged a valiant though ultimately 
unsuccessful run for the presidency of the 
United States; and New York City had yet to 
elect its first African-American mayor.

On September 17, 1984, after an ex-
tensive national search, Dodson began his 
career as Chief. Since his appointment, 
he has devoted his talents to making the 
Schomburg Center a major hub of black 
cultural life, an institution renowned for 
collecting, preserving, interpreting, and 
providing access to materials document-
ing the history and culture of Africa and 
the African Diaspora.

In his first newsletter address as Chief, 
Dodson outlined his initiatives and future 
plans for the Center. “What are the intel-
lectual, historical, and cultural problems 

Howard Dodson’s 25 Years as Chief
The Schomburg Center Celebrates 

BY SYLVIANE A. DIOUF

T
his summer the Schomburg Cen-
ter held its fifth Schomburg-Mellon 
Undergraduate Summer Humanities 
Institute to encourage minority stu-
dents and others with an interest in 

African-American and African Diasporan 
Studies to pursue graduate degrees in the 
humanities. It is a joint effort by the Center 
and the Mellon Foundation, which share the 
deep concern of universities and learned so-
cieties regarding the low number of African-
American graduate students in the humani-
ties. Of particular concern for the Center is 
the paucity of graduate students in African-
American and African Diasporan studies. 

In order to help improve this situation, 
the Institute carefully selects 10 rising seniors, 
develops and nurtures their interest, and pro-
vides them with intellectual challenges and 
orientations to encourage them to pursue hu-
manities careers and to reach their full poten-
tial. The Institute took place from June 15 to 
July 24. The fellows in attendance were from 
New York City universities and Historically 

The Schomburg-Mellon 
Humanities Summer 

Institute

Summer Institute fellows with their mentors and 

professors (back row: left) James Stewart, State 

University of Pennsylvania, and Salamishah Tillet, 

University of Pennsylvania.

Continued on page 11

Continued on page 8

Bob Gore

for celebratory events for both 
anniversaries, please visit our website www.
schomburgcenter.org and look out for our 
special 2009-2010 season calendar mailer.
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f r o m  t H e  cHIEf

S
o much is happening as we prepare to launch 
our 2009-2010 program season, that I’m having 
difficulty getting my head around it all.  First, 
Michael Jackson dies and unleashes a tidal wave 

of alternately mourning and celebration that rever-
berates around the world.  Then, Henry Louis Gates, 
Jr. manages to get himself arrested for being “housed 
while black,” sparking a national debate on race and 
racial profiling that even President Obama couldn’t 
avoid getting involved.

In the meantime, we have been completing a 
strategic visioning process, co-chaired by Dr. Henry 
Louis Gates and Dr. Johnnetta Cole that will help us 
chart the future of the Center and define the leader-
ship qualities of my successor.  Before this report 
could be shared, however, my boss, David Ferriero, 
The Andrew Mellon Director of the Research Librar-
ies at The New York Public Library, was nominated to 
become the Archivist of the United States—the head 
of the National Archives!  All of this news comes just 
as we are completing a major reorganization of The 
New York Public Library and initiating one at the 
Schomburg Center.

Because of the local, national, and international 
financial crisis, the Center and the Library have been 
forced to make dramatic budgetary reductions this 
fiscal year 2010 that began on July 1.  For the Schom-
burg Center, this has meant cuts in the range of $1.3 

million.  Early retirements by several staff members 
helped us avoid some of the cuts, while others had to 
be transferred to other parts of the library.  Two of 
my Assistant Directors, James Briggs Murray, a 39-
year veteran of the library and Roberta Yancy, a 22-
year veteran both decided to take the retirement op-
tion.  The next issue of Africana Heritage will feature 
profiles on their contributions to the development 
of the Center over the last 25 years.  Meanwhile, I am 
working to complete the reorganization that their and 
other staff members’ departures have required.

At the same time, I/we are working to prepare for 
the celebration/commemoration of two anniversa-

ries—my 25 years of service at the Schomburg Center 
and the Center’s 85 years of service to the nation and 
the world.  Special programs and activities have been 
planned to celebrate these two anniversaries through-
out the year including a major retrospective exhibi-
tion in February and a Gala event in May.  Please 
plan to participate in as many of the commemorative 
activities as you can.

Needless to say, given the sharp budgetary reduc-
tions, we will be decreasing the number of public 
programs and exhibitions we offer, and we will only 
produce three newsletters this year. What we promise, 
however, is that we will do everything we can to make 
each and everyone of them as entertaining, inspiring 
and/or educational as anything we have ever done—
indeed more so.  We ask that you commit and recom-
mit yourself to support the Center and its work by 
giving as much as you can this year.

