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Arrangement in Black and White  

Burton’s wife is much more tolerant of colored people than her 
husband. She proudly announces repeatedly that skin color doesn't 
trouble her, especially when she meets famous singer Walter 
Williams, the guest of honor.  

Parker was an early advocate for social justice and was blacklisted 
in Hollywood for her participation in left-wing causes. Upon her 
death, her entire literary estate was bequeathed to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. although she had never met him. After his 
assassination in 1968, the estate was transferred to the NAACP. The 
NAACP built a memorial garden at its national headquarters in 
Baltimore where her ashes are interred. The Dorothy Parker Society 
website has more details of the events following her death: 
http://www.dorothyparker.com/dot11.htm   

This story was first published in the October 8, 1927 issue of The 
New Yorker. An audio version read by actress Tyne Daly is available 
at the online magazine Salon.com: 
http://static.salon.com/mp3s/newyorker4.mp3 
The full text is available online: 
http://www.drwrite.com/analyzing/stories/arrange.shtml   

Soldiers of the Republic 

Sitting in a café in Spain in 1937, Parker shares her cigarettes with a 
group of soldiers returning to the frontlines. In return they tell her 
stories of the war and of their lives. 

This story was first published in the February 5, 1938 issue of The 
New Yorker. Parker traveled in Spain during the Spanish Civil War, 
reporting on the Loyalist cause in the Communist magazine New 
Masses. She headed Spanish Children’s Relief and worked for 

several other civil liberties causes during the 30s and 40s, which led 
to her being blacklisted in 1950.  

A Telephone Call 

He said he would call at five, it’s already seven, and he still hasn’t 
called. What’s a girl to do, bargain with God, count to five hundred 
by fives, what? 

This story is an example of an interior monologue. It was first 
published in the January 1928 issue of The Bookman. The full text is 
available online: http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/teleycal.html 

An audio version by Tallulah Bankhead from a radio broadcast of 
The Big Show on February 11th, 1951 is available on YouTube: 

http://tinyurl.com/89fgcrr  

All the above stories are in the following books at NYPL: 

o The Poetry and Short Stories of Dorothy Parker.    New York: 
Modern Library, 1994. 

o The Portable Dorothy Parker with an introduction by Marion 
Meade. New York: Penguin Books, 2006, c1976. 

 

 

Looking for more stories? 

Find print and audiobook short story collections in the Library 
catalog: www.catalog.nypl.org or http://nypl.bibliocommons.com   

Download eBooks and eAudiobooks from the eNYPL collection:   
http://ebooks.nypl.org  

Read short stories online: 

o www.classicreader.com  

o http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Short_Stories_(Bookshelf) 


