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Welcome!

The New York Public Library’s Center for Educators and Schools is excited to share the
2024 edition of Vibrant Voices: New Titles by Authors of Color, an annual book list that
celebrates stories by and about Black people, Indigenous people, and people of color.

This list is designed to support educators and families with culturally responsive book
recommendations that promote discussion, expand understanding, and celebrate diverse
voices. It also aims to reflect the diverse experiences and perspectives of New York City
with genre-spanning stories that will encourage kids to discover the joy of reading.

In this year’s list, find new titles for kids and teens on family, adventure, history, new
beginnings—and everything in between.

Happy reading!

How to Use This Guide

The Educator Guide is a teaching tool designed to support teachers in incorporating
culturally responsive books into their classrooms. The 16 books explored in this guide
are just a small selection from the full book list, which can be found online:
nypl.org/vibrantvoices

The guide is divided into three reading groups—children, middle grade, and young adult—
and provides information about our top picks in each group, so you can see if they're the
right fit for your classroom. All pages include:

« A plot synopsis (around 300 words or less) for you to quickly reference when
thinking about integrating these titles into your lessons.

- At-a-glance teaching information for you to consider when seeing how you might
bring these books into your classroom, including available formats, Lexile and grade
levels, themes, genres, and additional titles at comparable reading levels.

- Discussion questions that are designed to help students think critically about the
topics and themes explored in each title.

« Classroom activities that apply lessons from the books in practical ways and direct
students to our collection of digital resources, which are bolded throughout the guide.

We welcome you to customize this content in a way that honors the specificities of
your classroom and learning goals. Access an electronic version of this guide and more:
nypl.org/vibrantvoices

The New York Public Library


http://nypl.org/vibrantvoices
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Using the Library’s Resources

The following guide draws from resources and items offered by the Library, including
physical items from our circulating collections and digital resources. Discover a small
selection of everything you and your students can do through The New York Public
Library below.

O GetaFreelLibrary Card
All New York State students and educators are eligible to receive a New York Public
Library card free of charge. Sign up today to gain access to an array of digital resources
and physical items, including books featured in this guide. Apply for a card in person at
any NYPL location or online: nypl.org/librarycard

© Apply for an Educator Card
Educator Cards offer a variety of unique privileges to teachers, including receiving
expanded access to Library resources and services, borrowing up to 100 items,
checking out materials for a loan period of 60 days, and more. Learn about the
eligibility requirements and apply online: nypl.org/educatorcards

© Explore Digital Tools & Online Databases
The Library offers free access to a collection of hundreds of online resources and
databases. Use our online content to help with your research, whether it's finding a
single article, tracing a family tree, learning a new language, or anything in between.
Explore all digital tools offered by the Library, including those referenced in this guide:
nypl.org/databases

© Schedule a Workshop with a Librarian
Invite a librarian to your classroom or arrange a visit to a neighborhood NYPL branch
for a classic storytime or a discussion on one of the top titles explored in this guide.
To customize your visit even more, meet one-on-one with your local school outreach
librarian to discuss what might be the right fit for your classroom. To schedule a visit,
contact us at: schoolvisits@nypl.org

Discover even more teaching
tools, events, and opportunities
offered by the Library’s Center
for Educators and Schools:

nypl.org/ces

Art from Quiet Time with My Seeya by Dinalie Dabarera. Copyright © 2023 by Dinalie Dabarera. Used with
permission from Roaring Brook Press, a division of Holtzbrinck Publishing Holdings Limited. All rights reserved.
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Children’s Titles

Cantora: Mercedes Sosa,
the Voice of Latin America
Melisa Ferndndez Nitsche

Meet Latin American folk singer Mercedes Sosa, who shared her
stories through song. Not everyone loved her singing—and the
military dictatorship ruling over Argentina saw the power of her
voice. Even from exile, Mercedes continued to be a beacon of hope

for her people.

Discussion Questions

® What country is Mercedes Sosa from? Have you heard of it
before? Do you know anything about her home country? What
did you learn?

©® What are some of the things Mercedes sings about in her songs?
Why does she sing about these things?

® What kind of instrument does Mercedes play? How does her
instrument help her?

© What does it mean to be a cantora?

® While in exile, Mercedes misses her family and country. How do
you think she felt during exile? Who or what do you think she
misses the most?

©® At the end of her exile, Mercedes'’s return home is celebrated by
the people. Why do you think everyone remembers and loves her
so much?

©® Mercedes raises awareness of social injustices in her homeland
through music. How can you bring awareness to social injustices
happening in your community?

Classroom Activities

Explore More About the Topic | Encourage students to use their
library cards to access online resources, such as Biography in
Context and Scholastic GO!, to do their own research on Mercedes
Sosa and Argentina.

Write Your Own Song | Invite students to share something that is
important to them (such as their families, communities, friends, and
dreams) and write a song or poem about it.

Respond to Music | Flip to the back of the picture book to find a
playlist of Mercedes’ songs. Play a few songs for your class. Ask
students: How do these songs make you feel?