“We ask that you commit and 
recommit yourself to support the 
Center and its work by giving as 
much as you can this year.”  

— Howard Dodson, Schomburg Chief

“We are working to prepare for 
the celebration/commemoration of 
two anniversaries—my 25 years of 
service at the Schomburg Center and 
the Center’s 85 years of service to 
the nation and the world.”
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BY HOWARD DODSON

M
ichael Jackson’s sudden and tragic 
death has revealed the truly iconic 
status he had achieved in the world. 
While some of the news media has 

chosen to continually harp on what they 
have labeled as Michael’s eccentricities, es-
pecially what they have called his bizarre 
appearance and behavior over the last few 
years, his 40 years of unbroken creativity 
and musical genius have secured his endur-
ing iconic status in the minds of an adoring 
global public. No death in the last century, 
including Elvis’s and Princess Diana’s has 
generated the kinds of spontaneous and 
sustained expressions of love, respect, and 
tribute that Michael’s passing has. His musi-
cal genius and his iconic status have earned 
him a permanent and revered place in the 
hearts, minds, and memories of people of 
all races, colors, creeds, cultures, and gen-
ders throughout the world. The bigger than 
life icon that Michael Jackson became did 
all of that for him. Becoming an icon has its 
price however. Icons frequently consume, 
confuse, and destroy their hosts. They com-
pete with and frequently engulf the real 
self. They rob the person of their identity 
and privacy, then turn them into objects of 
prey, subvert normal human relations, and 
induce aberrant behavior. (Witness icons 
like Elvis, Anna Nicole Smith, and most 
recently Heath Ledger.) Such was likely the 
case with Michael Jackson.

The foundation of his being was an 
extraordinary god-given musical talent—
let’scall it the genius that it was. It was enough 
to make him a star entertainer by the time 
he was 12 years old. Though the youngest 
member of the Jackson Five, he clearly stood 
head and shoulders above his older brothers 
as a musician, dancer, and entertainer. And 

no one questioned the fact that he was their 
leader. But he was also still himself— Michael 
Joseph Jackson, a talented, hard working, 
exuberant child prodigy whose contagious 
infectious spirit and energy brought joy into 
the lives of all who saw or heard him. Still 
one of the Jackson children, albeit the most 
talented and attractive one, Michael Jackson 
still struggled to live as normal a life as a 
genius child can live.

Michael sensed that his public wanted 
more and the perfectionist in him demanded 
that he give more, become more, become 
larger than his human self, become larger 
than life. On the way from stardom to 
superstardom, Michael Jackson the child 
prodigy invented Michael, the larger than 
life icon. Along the way, he lost track of who 
he was. Struggling to sustain the larger than 
life icon image—the public face and persona 
of superstar icon Michael, Michael Jackson 
became more and more confused and 
developed more and more distorted views of 
himself—of who and what Michael Jackson 
was. The cherubic persona that was the child 
prodigy Michael Jackson wasn’t good enough 
to become the iconic Michael. He needed to 
be fixed—to be transformed—to be perfected 
based on some external standards of beauty 
that were the virtual negation of the bubbly, 

charismatic black child prodigy Michael 
Jackson. Numerous plastic surgeries and 
skin treatments killed the physical Michael 
Jackson and invented the new Superstar 
image—the icon. The same distorted view of 
himself led him down the road to anorexia. 
Just as anorexics are unable to make accurate 
assessments of their weight, Michael Jackson 
lost his ability to make an accurate assessment 
of his physical self—of his own physical 
beauty. So he kept fixing himself until he had 
literally destroyed/erased the physical essence 
of himself.

Ironically, in the final analysis, his iconic 
status had little or nothing to do with his 
physical appearance. Granted, the glove, the 
unique military-like dress, the penny loafers, 
the white or sequined socks, the moonwalk 
and other dance moves were all props in the 
making of his iconic image. But it was his 
music and his showmanship that endeared 
him to his global audiences and lifted him 
head and shoulders above the rest of the 
entertainment world. The public image of 
Michael, the Superstar, left little room for 
Michael Jackson the human being to live and 
be. Confused, anxiety-ridden, and depressed, 
the warring Michael Jackson and Michael, the 
iconic Superstar both finally called it quits. 
But the musical legacy lives on.

