
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

MID-MANHATTAN LIBRARY 
THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

455 FIFTH AVENUE  
(40TH STREET AND 5TH AVENUE) 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 
212-340-0989 

nypl.org/ 

MID-MANHATTAN LIBRARY 

EVENTS 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

   JANUARY 2014  

2nd 
THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library 
presents:  "How New York Became the 
Empire City: A Mythical Tour of Lower 
Manhattan," with Ronald J. Brown, Ph.D., 
an authority on the religious history of  
New York City. 
This visual lecture tells the story of how a  
minor Dutch colonial outpost became the 
Empire City.  It is a thrilling mythical history  
of New York City below Chambers Street.   
The founding Dutch envisioned more than  
just another colonial settlement in the New 
World.  New Amsterdam was conceived as  
the capital of the vast Dutch colonial and 
commercial empire that would rule the Dutch 
possessions in the Caribbean, Brazil, and Africa.  
From its inception, New York City was destined 
to be an Empire City.  Discover how this 
imperial destiny of New Amsterdam grew 
and evolved through the centuries into the 
metropolis of today. 

6th 
MONDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library 
presents: "Environmental Debt:  
The Hidden Costs of a Changing Global 
Economy," with Amy Larkin, an award-
winning environmental activist and social 
entrepreneur. 
This provocative and hard-hitting illustrated 
lecture exposes the link between our financial 
and environmental crises.  For decades, 
politicians and business leaders alike told the 
American public that today's challenge was 
growing the economy, and that environmental 
protection was less important. This false choice 
has morphed into a fiscal crisis of epic 
proportions because of climate change and 
environmental degradation.  Learn how some 
businesses are actually moving swiftly to align 
the rules of business with the laws of nature. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

11th 
SATURDAY AT 2:30 P.M. 

Slide Lecture:  "Semiology of Portolan Charts," 
with Zhennya Slootskin, a cartographer and  
web designer, who has created hundreds of  
maps concerning urban waterfront issues. 
This illustrated talk explores what the 
Mediterranean nautical charts from the Middle 
Ages, known as a Portolan charts, can tell us  
about the people that used them and the culture  
that created them. 
This event is co-sponsored by the New York  
Map Society. 

13th 
MONDAY AT 6:30 P.M 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library presents: 
"The Modern Art Cookbook," with  
Mary Ann Caws, Distinguished Professor of 
English, French, and comparative literature  
at the Graduate Center, CUNY. 
This illustrated talk surveys how artists and  
writers have eaten, cooked, and depicted food.   
The author examines the parallels between the 
art of cuisine and the visual arts and literature, 
using artworks, diaries, novels, letters, and  
poems to illuminate the significance of  
particular ingredients and dishes in the lives of  
the world’s greatest artists. 

14th 
TUESDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library presents: 
"Robicelli's: A Love Story, with Cupcakes:  
With 50 Decidedly Grown-Up Recipes, " with  
Allison and Matt Robicelli, co-owners of the 
acclaimed bakery Robicelli’s. 
In this visual presentation, the team behind the 
popular Brooklyn bakery and blog, take the 
audience on a baking journey featuring their edgy, 
unapologetically hilarious take on life, including 
how they survived severe economic setbacks to 
launch one of the country’s most sought after 
cupcake brands. 

 
 

 

 
All Events are subject to change 

or cancellation 
 

More Library Programs 
on Back of Flyer 

 

7th 
TUESDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library presents:  
"Looking at Ansel Adams: The Photographs  
and the Man," with Andrea G. Stillman, who 
worked with Ansel Adams in the 1970s and has 
edited several of his books. 

This visual lecture is the biography of America’s 
most honored photographer and one of its most 
influential and effective environmental advocates, 
Ansel Adams.  The author shows slides of his 
photographs including the negative, the first  
print and how he manipulated it in the darkroom  
for the final effect.  Illuminating the presentation 
throughout are family photographs, letters, and 
postcards, as well as the images behind iconic 
photographs, offering surprising insight into  
Adams’ creative process. 

8th 
WEDNESDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library presents:   
"Present Shock: When Everything Happens 
Now," with Douglas Rushkoff, Ph.D., a world-
renowned media theorist whose twelve books 
have won prestigious awards. 
This presentation explores the always-on, 
simultaneous society in which we live, as well  
has how this new temporal landscape influences 
media, culture, economics, politics, and meaning. 

9th 
THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library presents: 
"Spying on Democracy:  Government 
Surveillance, Corporate Power, and Public 
Resistance," with Heidi Boghosian, the  
executive director of the National Lawyers  
Guild and Lewis Lapham, the editor of  
Lapham’s Quarterly and former editor of  
Harper’s Magazine. 
There isn't a day that goes by without reports  
of spying abuses by the National Security  
Agency (NSA).  Since June 2013, when Edward 
Snowden, a former NSA contractor, leaked  
to the Guardian UK and the Washington Post,  
it has become clear that the U.S. government is 
conducting mass surveillance of its own people. 
While violating constitutional principles at home, 
the government is also monitoring phone calls, 
emails, and other communications of America’s 
allies and other innocent people abroad.  How did 
we get to this truly Orwellian moment?  What role 
do corporations play in making this eavesdropping 
and spying possible?  What can we do to protect 
ourselves? 
This stimulating evening will include ample time  
for audience Q&A. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

22nd 
WEDNESDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library presents:   

"In the Balance: Law and Politics on the 

Roberts Court," with Mark Tushnet, the  

William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Law at 

Harvard Law School and the author of "A Court 

Divided: The Rehnquist Court and the Future of 

Constitutional Law." 
With the Supreme Court just about evenly divided 
between conservatives and liberals, the author 
explores how this balance has determined recent 
decisions, such as the Affordable Care Act, as well 
as how it functions as a balance of power among 
the individual justices. 