The New York Public Library

AVAILABILITY
Print, e-Book

GRADE LEVEL
2-5

LEXILE
700

GENRE
Picture Book, Nonfiction, Biography

THEMES
Activism & Social Justice, Arts &
Culture, Music

FURTHER READING
Celia Cruz, Queen of Salsa by Veronica
Chambers, illustrated by Julie Maren

A Girl Named Rosita: The Story of
Rita Moreno: Actor, Singer, Dancer,
Trailblazer! by Anika Aldamuy Denise,
illustrated by Leo Espinosa

Sing with Me: The Story of Selena
Quintanilla by Diana Lépez, illustrated
by Teresa Martinez


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=3f316722-6745-5fa1-ad23-514b2d011507&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/biography-context
https://www.scholastic.com/digital/go.htm

by Kim Rogers illustrated by Julie Flett

JUST LIKE

Kim Rogers
lllustrated by Julie Flett

Discussion Questions
® Why do you think Becca wants to be just like Grandma?
® What role does Grandpa play in the story?

©® Becca loves and admires her grandmother. Who do you admire
in your life and why?

® What kinds of things do Becca and her grandma do together?
What do you like to do with your family?

©® What does Becca teach her grandma in this story? Have you
ever taught someone in your family how to do something?
What did you teach and how did it make you feel?

® A powwow is an Indigenous cultural celebration involving
dancing, singing, sharing food, and reconnecting with friends
and family. What do you think it’s like to participate in a
powwow? Do you have any special traditions and celebrations
you participate in with your family?

Classroom Activities

Learn About Indigenous History | Invite students to learn more
about Native American history through one of the two following
options: Encourage them to use their library cards to check out
and read Traci Sorell's We Are Still Here! Native American Truths
Everyone Should Know. Or invite them to explore BrainPOP (or
BrainPOP Jr.), which features resources that can help students
explore more about Native American communities.

Make a Card for a Role Model | Grandma acts as a role model for

Becca in Just Like Grandma. Invite students to think about their
own role models. Ask students: Who do you look up to? Why do
you look up to them? Encourage students to write a card to their
role model, expressing their reasons.

Just Like Grandma

Vibrant Voices | 2024 Educator Guide

Becca watches Grandma create, play, and dance—and wants to be
just like her. As they spend time together and share their favorite
activities, Becca discovers something surprising about Grandma!

AVAILABILITY
Print

GRADE LEVEL
K-2

LEXILE
N/A

GENRE
Picture Book

THEMES
Arts & Culture, Family,
Indigenous Experiences

FURTHER READING
Heart Berry Bling by Jenny Kay Dupuis,
illustrated by Eva Campbell

Like So by Ruth Forman, illustrated by
Raissa Figueroa

Our Favorite Day by Joowon Oh

Something About Grandma by
Tania de Regil


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=ad5d0fc3-2886-58e4-9a72-2467e266f5db&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/brainpop
https://jr.brainpop.com/

Children’s Titles
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Discussion Questions

©® What are some of the ingredients that Papa and Bobo need for
the stew? What kinds of foods do you like to eat?

©® Bobo spends the day cooking with his father and helping make
several dishes. How does Bobo help make the stew? How does
he help make the cornbread? How do you help your family?

© What does Bobo discover at the beach?

© Everyone is excited to have the delicious stew for dinner. Who
do you think is the most excited for this in the story? Why?

©® Bobo is happy to spend time with his dad in the kitchen. Who
do you like to spend time with in your family? What are some
of your favorite things to do with your family?

Classroom Activities

Create Your Own Stew | Invite students to make Papa’s okra
stew using art supplies (such as construction paper, magazine
images, and stickers) to create the ingredients listed in Okra Stew:
A Gullah Geechee Family Celebration.

Make a Menu | Encourage students to use art supplies to craft
a menu of all the foods featured in this story, including the okra
stew, cornbread, and more.

Write a Recipe | Assign students to write down their favorite
recipe with assistance from their parents or guardians. Check

out the “My Recipe” template from Scholastic Teachables for a
ready-to-use worksheet that encourages students to include their
favorite memory of a recipe.

The New York Public Library

Okra Stew: A Gullah Geechee
Family Celebration

Papa has something special planned for tonight’s family dinner—and
Bobo can’t wait! Excited to learn how to make his ancestors’ okra stew,
Bobo helps Papa gather the ingredients for their mouthwatering feast.

AVAILABILITY
Print

GRADE LEVEL
Pre-K-2

LEXILE
540

GENRE
Picture Book

THEMES
Arts & Culture, Black Experience,
Family, Food

FURTHER READING

Going Down Home with Daddy
by Kelly Starling Lyons, illustrated
by Daniel Minter

Granny’s Kitchen by Sadé Smith,
illustrated by Ken Daley

Pldgtanos Are Love by Alyssa Reynoso-
Morris, illustrated by Mariyah Rahman

Ruby’s Reunion Day Dinner by
Angela Dalton, illustrated by
Jestenia Southerland

Soul Food Sunday by Winsome
Bingham, illustrated by
C. G. Esperanza


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=1c1b526d-d1c1-5f8c-9486-80c7f86b9f18&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/node/482231

Dinalie Dabarera

DINALIE DABARERA

Discussion Questions

©® Sona and her seeya speak different languages. What language
do you use to talk to your parents or guardians? Do you and
your family all speak the same language?