Michael 
Jackson:

ICON 

AP Photos 
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The Gloria Foster 
Collection and Clarence 
Williams III Papers

Long before being introduced to 
contemporary audiences as the 
“Oracle” in the popular Ma-

trix films, Gloria Foster had amassed 
an impressive reputation as a gifted 
stage and screen actress. She made her 
Broadway debut playing “Ruth” in Lor-
raine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun 
in 1961. Two years later she starred in 
Martin Duberman’s In White America, 
for which she won an Obie award. Fos-
ter made her film debut with, The Cool 
World, co-starring with future hus-
band, actor-director Clarence Williams 
III, popularly known as, “Linc Hayes,” 
from the 1960s television series, The 
Mod Squad. Considered ground-
breaking for his portrayal as Hayes, a 

NOTABLE  ACQUISITIONS
Portrait of Robert 

Freeman, ca.1950s. 
Photographer: 

Blackstone Studios: 
New York.

Ghanaian President 
Kwame Nkrumah 

(center) with Vertner 
Tandy, Jr. (left), and 

Robert Freeman. 
Photographer: 

Unknown.
Photographs and Prints Division, 

The Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, The 

New York Public Library. 

Robert Freeman Papers

Robert Turner Freeman was a pioneer 
of the insurance industry in Africa, 
establishing life and general insur-

ance companies in Ghana and Nigeria as 
well as consulting in the founding of others 
across the continent. In 1956, Freeman and 
his partner, lawyer Vertner W. Tandy, Jr., es-
tablished Gold Coast (later Ghana) Insurance 
Company. Three years later, they formed the 
country’s first domestic property and casualty 
company, Ghana General Insurance, which 
sold automobile and fire insurance. In 1962, 
President Kwame Nkrumah incorporated the 
two flourishing companies into the newly-
formed State Insurance Corporation (SIC). 
The latter was a materialization of Nkrumah’s 
conviction that government should operate 
in all business as a means of establishing Gha-
na’s economic freedom. Nkrumah requested 
that Freeman, his former classmate at Lincoln 
University, remain on board as the Managing 
Director of the SIC. By this time, Tandy had 

re-located to Lagos, Nigeria to manage the 
Great Nigeria Insurance Company which the 
two had built along the lines of their Ghana-
ian ventures. In 1965, Freeman resigned his 
post at SIC. For the next 30 years Freeman 
consulted with a number of African govern-
ments about their insurance, social security, 
and health care systems as well as advised nu-
merous U.S. private and governmental enti-
ties on African affairs.

In addition to documenting the forma-
tion of the insurance industry in Ghana and 
other African countries, the correspondence 
and clippings in the Freeman Papers offer 
insight into the personal and professional 
relationships between African-American 
expatriates and Africans. In this display are 
a portrait of Freeman, his passport bearing 
the stamps of visits to the Gold Coast, a let-
ter from then Prime Minister Nkrumah ac-
knowledging receipt of Freeman’s proposal 
for a life insurance program in the Gold 
Coast colony, and a photograph of Nkru-
mah flanked by Freeman and Tandy. 

Freeman’s cancelled U.S. passport. Visas showing 
one of Freeman’s many arrivals and departures to 
Ghana on official business for Ghana Insurance Co.

Robert Freeman Papers. Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, The New York Public Library. 

Actors Godfrey 

Cambridge (left) 

and Clarence 

Williams III. 

Photographer: 

Unknown.

Photographs and 
Prints Division, The Schomburg 

Center for Research in Black Culture, 
The New York Public Library.

TV 70 cover 

prominently 

featuring The 

Mod Squad 

cast: Clarence 

Williams III, 

Peggy Lipton, 

and Mike Cole. Clarence Williams III Papers. 
Manuscripts, Archives and Rare 
Books Division, The Schomburg 

Center for Research in Black Culture, 
The New York Public Library.

s p o t l i g H t oN THE coLLEcTIoNS
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Betty Garman’s Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee Files

Betty Garman was a student at 
Skidmore College in Upstate 
New York, and on the staff 

of the National Student Associa-
tion, when the student sit-ins started in the 
South in the spring of 1960. In solidarity, 
she and other students organized a picket 
line at the local Woolworth. The follow-
ing year, she joined efforts to raise funds 
through the Southern Student Freedom 
Fund for the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee (SNCC). Influenced by 
Tom Hayden’s reports on the civil rights 
movement in the South, she joined the 
newly formed Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS), and was at its founding con-
vention in Port-Huron, Michigan in June 
1962. She joined SNCC in March 1964, 
and as a member of its executive commit-
tee helped plan the Oxford, Ohio orienta-
tion for the historic Mississippi Freedom 
Summer Project of 1964. Assigned to the 
SNCC headquarters in Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi, she helped organize the Missis-
sippi Freedom Democratic Party’s chal-
lenge to be seated at the 1964 Democratic 
National Convention in Atlantic City. Later 

as SNCC Northern Coordinator, she initi-
ated Friends of SNCC groups on college 
campuses, and co-authored with Marion 
Barry “SNCC: A Special Report on South-
ern School Desegregation” in 1966. 

