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JOIN TODAY AND MAKE THE LIBRARY 
A PART OF YOUR LEGACY

FOR MORE THAN A 
CENTURY, THE NEW  
YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
HAS BEEN ONE OF THE 
WORLD’S FOREMOST 
CENTERS OF CULTURE 
AND SCHOLARSHIP. 
Through its cherished research centers,  
the Library provides a haven for scholars  
and preserves invaluable collection items.  
It also serves millions of visitors each year 
across its neighborhood branches with 
programs that teach everything from ABCs  
to computer skills.

Together with our supporters, The New  
York Public Library is dedicated to making 
the city—and the world—a better place.

Named for the Library’s first 
president, the Bigelow Society 
honors individuals who have 
named the Library in their 
will or trust, or otherwise 
designated it as a beneficiary.  
 

Bigelow Society members ensure the Library 
can continue its mission to inspire life-long 
learning and strengthen communities for 
generations to come. 

In thanks for their generosity, members  
receive invitations to special Library events  
and recognition in donor publications. 

JOIN THE BIGELOW SOCIETY 
AND BECOME A PART OF THE  
LIBRARY’S LEGACY. 

Children visit the Webster Library in Manhattan, one of the Library’s 
original Carnegie branches (ca. 1910).

The Bigelow Society helps make possible educational programs like  
this story time at Mott Haven Library in the Bronx.

ABOUT THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Founded in 1895, The New York Public 
Library is the nation’s largest public library 
system, featuring 88 neighborhood branches 
throughout the Bronx, Manhattan, and Staten 
Island and four scholarly research centers, 
including the iconic Stephen A. Schwarzman 
Building. Serving more than 18 million patrons 
a year, and millions more online, the Library 
offers materials, classes, and programs free  
for users of all ages. 

CONTACT US
Office of Planned Giving
The New York Public Library
445 Fifth Avenue, 4th Floor 
New York, NY 10016  
(212) 930-0568
plannedgifts@nypl.org
nypl.org/bigelow

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE 
BIGELOW SOCIETY TODAY
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MAKE A LIFE INCOME GIFT

Life income gifts greatly benefit the Library’s 
mission while also providing you (and, if you 
choose, a loved one) with a lifetime stream of 
payments and generous tax benefits. 

Life income gifts can take several forms:

Charitable Gift Annuity: A simple contract 
between you and the Library. In exchange 
for your gift of cash or securities (minimum 
$10,000), the Library agrees to pay you and/
or a loved one* a fixed annual sum for your 
lifetime(s).  

*Annuitants must be 55 years or older to receive 
payments.

Charitable Remainder Trust: Pays a fixed or 
variable amount to you and/or your loved ones 
for the balance of your lives (or until the trust’s 
termination) following the transfer of your 
assets (usually cash, securities, or real estate). 
The remainder of the trust’s principal is then 
distributed to charity. 

Charitable Lead Trust: Provides the Library 
with annual payments following the transfer  
of your assets. At termination, the trust 
distributes all assets, including any appreciation, 
to your heirs. 

PLEASE COMPLETE, DETACH, AND RETURN 
THIS SECTION OF THE FORM TO: 

The New York Public Library 
Office of Planned Giving
445 Fifth Avenue, 4th Floor 
New York, NY 10016 

name	 	 	 	 	 	

address	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

city			 		 	state		 	 			zip		 	 	

phone      

email		 	 	 			 	 	

Yes, I’d like more information about 
joining the Bigelow Society. 

I am considering naming the Library as a 
beneficiary and would like more information 
about the following (check all that apply):

Will/Living Trust 

Retirement Account
(Pension fund, 401k, 403b, or IRA)

Insurance Policy

Checking/Savings/Brokerage Account

Charitable Gift Annuity 

Charitable Remainder or Charitable Lead Trust

I am interested in joining the Bigelow Society, 
and I have already made a gift to the Library 
from my (check all that apply): 

Will/Living Trust 

Retirement Account 
(Pension fund, 401k, 403b, or IRA)

Insurance Policy

Checking/Savings/Brokerage Account

For a free illustration 
detailing the tax savings 
and other benefits of each 
type of gift, please contact 
the Office of Planned 
Giving. 

Requesting an illustration 
does not oblige you to 
make a gift.  

There are many ways 
to support the Library 
and become a Bigelow 
Society member.

NAME THE LIBRARY IN YOUR  
WILL OR LIVING TRUST

Gifts from a will or trust (bequests) can 
come in several forms:   

Specific Bequest: A gift of a particular dollar 
amount or property.

Example: “I leave $5,000 to The New York Public 
Library for its general purposes.”

Residuary Bequest: The most common and 
simple to designate, a gift of all or part of 
the property remaining in your estate after 
debts, expenses, and specific bequests have 
been paid. Residuary bequests are typically 
apportioned by percentage.

Example: “I leave 50% of the residue of my  
estate to The New York Public Library for its 
general purposes.”

Contingent Bequest: A gift that takes 
effect only if the primary beneficiary 
or beneficiaries of the bequest should 
predecease you.

Example: “Should [named individual] predecease 
me, I leave 50% of the residue of my estate to The 
New York Public Library for its general purposes.”

THE ATTORNEY DRAFTING YOUR BEQUEST CAN 
DESIGNATE THE LIBRARY USING THE INFORMATION 
THAT APPEARS IN THE BOX TO THE RIGHT.

Here are the details you will need  
to designate a gift to the Library 
Name The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox 
and Tilden Foundations 

Address 476 Fifth Avenue | New York, NY 10018

Federal Tax Identification Number 13-1887440 

MAKE A GIFT BY BENEFICIARY 
DESIGNATION 

One simple and tax-efficient way to fund  
your legacy is to make a gift to the Library  
by beneficiary designation of a “transfer  
on death” account.

Gifts by designation can name the Library 
as a beneficiary of:

∧ Retirement plans  
(pension funds, 401ks, 403bs, IRAs)

∧ Life insurance policies

∧ Basic financial accounts  
(savings, checking, brokerage)

CONTACT THE INSTITUTION THAT MANAGES YOUR 
ACCOUNT OR POLICY AND REQUEST A CHANGE OF 
BENEFICIARY FORM. THEN FILL IT OUT USING THE 
INFORMATION IN THE BOX BELOW.