©® Even though they speak different languages, Sona and her
seeya do activities together without using words. Can you
think of any activities you can do without talking?

©® Sona and her seeya enjoy playing dress up, stomping in
puddles, and finding bugs in the yard. What do you like doing
with your parents and grandparents?

Classroom Activities

Share Your Favorite Activity | Ask students to circle, underline,
and draw their favorite activities. Check out the “Things | Like
To Do: All About Me” template on Scholastic Teachables for a
ready-to-use worksheet to incorporate into your classroom.

Feel and Express | Invite students to explore facial expressions
as a form of non-verbal communication. Check out the “Feelings:
Vocabulary Activities” template on Scholastic Teachables for a

step-by-step guide on practicing “making faces” and naming them.

Show, Don’t Tell | Ask students to bring in an item to a show-
and-tell. Challenge them to show the object without speaking and
invite the class to guess what their item is.

Vibrant Voices | 2024 Educator Guide

Quiet Time with My Seeya

Sometimes, the moments that Sona spends with her Sinhalese
grandfather, her seeya, are quiet. They speak different languages
and don’t always use words. But they do communicate in other
ways—and their love for each other is unconditional.

AVAILABILITY
Print

GRADE LEVEL
Pre-K-2

LEXILE
440

GENRE
Picture Book

THEMES
AAPI Experience, Family, Identity

FURTHER READING
Grandpa Grumps by Katrina Moore
illustrated by Xindi Yan

I'll Go and Come Back by Rajani LaRocca,
illustrated by Sara Palacios

My Day with Gong Gong by Sennah Yee,
illustrated by Elaine Chen


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=75adfdd9-b7c9-5bce-a177-f93b9233642f&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/node/482231
https://www.nypl.org/node/482231
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Children’s Titles

FIFTEEN ADVENTURES ALONGSIDE DISABLED ATHLETES
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Patty Cisneros Prevo

~. lllustrated by Dion MBD

%3 o Tenacious: Fifteen Adventures
» Alongside Disabled Athletes

Meet 15 remarkable athletes who use adaptive equipment in this
beautiful and truth-telling picture book. Get to know these athletes
with disabilities and discover their many achievements, daily

challenges, and joys.

Discussion Questions

® We learned about the Paralympic Games in this book. Why do
you think this event was made?

@ This book describes athletes with physical disabilities who have
accomplished great things in the sports world. Which athlete
inspired you the most?

® What do you think inspired the author to write this book about
fellow Paralympic athletes?

©® What are some of the ways the athletes advocate for
themselves?

® How can we show support to students with disabilities?

Classroom Activities

Explore the Paralympic Games | Encourage students to use
their library cards to explore the following databases and find
information about the games: Kids Infobits (for access to
magazines), BrainPOP (for worksheets, movies, and more), and
World Book Online (for encyclopedic articles).

Write a Letter to a Hero | Invite students to compose a letter to
one of the athletes in the book. Encourage them to articulate how
they were inspired by the athlete’s achievements.

Plus! Adaptive Sport Appreciation Day celebrates the athleticism
and abilities of athletes with disabilities. Consider organizing a mini
sports tournament or showcase highlighting adaptive sports (such
as seated volleyball) to invite participants to learn more about the
rules, equipment, and techniques involved in adaptive sports.

The New York Public Library

AVAILABILITY
Print

GRADE LEVEL
1-4

LEXILE
N/A

GENRE
Picture Book, Nonfiction, Biography

THEMES
Ability-Diverse Experiences, Activism
& Social Justice, Sports

FURTHER READING

Annette Feels Free: The True Story
of Annette Kellerman, World-Class
Swimmer, Fashion Pioneer, and Real-
Life Mermaid by Katie Mazeika

| Am Not a Label: 34 Disabled Artists,
Thinkers, Athletes and Activists from
Past and Present by Cerrie Burnell,
illustrated by Lauren Mark Baldo

We Want to Go to School!: The Fight for
Disability Rights by Maryann Cocca-
Leffler, illustrated by Janine Leffler

Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph
Became the World’s Fastest Woman by
Kathleen Krull, illustrated by

David Diaz


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=b044b589-5a3a-50a6-a1a6-56bfced02a90&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/kids-infobits
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/brainpop
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/world-book-online-reference-center

Hanh Bui

The Yellow Ao Dai

lllustrated by Minnie Phan

Vibrant Voices | 2024 Educator Guide

After accidentally tearing her grandmother’s special yellow do dai
while practicing the Vietnamese fan dance for International Day

% at school, Naliah learns how to mend it—as well as to believe in

herself and make it her own.