The collection documents Garman’s role 
as a Southern Student Freedom Fund activ-
ist and as a member of SNCC’s executive 
committee.  Included are minutes of SNCC 
staff and executive committee meetings; dai-
ly compilations of incidents and civil rights 
violations reported by SNCC staff and vol-
unteers; documents of the 1964 Mississippi 
Freedom Summer project and of the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic Party; subject 
files on the civil rights movement; and com-
pilations of SNCC publications and local 
Mississippi community newsletters.  These 
files complement other civil rights hold-
ings in the Manuscripts, Archives and Rare 
Books Division, including the Ruth Schein, 
Iris Greenberg, Robert and Anita Stein, and 
Roberta Yancy collections.

NOTABLE  ACQUISITIONS
juvenile-delinquent-turned-hip detective, 
Williams launched his career as a stage ac-
tor in 1960 in The Long Dream. In 1964 he 
received a Tony nomination and a Theatre 
World Award for his role as “Randall” in 
Slow Dance on the Killing Floor. Since the 
1970s, Williams has worked continuously, 
notably in films like Purple Rain, Deep 
Cover, and Sugar Hill, and television se-
ries including Twin Peaks, Star Trek: Deep 
Space 9, and Cold Case.

Foster’s collection includes the original 
play script, program and reviews for the 
1995 Tony-nominated Broadway produc-
tion of Having Our Say, written by Sadie 
and Sarah Delany. Among Williams’s pa-
pers are contracts and related materials 
for his work on The Mod Squad, and play 
scripts including Slow Dance on the Killing 
Floor, as well as photographs, passports, 
and a scrapbook featuring playbills, tele-
grams and personal letters from the 1960s. 

“Register – Vote,” a 

Mississippi Freedom 

Democratic Party 

voter registration 

manual published 

by Students for a 

Democratic Society 

in 1964.

Betty Garman’s Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee Files. 
Manuscripts, Archives 
and Rare Books Division, 
The Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, 
The New York Public Library.

A 1966 broadside 

by the Lowndes 

County Freedom 

Organization in 

Alabama, marking 

the first appear-

ance of the Black 

Panther image.
Playbill for the 

Broadway play, 

Having Our Say 

directed by 

Emily Mann and 

starring Mary 

Alice and Gloria 

Foster as the 

Delaney sisters.

Gloria Foster Collection. 
Manuscripts, Archives 
and Rare Books Division, 
The Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, 
The New York Public Library.

Draft of 

the play 

Having 

Our Say, 

1994.

Page two of a booklet in comic book form 

entitled “Us Colored People” produced by 

Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Toure) and 

SNCC and published by the Lowndes County 

Freedom Organization (1966).Benton County 

Freedom Train, a 

weekly newsletter 

published by the 

Citizens of Benton 

County in Missis-

sippi (1964-1966).
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A r o u n d  t H e
S c H o M B u r g  c E N T E r

Women’s Jazz Festival 2009 

Geri Allen performed on 

March 2, 2009.

Carmen Lundy at the Women’s Jazz Festival on March 9, 2009.

Bob Gore

Spelman Jazz 

Ensemble performed 

at the Center’s annual 

Women’s Jazz Festival 

on March 16, 2009.

Terrence Jennings

Bob Gore

Tamar Kali and 

the Black Rock 

Coalition did a 

special tribute to 

Nina Simon on 

March 23, 2009.

Bob Gore

The Harlem Opera 

Theater presented 

“Black Swan,” to 

commemorate the 

100th anniversary 

of the birth of 

Howard Swanson on 

February 27, 2009.

Terrence Jennings
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The Fisk 

Jubilee Singers 

performed at 

the Center on 

May 22 and 

May 23, 2009 

as part of 

the Carnegie 

Neighborhood 

Concert series. 

Michelle James

St. Philips Episcopal Church Bicentennial Exhibition

Terrence Jennings

A patron viewing the exhibition.

