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F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E  

 

NYPL Celebrates Thirty-Five Years of 

“Library Lunch” 

Annual event welcomes comedian Samantha Bee, and writers Hilton Als 

and Adam Gopnik, in conversation with David Remnick on April 13th
 

March 31st--The New York Public Library’s annual Library Lunch, recognizing 

today’s most compelling and fascinating writers, will be held at the Celeste 

Bartos Forum in the Library’s landmark Stephen A. Schwarzman Building on 

Wednesday, April 13th. The event’s luncheon will begin at noon followed by 

the program at 1pm. 
 

Now celebrating its 35th anniversary, the Library Lunch is a festive, annual 

occasion to celebrate the spirit of the Library’s mission. This year’s theme, “A 

New York State of Mind” brings together writer-comedian and television host 

Samantha Bee, author and theater critic Hilton Als and essayist Adam Gopnik 

in conversation with New Yorker editor-in-chief David Remnick. Mahnaz 

Ispahani Bartos, Louise Grunwald, Daisy Prince, David Remnick, Zibby Right, 

and Alexandra Wentworth serve as this year’s event co-chairs. 

The first Library Lunch took place in 1981 with a program titled “Two 

Countries Separated by a Common Language,” featuring speakers Samuel S. 

Vaughn and Rosemary Harris, among others, in a conversation moderated by 

William S. Buckley, Jr. Since that inaugural event, speakers have included 

prominent authorities from a wide range of fields—Nora Ephron to Salman 

Rushdie, Fran Leibowitz to Gary Shteyngart—and moderators such as Charlie 

Rose, Diane Sawyer, and A.R. Gurney. 



 

Attended by upwards of 400 guests, the event is a chance for patrons, 

Trustees, and Friends of the Library to come together in support of the 

Library’s dedication to readers and writers of all ages, with all proceeds 

supporting the Library’s mission to inspire lifelong learning, advance 

knowledge and strength communities all over New York City. 

The New Yorker serves as this year’s literary partner.  

For more information or to purchase a ticket, please contact: 212-930-0889 or 

librarylunch@nypl.org 

 

 

Media contact: Adenike Olanrewaju, adenikeolanrewaju@nypl.org 

 

About The New York Public Library 

The New York Public Library is a free provider of education and information for 

the people of New York and beyond. With 92 locations—including research 

and branch libraries—throughout the Bronx, Manhattan, and Staten Island, the 

Library offers free materials, computer access, classes, exhibitions, 

programming and more to everyone from toddlers to scholars, and has seen 

record numbers of attendance and circulation in recent years. The New York 

Public Library serves more than 18 million patrons who come through its 

doors annually and millions more around the globe who use its resources 

at www.nypl.org. To offer this wide array of free programming, The New York 

Public Library relies on both public and private funding. Learn more about how 

to support the Library at nypl.org/support.   
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