Discussion Questions

©® Naliah makes a mistake and damages her grandmother’s do
dai. Why does she try to hide the damaged do dai? What are
some things you can do when you make a mistake?

©® International Day at Naliah’s school celebrates different
cultures. What are some things that are important in your
culture? What kinds of foods, music, dance, and other
traditions do you and your family enjoy?

©® Naliah learns a lot of family traditions from her mother,
including singing Vietnamese songs and dancing. What kinds
of things do you like to learn? What kinds of things have you
learned from your family?

©® Naliah likes the yellow 4o dai, since it's “the color of happiness.’
What is your favorite color? How does your favorite color make
you feel when you see it on something special?

Classroom Activities

Make a Hand-Held Fan | Assist students in creating a unique
folding fan celebrating their family and culture. Check out the
“Folding Fans: Activity” printable on Scholastic Teachables for a
ready-to-use instruction sheet.

All About Me | Invite students to create a mini book about
themselves. Check out the “All About Me” template on Scholastic
Teachables for a ready-to-use worksheet that encourages
students to share basic autobiographical information.

Plus! Host an International Day in your classroom and ask
students to bring in an item to show and tell something about
their family and background.

AVAILABILITY
Print

GRADE LEVEL
K-2

LEXILE
600

GENRE
Picture Book

THEMES
AAPI Experience, Arts & Culture,
Family, |dentity

FURTHER READING
Bindu’s Bindis by Supriya Kelkar,
illustrated by Parvati Pillai

I Am Golden by Eva Chen, illustrated by
Sophie Dao

Where Thuirong Keeps Love by Thu Buu,
illustrated by Bao Luu

n


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=9879bb36-48b9-5eb0-9c03-e4dc8bc01ec6&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/node/482231
https://www.nypl.org/node/482231
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Middle Grade Titles

Nié?lc D. dollier

Nicole D. Collier

Discussion Questions
©® Why is soccer so important to Maya?
® How does Maya overcome her fear of swimming?

©® Maya seems to blame her mother for her parent’s separation.
Do you think this is fair? Why is it important to recognize
different perspectives in a story?

©® What are some of the things Maya learns about her parents?

©® What do you think is the meaning behind this fortune: “You may
lose the small ones but win the big ones”?

© At the end of the story, Maya is called an MVP. How is Maya
helpful to her team and to her friends? What are some of
Maya’s best characteristics?

Classroom Activities

Make a Paper Fortune Teller | Invite students to make their own
fortune teller. Check out the “Make-Your-Own Fun Flap” worksheet
on Scholastic Teachables for a ready-to-use template.

Write Through Your Fears | Ask students to identify one of their
fears. Encourage students to write a journal entry describing their
fears and brainstorm ways to conquer them.

Craft a Short Story | Assign students to write a short story based
on one of the fortunes in The Many Fortunes of Maya. Invite them
to use one of the following fortunes as a sentence starter or first
line to spur their creative thinking.

 “The greatest achievement in life is to stand up again

after falling.”
* “Indreams and in life nothing is impossible.”
* “Two small jumps are sometimes better than one big leap.”

The New York Public Library

The Many Fortunes of Maya

For answers and a dose of good luck, 12-year-old Maya always turns
to her “wheel of fortunes,” a cardboard circle covered with wisdom
from fortune cookies. To find the answers to her toughest questions,
however, she must find the courage to write her own fortune.

AVAILABILITY
Print, e-Book

GRADE LEVEL
4-6

LEXILE
N/A

GENRE

Fiction

THEMES

Family, Friendship, Sports

FURTHER READING

Be Real, Macy Weaver by Lakita Wilson

Booked (The Crossover Series)
by Kwame Alexander

Falling Short by Ernesto Cisneros

Shine On, Luz Véliz! by
Rebecca Balcarcel

Stuntboy, In-Between Time by Jason
Reynolds, illustrated by Radul the Third


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=161e32e0-5842-58f7-8d46-f33c3daeadf1&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/node/482231
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Mehndi Boy

Zain Bandali
lllustrated by Jani Balakumar

o

The first time Tehzeeb tries mehndi, his passion for the art form
blossoms. Soon, he’s creating designs for all his friends and family.
But when his favorite uncle tells him mehndi isn’t for boys, Tez must

Discussion Questions

® What does mehndi mean to Tehzeeb? Why do you think it
makes him happy?

® Why do you think Tehzeeb’s uncle disapproves of him being a
mehndi artist? How does Tehzeeb feel when he learns of his
uncle’s disapproval?

© Tehzeeb often says “practice makes progress.” What does this
expression mean?

©® Tehzeeb works hard to develop his skills. What are some of
your talents?

©® Do you think that certain jobs and pursuits should be
separated by gender?

Classroom Activities

Explore More About Indian Culture | Encourage students to use
their library cards to access online resources, such as Kids InfoBits
and World Book Kids, to do their own research on India. Invite
them to share what they found interesting with the class.