Cutting the ribbon to the St. Philip’s Episcopal Church: The Bicentennial Exhibition: (l to r) Rev. Chester 

Lovell Talton, Bishop Suffragan of the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles; Exhibition Coordinator Joyce 

Cleveland; New York City Council Member Inez Dickens, St. Philip’s Prest-in-Charge Rev. Rhonda J. 

Rubinson; Schomburg Chief Howard Dodson, and St. Philip’s Warden Elliot Bailey.

Rev. Talton greets parishioners and other guests 

at the St. Philip’s Episcopal Church Bicentennial 

Exhibition preview on May 1, 2009.

Dr. James 

Dumpson 

at the 

preview for 

A Centennial 

Exhibition 

Honoring 

Dr. James 

R. Dumpson 

in his honor 

on April 1, 

2009.
Terrence Jennings
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of black peoples present and future? What is 
the role of a modern research library/center 
in defining the problems and providing the 
resources to resolve them?” he wrote. “These 
questions must be addressed if the Schom-
burg Center is to face the future with vision, 
confidence, and wisdom. My concern is to 
situate the future development of our collec-
tions, programs, and other activities in the 
context of problems facing blacks and world 
society from today into the 21st century.”

“Prior to that time,” Dodson recalled sev-
eral years later, “I had never spent more than 
five years working at any job. I signed on for 
five thinking I’d be ready for some new chal-
lenges and new opportunities at the end of my 
five-year tenure. Well, I was. But the most in-
teresting challenges and opportunities I faced 

were right here at the Schomburg Center.”
Under Dodson’s leadership, the institu-

tion has developed into the world’s most 
comprehensive public research library de-
voted exclusively to documenting and inter-
preting African and African Diaspora histo-
ry and culture, doubling its collections and 
increasing its users more than threefold in 
the last 25 years. Every day he brings enor-
mous dedication, energy, creativity, and de-
termination to the Center’s operation.

In addition to his innovations on behalf of 
collections, Dodson cultivated an aggressive 
outreach programming agenda that produces 
and presents 50 to 75 public educational and 
cultural events and four to six exhibitions an-
nually.  He has guided two unprecedented 
capital campaigns: the first raised private gifts 
as well as public funding and culminated in 
the opening of the Center’s renovated facili-

ties in 1991; the second was a 75th Anniversa-
ry capital campaign that exceeded its goal and 
raised $26.2 million dollars.  Dodson has also 
overseen and developed several major con-
struction projects and programs, including: 
renovating the original Schomburg Center 
landmark building and creating the Langs-
ton Hughes Auditorium and Scholars-in-
Residence Center; developing the Scholars-
In-Residence, Undergraduate Summer Hu-
manities, and Junior Scholars programs; and 
producing a dynamic series of publications, 
which include commercial book ventures as 
well as articles and essays in newspapers, exhi-
bition catalogs, and professional journals. 

During his tenure, the Schomburg Cen-
ter has become a leader in the national and 
world communities of research libraries. The 
Center is a leader in the fields of history, lit-
erature, religion, philosophy, sociology, and 

H e r i t A g e WaTcH

Continued from page 1

Howard Dodson: 25 Years as Schomburg Chief
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14.

2.

8.

15.

3.

16.

4.

10.9.

17.



the arts. Five years ago, the emerging 21st 
century technological innovations deeply 
swayed his thinking away from retirement. “I 
want and need to be part of this digital and 
technological revolution. So, I’m re-upping!” 
Dodson announced in 2004. The following 
year the Center launched its innovative and 
award-winning web site In Motion: The Afri-
can American Migration Experience.

His outreach efforts have brought atten-
tion to the Center in national and interna-
tional arenas.  Dodson served as a member of 
the Scientific and Technical Committee of the 
UNESCO Slave Route Project, and has been 
an advisor to numerous new archival institu-
tions in the US and abroad. Although New 
York City’s cemetery of enslaved Africans, 
perhaps the ultimate in neglected African-
American history, finally gained much belated 
recognition in 2006 when it was designated as 
a National Monument, Dodson’s role with it 
began in 1991. Shortly after it was unearthed 
in Lower Manhattan he was asked by Mayor 
David Dinkins, because of his leadership role 

at the Schomburg Center, to chair the Federal 
Steering Committee for the African Burial 
Ground project. He also organized and led 
the five-city reinterment ceremonies in 2003 
when the remains were returned to New 
York from the study conducted at Howard 
University. The Schomburg Center has been 
designated as the archival repository for the 
African Burial Ground Project.