23rd 
THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library presents:                                                  
"Who's Bigger: Where Historical Figures  
Really Rank," with Steven Skiena,  
Distinguished Teaching Professor of  
Computer Science at Stony Brook University. 
This illustrated lecture brings quantitative  
analysis to bear on ranking and comparing  
historical reputations by aggregating the traces  
of millions of opinions,  just as Google ranks 
webpages.  Rankings of more than one thousand  
of history's most significant people in science, 
politics, entertainment, and all areas of human 
endeavor are presented. 

27th 
MONDAY  AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library presents:   
"A Disease in the Public Mind:  
A New Understanding of Why We Fought  
the Civil War," with Thomas Fleming,  
the author of more than fifty books. 
The prolific historian and historical novelist looks  
at the real reason America became engaged in a  
war that would leave a million of its citizens dead: 
fanaticism (on both sides—North and South),  
rather than the issue of slavery. 

28th 
TUESDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library presents:   
"Chasing the Great Muckraker  
Seymour Hersh," with Robert Miraldi, PhD., 
author of "Seymour Hersh: Scoop Artist" and  
an award-winning author, journalist and 
columnist who teaches at the State University  
of New York. 
This talk captures the author’s many years  
pursuing Seymour Myron Hersh as he wrote the 
first-ever biography of the Pulitzer-Prize-winning 
and controversial investigative reporter.  He 
highlights some of his major "scoops," paying 
particular attention to the time Mr. Hersh spent  
in New York City as a reporter for The New York 
Times. 

15th 
WEDNESDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Slide Lecture:  "Virtual Tour of Jewish Harlem," 
with Marty Schneit, a former Licensed  
New York City Tour Guide. 
Before the great black migration from the south, 
Harlem was the third largest Jewish community  
in the world.  This illustrated lecture explores why  
the Jews selected Harlem as their residence in the 
1880's.  Take a fascinating guided journey through  
the sites of Jewish life in the remarkable urban 
settlement:  Oscar Hammerstein I and  
Oscar Hammerstein II, Richard Rogers,  
Yoselle Rosenblatt, Ehrich Weiss  
and Milton Berle, who resided in Harlem when 
Harlem was predominately Jewish, and  
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, which was originally 
Temple Israel, the largest and most influential 
synagogue in Harlem, will be featured. 

16th 
THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Panel Discussion:  "Second Two Bites of  
the Apple: Bright Lights, Dark Deeds," with 
Katia Lief, moderator, and panelists,  
Reed Farrell Coleman, Triss Stein,  
Cathi Stoler, and Joe Trigoboff from  
Mystery Writers of America -- New York 
Chapter. 
New York, New York, our town of beautiful people 
and (sometimes) ugly actions.  Join us for the  
second program about mysteries set right here.  
Panelists include an intriguing mix: author of a  
multi-award winning PI series who has also been 
called a “hard boiled poet”; a New Yorker who 
experienced some of the tough life before he  
wrote about it; a native of farm country who writes 
about the history and neighborhoods of Brooklyn,  
her adopted home; and a newcomer who tells tales  
of international crime that include New York. 

21st 
TUESDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Slide Lecture:  "Take a Behind-the-Scenes  
Tour of Library Way with its Designers,  
Jennifer Andrews and Gregg LeFevre,"  
the artistic team, which created dozens of  
site-specific art  installations in cities across  
the country  
The artists share stories about the authors  
featured in Library Way and speak about their  
design process for the iconic bronze inset series 
leading up to the Schwarzman Building on Fifth 
Avenue.  Anecdotes and experiences from related 
public art projects in Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Salt Lake City, Miami, and Dallas will be interwoven 
throughout the visual presentation. 
 
 

 
 

 

29th 
WEDNESDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library 
presents:  "More Powerful than Dynamite: 
Radicals, Plutocrats, Progressives and  
New York’s Year of Anarchy," with  
Thai Jones, the Herbert H. Lehman  
Curator for American History at  
Columbia University's Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library. 
This illustrated lecture charts the story of  
the dramatic struggle in 1914 between 
anarchists, progressives, and plutocrats in  
New York City. 

30th 
THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 

Author Visit:  Author @ the Library 
presents:  "Just Babies: The Origins of  
Good and Evil," with Paul Bloom, the  
Brooks and Suzanne Ragen Professor of 
Psychology at Yale University. 
Psychologists have long believed that we  
begin life as amoral animals.  After all, isn’t it 
the role of society to transform babies from 
little psychopaths into civilized beings?  The 
renowned psychologist and an internationally 
recognized expert on the psychology of 
language, social reasoning, morality and art 
argues that humans are in fact hardwired  
with a sense of morality.  Join him for a 
fascinating discussion as he reveals that  
babies and toddlers can judge the goodness  
and badness of others’ actions; and that they 
feel guilt, shame, pride and righteous anger. 
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