Draw a Paisley Pattern | Flip to the back of the book to find step-
by-step instructions on how to draw a paisley. Walk your students
through the steps to help them create their own designs to better
understand the art of mehndi.

Reflect on Your Art Journey | Invite students to create a work of
art using their favorite visual art method (ex. painting, collaging,
photographing, etc.). Ask students to use their piece to depict how
they felt when they used this medium for the first time.

find the courage to be his true creative self.

AVAILABILITY
Print, e-Book

GRADE LEVEL
3-4

LEXILE
790

GENRE
Fiction

THEMES
AAPI Experience, Arts & Culture,
Gender, Society & Culture

FURTHER READING
Anisa’s International Day by
Reem Farugqi

Marya Khan and the Incredible Henna
Party by Saadia Farugqi, illustrated by
Ani Bushry

Planet Omar: Accidental Trouble
Magnet by Zanib Mian, illustrated by
Nasaya Mafaridik

13


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=a30d0f29-bb78-5e4d-95bc-fcb636a92152&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/kids-infobits
https://www.nypl.org/node/593418

Middle Grade Titles

Christina Li

Discussion Questions

© After Ruby gets in trouble at school, she is sent away to stay
with her grandmother for the summer. Do you think this is a
fair punishment? Why or why not?

© Both Ruby and her Nai-Nai are dealing with grief. How does
Nai-Nai process her grief? How does Ruby process her grief?
In what ways are they similar?

©® Ruby’s relationships with her family and friends are a source
of conflict. What does Ruby learn about friendship from Liam?
What does Ruby learn about family?

©® Why does Ruby fight so hard to save the bakery?

® What do you think the scavenger hunts symbolize in
the story?

® Do you think Ruby finds herself at the end of the story?

Classroom Activities

Explore More About San Francisco | Encourage students to use
their library cards to access online resources, such as Kids InfoBits
and World Book Kids, to do their own research on San Francisco.
Invite them to compare and contrast the Chinatowns in San
Francisco and New York.

Arrange a Scavenger Hunt | Organize a classroom scavenger
hunt, just like Ye-Ye’s. Check out page 4 of “Community Building
Activities: First Week of School & Beyond” on Scholastic
Teachables for a ready-to-use instructional guide that encourages
students to discuss and learn about each other.

The New York Public Library

Ruby Lost and Found

Thanks to her Ye-Ye's epic scavenger hunts, Ruby knows San
Francisco like the back of her hand—but after his death, she feels
utterly lost. Ruby retraces his scavenger hunt maps in an attempt to
find a way out of her grief—and maybe even find herself.

AVAILABILITY
Print, e-Book, Audiobook

GRADE LEVEL
5-7

LEXILE

N/A

GENRE

Fiction

THEMES
AAPI Experience, Family, Grief,
Intergenerational Relationships

FURTHER READING

All the Ways Home by Elsie Chapman
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
When You Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=6a169530-4804-5c21-a3c1-c6d9e3387c18&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/node/482231
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/kids-infobits
https://www.nypl.org/node/593418
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Sincerely Sicily
Tamika Burgess

Sicily Jordan is a Black Panamanian fashionista who rocks her
braids with pride! When she faces prejudice at her new school and
difficulty at home, she picks up her journal to show the world just

TAMIKA/BURGESS

Discussion Questions

©® Identity and culture are big themes in this story. What does the
word identity mean to you?

©® Sicily is Black and Panamanian. Do you think she needs to pick
one side of her identity to describe herself?

©® What is the difference between race and culture?

©® Sicily’s grandmother has a difficult time accepting the way Sicily
likes to wear her hair. Why is Sicily’s grandmother against Sicily
wearing braids? What do you think of her reason? Why do you
think some people judge others based on their hairstyle?

©® Which do you think is worse for Sicily: her grandmother not
accepting her or her classmates not accepting her? Why?

® How does writing help Sicily?

© What are some of the things that Sicily learns from her
research? How does it change the way she views herself, her
family, and her classmates?

Classroom Activities

Explore More About Panama | Encourage students to use their
library cards to access online resources, such as Explora Middle
School for news and magazine articles, to do their own research
on Panama.

Write a Journal Entry | Invite students to write a journal entry
from Sicily’s perspective, expressing her feelings toward her
grandmother and reacting to her criticisms.

Make a Family Tree | Assign students to make a family tree with
the assistance of their parents or guardians. Encourage them to
visit a neighborhood branch to use a computer with on-site access
to Ancestry Library Edition.

what it means to be a proud Black Panamanian.

AVAILABILITY
Print, e-Book

GRADE LEVEL
5-8

LEXILE
N/A

GENRE
Fiction

THEMES
Black Experience, Family, Hispanic/
Latinx Experience, Identity

ADDITIONAL TITLES
Blended by Sharon M. Draper

A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore
Ramée

Lotus Bloom and the Afro Revolution
by Sherri Winston

15


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=4c73be47-9859-5b77-83c0-fe8389413878&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/explora-middle-school
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/ancestry-library-edition
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Middle Grade Titles
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Discussion Questions

© Alina struggles to fit in at school and get her parents to
understand how she feels. Have you ever felt unheard by your
family members? How did that make you feel? Have you found
ways to make your voice heard?