The Schomburg Center’s opening exhibi-
tion for 2009, Becoming American: African 
Americans in American Politics, featured the 
most remarkable presidential election in 
American history. It followed too the arc of 
the Schomburg Center’s mission, from Arturo 
Alphonse Schomburg to Barack Obama. The 
Schomburg Center’s leadership and impor-
tance to its local and national community—in 
so many facets of scholarship, research, histo-
ry, culture, education, and learning continues. 
Like Howard Dodson’s birthday, we are not 
about to let either Dodson’s 25th Anniversary 
or the Schomburg Center’s 85th Anniversary 
in May 2010 go by without celebration! 

5.

11.

18.
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19.

1. Filmmaker William Greaves, Howard Dodson, Co-
Chair of the Schomburg Commission Ossie Davis, 
New York Public Library Trustee John P. Mascotte, 
Co-Chair of the Schomburg Center 1987 Campaign 
Elizabeth F. Rohaytn, then New York Public Library 
President Vartan Gregorian, and Paul Robeson, Jr. 
2. Schomburg Center Chief Howard Dodson and 
former Schomburg Chief Jean Blackwell Hutson at 
the 1991 celebration of Langston Hughes’s 89th 
birthday and the return of his cremains to Harlem. 
3. Sam Jackson, John Walcott Cooper’s dummy from 
the Center’s Cooper Collection. 4. Howard Dodson 
with U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon viewing the 
Schomburg exhibition Lest We Forget: The Triumph 
Over Slavery at the U.N., March 2007. 5. Liberian 
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf viewing Liberian arti-
facts from the Center’s collections. 6. A photo of the 
NAACP Junior Auxiliary chapter with W.E.B. Du Bois, 
then Director of Research and Editor of The Crisis 
at the NAACP’s 20th Anniversary Session in Cleve-
land, Ohio in 1929, from the Center’s Photographs 
and Prints Division. 7. John Coltrane’s hand-written 
manuscript of “Lover Man,” is located in the Center’s 
Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division. 8. 
Howard Dodson presents Aimé Césaire with his Afri-
can Heritage Award statuette in Fort-de-France, Mar-
tinique, December 2006. 9. Senator Hillary Clinton 
and Congressman Charles B. Rangel with members of 
the Harlem Strategic Cultural Collaborative, (left to 
right) the late Walter Turnbull, Boys Choir of Harlem; 
the late Barbara Ann Teer, National Black Theatre; 
Grace Blake (in black), Apollo Theatre Foundation; 
unidentified ; Betty Allen, Harlem School of the Arts, 
Howard Dodson. 10. African Burial Ground Monument 
Foundation founders Edward Lewis, Howard Dodson, 
and Dr. James Forbes with Tara Morrison, National 
Park Service Supervisor of the African Burial Ground 
National Monument dedication ceremony, October 
2007. 11. Robert Blackburn’s piece Urban Renewal 
from the Center’s Art and Artifacts Division. 12. How-
ard Dodson and Andrew Young. 13. Dr. Johnnetta B. 
Cole, Co-Chair, of the Schomburg’s 75th Anniversary 
Campaign. 14. Howard Dodson, Sherry Bronfman, 
and Co-Founder of the American Negro Theatre group 

Frederick O’Neal. 15. In January 2003 a large col-
lection of Malcolm X’s diaries, photos, letters, and 
other materials were placed on long-term deposit at 
the Schomburg Center. 16. Howard Dodson, humor-
ist and activist Dick Gregory, and Dr. Cornel West at 
the first of four Leadership Forums, October 2005. 
17. Collection Donor Lena Horne, then Manhattan 
Borough President David Dinkins and Schomburg 
Commission Co-Chair Toni Morrison. 18. Africana 
Heritage Award recipients Percy Sutton, William 
Greaves, Ruby Dee, Elizabeth Catlett (seated), Don 
Newcombe, and Harry Belafonte with Mayor and Mrs. 
Dinkins. 19. Assemblyman Keith L.T. Wright; Manhat-
tan Borough President Scott Stringer; Chairman of 
the Board, NYPL, Catherine Marron; President, NYPL, 
Paul LeClerc; NY State Senator Bill Perkins; and 
Howard Dodson cutting the ribbon to unveil the New 
Schomburg Center on May 10, 2007.
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get a Piece of Black History 
at The Schomburg Shop

n e w froM  THE  ScHoMBurg  cENTEr

Becoming American: The African-
American Journey (Sterling Publishing)
By Howard Dodson

