The New York Public Library

Best New Books

for Kids

PICTURE BOOKS

L] Adela’s Mariachi Band
Denise Vega, illustrated by
Erika Rodriguez Medina

L] Being Home
Traci Sorell, illustrated by
Michaela Goade

L] Churro Stand

Karina N. Gonzalez,
illustrated by Krystal Quiles

L] Danté Plays His Blues
Allen R. Wells, illustrated by
Shamar Knight-Justice

L] Flap Your Hands:
A Celebration of
Stimming
Steve Asbell

L] A Flicker of Hope:

A Story of Migration
Cynthia Harmony,
illustrated by Devon
Holzwarth

L] The Girl Who Loves
Bugs
Lily Murray, illustrated
by Jenny Lavlie

L] Home in a Lunchbox
Cherry Mo

Ll 1 Am La Chiva!:
The Colorful Bus of
the Andes

Karol Hernandez, illustrated
by Lorena Alvarez Gémez

New York
Public
Library

] Insha’Allah, No,
Maybe So

Rhonda Roumani and
Nadia Roumani, illustrated
by Olivia Aserr

L] Joyful Song:
A Naming Story
Lesléa Newman, illustrated
by Susan Gal

L] The Last Stand
Antwan Eady,
illustrated by Jarrett and
Jerome Pumphrey

] Lost Words:
An Armenian Story

of Survival and Hope
Leila Boukarim and
Sona Avedikian

L] My Daddy
Is a Cowboy
Stephanie Seales, illustrated
by C.G. Esperanza

L] My Hair Is a Book
Maisha Oso, illustrated
by London Ladd

L] The Night Market
Seina Wedlick, illustrated by
Briana Mukodiri Uchendu

L] The Ocean Gardener

Clara Anganuzzi

L] old Clothes for
Dinner?!
Nathalie Alonso, illustrated
by Natalia Rojas Castro

Librarians and staff experts from across The New York
Public Library have compiled this list of the best books
of 2024 for kids, including picture books, graphic
novels, fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Explore the list—
and more for readers of all ages: nypl.org/bestbooks

L] Pasta Pasta

Lotsa Pasta
Aimee Lucido, illustrated
by Mavisu Demirag

L] Soul Step
Jewell Parker Rhodes and
Kelly McWilliams, illustrated
by Briana Mukodiri
Uchendu

L] The Princess

and the Pee
Effua Gleed, illustrated by
Juanita Londono Gaviria

L] This Wolf Was

Different
Katie Silvensky, illustrated
by Hannah Salyer
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L] Ra Pu Zel and the

Stinky Tofu
Ying Chang Compestine,
illustrated by Crystal Kung ;
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What'’s your favorite book of the year?
Share your #BestBooks online with @nypl!
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L] We Are Definitely

Human
X. Fang

] When | Wrap My Hair
Shauntay Grant, illustrated
by Jenin Mohammed

YOUNG READERS
L] Beanie the Banshee

Eoin Colfer, illustrated
by Steve McCarthy

L] Chasing the Shy Town
Erika McGann, illustrated
by Toni Galmés

L] Dragon on the Loose
Marty Chan, illustrated
by Grace Chen

L] Mishka
Edward van de Vendel and
Anoush Elman, illustrated by
Annet Schaap, translated by
Nancy Forest-Flier

L] Swimming into
Trouble

Angela Ahn, illustrated
by Julie Kim

MIDDLE GRADE

L] Accidental Demons
Clare Edge

L] Across So Many Seas
Ruth Behar

L] All Mixed Up

Raj Tawney

L] Breaking into Sunlight

John Cochran

LI City Girls

Loretta Lopez

L] City of Stolen Magic
Nazneen Ahmed Pathak

L] Deep Water

Jamie Sumner

L] Deer Run Home
Ann Clare LeZotte

L] Gooseberry
Robin Gow

L] Impossible Creatures
Katherine Rundell,
illustrated by
Ashley Mackenzie

LI Island of Whispers
Frances Hardinge,
illustrated by Emily Gravett

L] Leila and the Blue Fox
Kiran Millwood Hargrave,
illustrated by Tom de
Freston

L] Magnolia Wu Unfolds

It All
Chanel Miller

L] Mallory in Full Color
Elisa Stone Leahy

L] Mani Semilla Finds

Her Quetzal Voice
Anna Lapera

] Mid-Air
Alicia D. Williams, illustrated
by Danica Novgorodoff

L] Not Quite a Ghost

Anne Ursu

| The Outsmarters
Deborah Ellis

L] The Queen of Ocean
Parkway

Sarvenaz Tash

L] Red Bird Danced
Dawn Quigley

L] The School for

Invisible Boys
Shaun David Hutchinson

L] The Spindle of Fate

Aimee Lim

L] Taming Papa
Myléne Goupil, translated
by Shelley Tanaka

L] Warrior on the Mound

Sandra W. Headen

L] The Wrong

Way Home
Kate O’Shaughnessy

NONFICTION

L] Barracoon
Zora Neale Hurston,
adapted by Ibram X. Kendi,
illustrated by Jazzmen Lee-
Johnson

L] Behind My Doors: The
Story of the World'’s
Oldest Library

Hena Khan, illustrated
by Nabila Adani

L] Born Naughty: My
Childhood in China
Jin Wang with Tony
Johnston, illustrated by
Anisi Baigude

] Call Me Roberto!:
Roberto Clemente
Goes to Bat for

Latinos
Nathalie Alonso, illustrated
by Rudy Gutierrez
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L] Change Is in the Air:
Carbon, Climate,