® Why do you think it is so hard for Alina to make friends
at school?

® Why do you think Allen chooses Alina to be the target of
his bullying?

® What do you think about the plot twist in the school’s version
of Cinderella?

©® Name three things that Alina comes to learn about herself by
the end of the story.

® Often, names are chosen and given very carefully. Do you
know the origin story of your name? Are you named after
anyone in your family? Have you ever thought about having a
different name? Why or why not?

Classroom Activities

Rewrite a Fairy Tale | Invite students to rewrite a classic fairy tale,
such as Cinderella, and make small tweaks to the storyline in their
retelling.

Actin Kindness | Ask students to think of acts of kindness they can
share with their classmates. Create a bulletin board featuring these
ideas to encourage them to act in kindness toward each other.

Make a Family Tree | Assign students to make a family tree with
the assistance of their parents or guardians. Encourage them to visit
a neighborhood branch to use a computer with on-site access to
Ancestry Library Edition.

The New York Public Library

The Unlovable Alina Butt

After moving from Pakistan to England, Alina Butt takes a leap of
faith to try and stand out for the “right” reasons. Her hopes to be
the lead of the school play are dashed when her new friend is cast as
Cinderella...and her bully is cast as Prince Charming!

AVAILABILITY
Print, e-Book

GRADE LEVEL
4-7

LEXILE
650

GENRE
Fiction

THEMES
Coming of Age, Friendship,
Self-Esteem

FURTHER READING
Falling Short by Ernesto Cisneros

Flora La Fresca &the Art of Friendship
by Veronica Chambers, illustrated by
Sujean Rim

Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks and
Gita Varadarajan


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=6dffa3bd-6926-5e39-bd61-a93034463667&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/ancestry-library-edition

Young Adult
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‘Dreamer will £
~COLIN KAEPERNICK. ew York Times Bestseling Author

AKIM ALIU
Akim Aliu with Greg Anderson Elysée

lllustrated by Karen De la Vega

This graphic-novel memoir tells the incredible story of Akim Aliu, a
Ukrainian-Nigerian-Canadian hockey player—from being the only
Black kid in his Ukrainian community, to his family struggling to
make ends meet in Toronto, to confronting racist violence both on

and off the ice.

Discussion Questions

® We learned about Akim Aliu’s story in this book. Does his
story make you more curious about his life and hockey as
asport?

© If you were in his shoes, would you have been able to take a
stand and call out the National Hockey League (NHL) for its
racist practices? Have you dealt with similar situations in your
own life? How did you deal with them?

©® Share your thoughts and feelings about Aliu’s grandfather and
his relationship with Aliu’s father.

Classroom Activities

Dive Deeper into the Topic | Invite students to use their library
card to access Flipster and read “Face Off” by Alex Prewitt in
Sports Illustrated, Feb 2021, Issue 1 Volume 132. Ask students:
What'’s something new you learned about Aliu’s experience? How
do you think the NHL should have reacted?

Present a Speech | Ask students to write and prepare a speech
about a topic in social justice, such as racism in sports. Then,
invite them to present their speech to their class informing
other students about the topic and offering ways to help combat
the issue.

AVAILABILITY
Print

GRADE LEVEL
7-12

LEXILE
580 17

GENRE
Comics, Autobiography

THEMES
Activism & Social Justice, Black
Experience, Identity, Sports

FURTHER READING

Black Ice: The Lost History of the
Colored Hockey League of the
Maritimes, 18951925, by George and
Darril Fosty

Michigan vs. the Boys by Carrie S. Allen

Naomi Osaka: Her Journey to
Finding Her Power and Her Voice by
Ben Rothenberg

Victory. Stand!: Raising my Fist for
Justice by Tommie Smith, Derrick
Barnes, and Dawud Anyabwile


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=3737e189-725d-5931-aec2-22bd0a7ef90e&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/flipster
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Young Adult Titles
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Family Style: Memories of an
American from Vietham
Thien Pham

Thien’s first memory is the taste of the food he ate as his family
fled Vietnam. Even after the family arrives at a refugee camp in
Thailand and later resettles in California, they struggle to survive.
Through each chapter of their lives, food takes on a new meaning.

Discussion Questions

©® Each chapter is named after food that’s related to a specific
memory. Do certain dishes evoke special memories for you?
Who are the people that are associated with those memories?

® How does the “American dream” change throughout the story?

©® The Phams move into an apartment complex surrounded by
members of the Vietnamese community. Do you think it’s
important to be in a community that has similar customs,
language, and views on life?

® How do Thien Pham’s illustrations add to this story? What
were your favorite scenes?