Becoming 
American: The 
African-Amer-
ican Journey 
offers a unique 
chronological 
approach that 
affords readers 
an opportunity 
to begin discov-
ering the active, 
generative role 
blacks have 
played in the 

making of America as we know it today. 
It also reveals the ways in which blacks’ 
attempts to make America live up to its 
founding creed have kept them on the 
path to “Becoming American.”
Price $13.95

African Americans in Politics 
Postcard Book
A special commemorative postcard book, 
produced by the Schomburg Center 
and Pomegranate Communications, 
features 30 cards highlighting individuals 
and events of the black experience in 
American politics. This postcard book 
also serves as a companion piece to the 
Schomburg Center exhibition, African 
Americans and American Politics. 
Price: $9.99

PuBLIc PrograMS
New Season of Public Education 
Programming at the Schomburg Center!

The Schomburg Center has heightened 
its commitment to serving youth and 
educators by creating a full season of Public 
Education Programs for students (grades 
6-12) and teachers (in-service and pre-
service). These innovative offerings include 
daytime programs for school groups, 
Saturday classes for youth, and teacher 
training workshops.

In conjunction with the opening of the 
new exhibitions, COURAGE: The Vision 
to End Segregation, the Guts to Fight for It 
and Courage: The Black New York Struggle 
for Quality Education, there will be two 
Educator Open House Events on Monday 
and Tuesday, October 5 and October 6 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. School teachers 
and college faculty are invited to come 
in for exclusive tours of the exhibitions 
and to learn more about incorporating 
the Schomburg Center’s vast collections 
into their curriculum for the coming 
academic year.

On Saturday, October 24 at 10 a.m. the 
Public Education Program’s Fall Kick-
Off Event will get the season rolling with 

registration for Saturday classes and 
fair-style information tables highlighting 
education and public program 
opportunities throughout the New 
York Public Library. We invite students, 
families, and educators to stop by and 
find out what’s new.

Highlights of the Public Education 
Program season include:  A youth forum 
on The Human Rights of Children in 
collaboration with the CUNY Children’s 
Studies Center on Friday, November 
20 at 10 a.m.; The First Annual Youth 
Celebration of the Life of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. on Friday, January 15 
at 10 a.m.; A week-long, daytime Black 
History Month Film Series for school 
groups from Monday, February 8 through 
Friday, February 12 featuring classic and 
contemporary film screenings at 10 a.m. 
and 12 p.m.; The Schomburg Center’s 9th 
Annual Youth Summit on Saturday, May 15 
featuring multimedia youth presentations; 
and the debut of The Schomburg’s first 
Africana Heritage Quiz Bowl in June 2010!

For more information about these 
and other education events, visit the 
public program calendar at www.
schomburgcenter.org, or contact, Deirdre 
Lynn Hollman, Public Education Programs 
Manager, at dhollman@nypl.org.

EXHIBITIoNS
Courage: The Vision to 
End Segregation, the 
Guts to Fight for It
Main Exhibition Hall and 
Latimer/Edison Gallery

Courage: The Black 
New York Struggle for 
Quality Education
American Negro Theater

October 2 through December 31, 2009

These two exhibitions focus on the local 
and national struggles for quality educa-
tion in black communities during the era 
of legal segregation in South Carolina 

and black New 
Yorkers 200 year 
struggle for qual-
ity education in 
New York City.

Courage: The Vision to End Segregation 
was organized in 2004 by the Levine 
Museum of the New South to commem-
orate the 50th anniversary of Brown v. 
Board of Education.

Bar graph using 

books to show the 

inequity of dollars 

spent in white 

schools as opposed 

to black schools.

Levine Museum of the New South
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Black Colleges and Universities. Six stu-
dents joined the program from HBCUs 
in various states: Amber Marie Courtney 
(Tuskegee University), Sarah-Anne Lev-
erette (Hampton University), Alexsan-
dra Mitchell (Howard University), Char-
ity Pate (St Augustine’s College), Kenton 
Rambsy (Morehouse College), and Ana’ 
Marie Rector (Clark Atlanta University). 
From New York came Akeema Anthony 
(The New School University), Rachel 
Johnson (New York University), Alexan-
dria Lust (Sarah Lawrence College), and 
Johari A. Malik (Fordham).