Earth, and Us
Debbie Levy, illustrated
by Alex Boersma

L] A Crown of Stories:
The Life and
Language of Beloved

Writer Toni Morrison
Carole Boston
Weatherford, illustrated by
Khalif Tahir Thompson

L] Daughter of the
Light-Footed
People: The Story of
Indigenous Marathon
Champion Lorena

Ramirez
Belen Medina, illustrated
by Natalia Rojas Castro

L] The Enigma Girls:
How Ten Teenagers
Broke Ciphers, Kept
Secrets, and Helped
Win World War Il

Candace Fleming

L] Everywhere Beauty
Is Harlem: The Vision

of Roy DeCarava
Gary Golio, illustrated by
E.B. Lewis

L] Evidence!: How Dr.
John Snow Solved the
Mystery of Cholera

Deborah Hopkinson,
illustrated by
Nik Henderson

L] Go Forth and Tell:
The Life of Augusta
Baker, Librarian and

Master Storyteller
Breanna J. McDaniel,
illustrated by

April Harrison

New York
Public
Library

L] Guts for Glory:
The Story of
Civil War Soldier

Rosetta Wakeman
Joanna Lapati

L] The Iguanodon’s
Horn: How Artists
and Scientists Put
a Dinosaur Back
Together Again and
Again and Again
Sean Rubin

L] The Incredible
Octopus: Meet the
Eight-Armed Wonder

of the Sea
Erin Spencer

L] Jimmy’s Rhythm
& Blues: The
Extraordinary Life of

James Baldwin
Michelle Meadows,
illustrated by Jamiel Law

] Kindred Spirits:
Shilombish

Ittibachvffa
Leslie Stall Widener,
illustrated by
Johnson Yazzie

Ll Log Life

Amy Hevron

L] Made in Asian
America: A History

for Young People
Erika Lee and Christina
Soontornvat

L] My Antarctica: True
Adventures in the
Land of Mummified
Seals, Space Robots,

and So Much More
G. Neri

L] My Lost Freedom: A
Japanese American

World War Il Story
George Takei, illustrated by
Michelle Lee

L] Pau: The Last Song
of the Kaua'i ‘0’0
Tony Piedra and
Mackenzie Joy

L] The Race to Be
Myself

Caster Semenya

L] Rumi—Poet of Joy
and Love
Rashin Kheiriyeh

L] Unlocking the
Universe: The
Cosmic Discoveries
of the Webb Space

Telescope
Suzanne Slade

L] When Beavers Flew:
An Incredible True
Story of Rescue and

Relocation
Kristen Tracy, illustrated
by Luisa Uribe

POETRY

L] Aloha Everything

Kaylin Melia George,
illustrated by Mae Waite

L] HaiCuba/HaiKuba:
Haikus about Cuba in
Spanish and English
Carlos Pintado and
Lawrence Schimel,
illustrated by
Juan José Colsa

This Land is a Lullaby

cistomdwasowin 6ma askiy

a Simpson
Delreé Dumont

MY LOST
FREEDOM

A Japanese American World War Il Story

Ihustrated by MICHELLE LEE BRI

LIBRARIAN AND

MASTER STORY TELLER

L] Into the

Goblin Market
Vikki VanSickle, illustrated
by Jensine Eckwall

L] This Land Is a Lullaby/

cistomawasowin
6ma askiy

Tonya Simpson, illustrated
by Delreé Dumont,
translated by Dorothy
Thunder

What'’s your favorite book of the year?
Share your #BestBooks online with @nypl!
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GRAPHICNOVELS

L] Anzu and the Realm

of Darkness
Mai K. Nguyen

L] Bog Myrtle
Sid Sharp

# W' ; Y
Francisco Jiménez
‘Adaptedby Andrew J. Rostan - inustrated by Celia Jacobs

Al e ACCLAIMED MEMOR'S
¥ GRAPHIC NOVEL EDITION

Written by

HENA KHAN
P —

About Best Books

Every year our librarians and staff select noteworthy new books for readers of all ages. These lists have always sought
to reflect the diversity of New York City’s readership. Special thanks to our Best Books committees, the members of
which have read thousands of books to bring readers these recommendations. Learn more: nypl.org/bestbooks

L] The Circuit
Francisco Jiménez, adapted
by Andrew J. Rostan,
illustrated by Celia Jacobs

L] Detective Beans
and the Case of the
Missing Hat
Li Chen

L] The Girl Who Sang:
A Holocaust Memoir

of Hope and Survival
Estelle Nadel, illustrated by
Sammy Savos

L] How It All Ends

Emma Hunsinger

L] Meet Me on

Mercer Street
Booki Vivat

] Next Stop
Debbie Fong

L] Taxi Ghost

Sophie Escabasse

] Viewfinder
Christine D.U. Chung and
Salwa Majoka

L] We Are Big Time
Hena Khan, illustrated by
Safiya Zerrougui

L] Weirdo
Tony Weaver, Jr., illustrated
by Jes and Cin Wibowo

About The New York Public Library
Founded in 1895, The New York Public Library is the nation’s largest public library system, with neighborhood branches
throughout the Bronx, Manhattan, and Staten Island, and scholarly research centers. Serving millions of patrons a year
both in-person and online, the Library offers free materials, classes, and programs for users of all ages.
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FOLK &
FAIRY TALES

L] Godfather Death
Sally Nicholls, illustrated
by Julia Sarda

L] Hello: How Niiwa

Created the World
Viola Wang

L] Kadooboo!
Shruthi Rao, illustrated
by Darshika Varma

L] Night Stories:
Folktales from

Latin America
Liniers

KA 300Boo!

¥ Sy South Tndian Folktale
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