Classroom Activities

Create a Work of Art | Explore the NYPL's Teen Voices, a
magazine by and for teens, and direct students to Sammi W.'s
“A Picture of Me” (Teen Voices, Issue 2, Page 23). Create your
own work of art that highlights memories associated with food.
Explore the magazine: nypl.org/teenvoices

Reflect on Food, History & Memory | Food is often entangled
with family history and cultural and culinary heritage. Assign
students to write about their favorite food and consider how food
heritage informs their personal identity.

Explore Multiple Perspectives | Invite students to use their
library card to access Academic Search Premier to read

“The Vietnamese Refugee Crisis of the 1970s and 1980s: A
Retrospective View from NGO Resettlement Workers” by Anna N.
Vu and Vic Satzewich. Ask students: What did you learn? How did
it feel to read another perspective of the same events?

The New York Public Library

AVAILABILITY
Print

GRADE LEVEL
9-12

LEXILE
N/A

GENRE
Comics, Autobiography

THEMES
AAPI Experience, Family, Food,
Immigration

FURTHER READING

Hungry Hearts: 13 Tales of Food &
Love, edited by Elsie Chapman and
Caroline Tung Richmond

In Limbo by Deb ]] Lee

Messy Roots: A Graphic Memoir of a
Wuhanese-American by Laura Gao


http://nypl.org/teenvoices
https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=ae12dd04-4d95-5020-b56c-3ef9cf1dd895&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/academic-search-premier
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Forever Is Now
Mariama J. Lockington

When Sadie and her girlfriend witness an incident of police brutality
unfold before them, Sadie’s whole world is upended in an instant.
Sadie wants to use her voice and affect change—but wonders how

Discussion Questions

©® The novel opens with a quote from Audre Lorde: “Caring for
myself is not self-indulgence. It is self-preservation, and that is
an act of political warfare.” Why do you think the author chose
this quote? Do you agree or disagree with the message?

® How does Sadie care for herself? How do you take care of
yourself when you're feeling stressed, anxious, alone, or down?

® Why do you think the author chose to title the book Forever
Is Now?

©® Lockington writes in the author’s note that this is “a story
where a Black girl gets to be strong and delicate all at once.”
Give examples of times when Sadie was strong and when
she was delicate. Reflect on times when you have been both
strong and delicate.

Classroom Activities

Respond to Music | Find the Forever Is Now playlist in a copy of
the book. Play a few songs for your class and invite students to
write in response to the playlist. Ask students: Why did the author
select these songs? How is it related to the story?

Read Sadie’s Favorite Books | Invite students to use their library
cards to check out one of the books from “Sadie’s ‘All Time Faves’
Reading List.” Then, assign them to write about why Sadie might
have selected her top picks, based on the novel.

Plus! Check out SNFL Teen Center’s Keeping Up with Gen Z, a
podcast hosted by teens for teens—one way to have an online
presence like Sadie’s. Keeping Us with Gen Z was recorded at
the Teen Recording Studio & Media Lab at SNFL, which offers free
programs and space for teens: nypl.org/teenmedialab

she can show up for others in this anxiety-inducing world.

AVAILABILITY
Print, e-Book

GRADE LEVEL
9-12

LEXILE
710

GENRE
Realistic Fiction, Verse Novel

THEMES
Black Experience, Identity, Mental
Health, Social Justice

FURTHER READING
All the Fight Parts: A Novel by
Hannah V. Sawyerr

I Rise by Marie Arnold

Those Pink Mountain Nights by
Jen Ferguson
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http://nypl.org/teenmedialab
https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=a69dc025-1779-5b26-935d-5992438f0df4&entityType=FormatGroup
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Young Adult Titles
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Discussion Questions

©® Rhea’s neighborhood is slowly getting gentrified—and it doesn’t
seem to want her, her family, or her friends anymore. Have you
dealt with and/or are you dealing with gentrification in your
neighborhood? What changes have you noticed around you?

© Do you agree with Rhea and her friends’ decision to start
a fake gang to stop gentrification from advancing in her
neighborhood? What would you do in their situation?

© Each section of the novel starts off with a quote, including
those by Assata Shakur, Audre Lorde, and Malcolm X. Why
do you think the author chose these quotes? How do they
contribute to the story?

Classroom Activities

Research Gentrification and Its Effects | Invite students to use
their library cards to access Opposing Viewpoints and research
gentrification. Facilitate a discussion about their findings. Ask
students: What did you learn? How do you feel after knowing
more about gentrification?

Craft a Short Story | Ask students to use their library cards to read
a book from the Images of America book series. Invite them to
select a location of focus. Assign students to write a short story on
the location of their choice, drawing on what they learned about
how the area has changed. Encourage students to focus on a single
character in the community or the locale itself for their story.

Write a Eulogy | Ask students to think about a place they know
that has completely changed. Invite them to write a eulogy for
it—including a fond personal memory or story—and share it with
the class.