Nicole Burrowes, who is pursuing a Ph.D. 
in history and Latin American Studies at 
the City University of New York, and Sean 
Greene, a doctoral student in history at the 
University of Pennsylvania, served as their 
mentors. The students explored the theme 
“Africana Age:” the dominant political, eco-
nomic, and cultural events of the 20th cen-
tury in Africa and the African Diaspora, as 
well as issues of race and identity.

Twenty-five distinguished scholars from 
the United States, Africa, and the Carib-
bean, working in various disciplines such as 

history, English, theater, women’s studies, 
black studies, political science, art history, 
religion, and philosophy, gave the Fellows 
three-hour seminars every day. Among the 
scholars present this year were Salah Has-
san (Cornell); Simon Gikandi (Princeton); 
Frederick Harris (Columbia);  Ehiedu Iwer-
iebor (Hunter College); Alondra Nelson 
(Yale); James Stewart (Penn State); Robert 
Hill (UCLA); Salamishah Tillet (University 
of Pennsylvania); Benjamin Talton (Tem-
ple); and Toyin Falola (University of Texas.)

Students worked on a personal research 

prospectus and, as a collective project, 
they identified, selected and inter-
preted photographs, prints, articles, 
books, and manuscripts for the devel-
opment of a website illustrating the 
“Africana Age.” They toured the Afri-
can Burial Ground and Harlem, saw 
the documentary film I Bring What I 
Love about Senegalese singer Youssou 
N’dour, and had a private discussion 
with its director, Elizabeth Chai Vasar-
helyi. They went to the theater to see 
Lynn Nottage’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play Ruined; visited two exhibitions 

on African Americans in New York at the 
New-York Historical Society, and enjoyed a 
mini-cruise around the city.

Morehouse student Kenton Rambsy, an 
English and philosophy major, spoke for 
the others when he said he appreciated the 
rigor of the Institute. He stressed he had 
gotten a healthy dose of grad school prep 
during the six weeks. Although the pro-
gram was intense—a “good intense”—he 
was already thinking ahead. “If I could lift 
weights with my mind, that’s what I was 
doing. From now on, I’ll be able to flex my 
intellectual muscles.” 

The Schomburg-Mellon Humanities Summer Institute

Fellows during one of their sessions. 

Continued from page 1
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The Schomburg Center is available for space rental.  

For further information contact: (212) 491-2257.

$35 ASSoCIATe 
 ($30 tax deductible)

• A year’s subscription to 
the Schomburg Center 
newsletter 

• A 20% discount in the 
Schomburg Shop 

• A quarterly program cal-
endar 

• A personalized member-
ship card 

• Up to 20% discount on 
tickets to select Center-
sponsored programs 

$50 FRIeNd 
($35 tax deductible)

All Associate benefits, plus:

• Invitations to members-
only exhibition previews, 
lectures and seminars 

$100 SuPPoRTeR 
($70 tax deductible)

All Friend benefits, plus:

• A complimentary gift from 
the Schomburg Center

• Invitations to VIP events 

$250 PATRoN 
($195 tax deductible)

All Supporter benefits, plus:

• A complimentary copy of 
a publication 

$500 SuSTAINeR 
($410 tax deductible)

All Patron benefits, plus:

• Two tickets to a select 
Schomburg Center perfor-
mance 

$1,000 CoNSeRvAToR 
($910 tax deductible)

All Sustainer benefits, plus:
• Acknowledgment in 
the Schomburg Center 
newsletter and the 
Library’s Annual Report 

$2,500 HeRITAGe CIRCLe 
($2,410 tax deductible)

All Conservator benefits, 
plus:

• A private behind-the-
scenes tour led by the 
Center’s Chief 

$5,000 CHIeF’S CIRCLe 
($4,810 tax deductible)

All Heritage Circle benefits, 
plus:

• An invitation to an annual 
luncheon with the Chief 

Schomburg Society Benefits

Please make check or money order payable to the Schomburg Center/NYPL. Mail to:  

The Schomburg Society • 515 Malcolm X Boulevard • New York, NY 10037-1801. To charge 

call The Shop: (212) 491-2206, Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

A Message from the National 
Membership Chair

k
nowing our legacy—undistorted 
by others 
and 

documented by 
those who lived 
it—correctly 
aligns you and me 
and our children 
in the continuing 
struggle to fully 
claim our dignity 
in all areas of life.

Please join with me and thousands 
of others who are making certain that 
the Schomburg has the funds not only 
to continue its unique mission, but to 
expand its outreach into every home, 
school, and library.

Please join me as a Schomburg 
Society Member now!

dr. Maya Angelou

Non Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
WAYNE, N.J.

PERMIT NO.1104