The New York Public Library

There Goes the Neighborhood

In order to stop the destructive forces of gentrification in South L.A.,
three best friends use social media to create the illusion of fake gang
violence. All Rhea wanted to do was protect her community. No one
was supposed to get hurt. No one was supposed to die.

AVAILABILITY
Print, e-Book, Audiobook

GRADE LEVEL
9-12

LEXILE
N/A

GENRE
Realistic Fiction

THEMES
Black Experience, Family, Friendship,
Society & Culture

FURTHER READING
Clementine and Danny Save the World
(and Each Other) by Livia Blackburne

This Side of Home by Renée Watson

When We Make It: A Nuyorican Novel by
Elisabet Velasquez


https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=115284da-df0e-5f15-b39a-d30ff384f92b&entityType=FormatGroup
https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases/opposing-viewpoints-resource-center
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Discussion Questions

©® We learned about the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act in this book. How did you feel when Cooper
took Perry to the college campus where she met Warrior Girl for
the first time?

©® Auntie Daunis unbraids Perry’s hair while sharing a traumatic
experience from when she was younger. Why do you think the
author chose to have Daunis reveal this experience while she
is in the act of braiding hair?

©® We learned about Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
(MMIW) in this book. How did you feel when Shense went missing?

© Perry steals items that she knows belong to her ancestors
twice: the seeds of Dr. Fenton’s office and her great-great-
grandmother’s basket from the souvenir shop. Does Perry act
before thinking in those moments? Are the consequences she
has to face extreme? What would you have done in her shoes?

Classroom Activities

Interview the Community | Invite students to use their library
cards to check out Those Who Saw the Sun: African American

Oral Histories from the Jim Crow South by Jaha Nailah Avery to
learn about interviewing elderly community members. Then, have
students conduct interviews with classmates or family members to
learn interview skills and listen to oral histories.

Research & Take Action | Encourage students to explore a
community service project in an area of their interest. Refer to
page 5 to learn how to schedule a visit to a neighborhood branch
and invite students to incorporate available digital resources and
items into their projects. Assign them to write two or three ideas
on how the community can band together to support their cause.

Vibrant Voices | 2024 Educator Guide

Warrior Girl Unearthed

A Native teen begins to question everything as the rising number

of missing Indigenous women starts circling closer to home, as her
family becomes embroiled in a high-profile murder investigation, and
as grave robbers seek to profit off of her tribe.

AVAILABILITY
Print, e-Book, Audiobook

GRADE LEVEL
9-12

LEXILE
720

GENRE
Fiction, Thriller, Suspense

THEMES
Identity, Indigenous Experience, Family

FURTHER READING
The Shadow Sister by Lily Meade

Sins of the Shovel: Looting, Murder, and
the Evolution of American Archaeology
by Rachel Morgan

The Summer of Bitter and Sweet by
Jen Ferguson
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https://borrow.nypl.org/search/card?id=636ce6b5-ec9c-5f94-87a1-616f9b8d0920&entityType=FormatGroup
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Explore More from the Library’s Center for
Educators and Schools

The New York Public Library’s Center for Educators and Schools is an initiative
devoted to using the resources and collections of NYPL to ignite the curiosity, joy,
and passion of learning within educators, students, and school communities. Find
information about programs and services tailored to the educator community below,
including book lists, credit-bearing workshops, residency programs, special access to
exhibitions, and much more.

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter to get the latest news, teaching tips, and more:
nypl.org/educatorsnewsletter

Access Ready-to-Use Curriculum Guides

Discover curricular materials that leverage the Library’s collections, along with model
questions and activities for your students. Plus, find a wide array of online teaching
tools that explore various themes and can be easily integrated into your classroom.

Expand Your Classroom Collection

Explore instructional materials and book lists curated by our expert staff for students,
teachers, librarians, and homeschooling parents—and get book sets delivered directly to
your classroom through the MyLibraryNYC program.

Attend Events & Workshops for Educators

Build skills with your community by joining us for a wide range of programs for
educators and librarians, including residency programs, credit-bearing professional
development workshops with industry experts, author talks, and film screenings.

Schedule a Class Visit

Introduce your students to the Library by arranging a visit to an NYPL branch, inviting a
librarian to run a classroom workshop, or viewing highlights from our collections in the
Polonsky Exhibition of The New York Public Library’s Treasures with your students.

Learn more about the Center for Educators and Schools:
nypl.org/ces


http://nypl.org/educatorsnewsletter
http://nypl.org/ces

About The New York Public Library

Founded in 1895, The New York Public Library is the nation’s largest public library
system with a unique combination of neighborhood libraries throughout the Bronx,
Manhattan, and Staten Island and four scholarly research centers—the Stephen A.
Schwarzman Building, the Library for the Performing Arts, the Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, and the Thomas Yoseloff Business Center at the Stavros
Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL). Serving millions of patrons a year both in person
and online, the Library offers free materials, classes, and programs for users of all ages.

New York
~) Public

-
(\Q‘ Library Learn more: nypl.org/ces


http://nypl.org/ces
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