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Get Ready, Get Set, INVENT![image: image1.jpg]
Consider if there was:
No public transportation!
No telephones!
No electricity! 

No music players!
No lights except for candles or moonlight!
SCARY RIGHT?
Luckily, inventors have come up with ways to make all these things possible. Let’s meet some of them.
Featured Inventors:
The Wright Brothers

Mrs. A. E. Malone

Thomas Edison

Hedy Lamarr

Granville T. Woods

Benjamin Franklin

George Washington Carver

Marie and Pierre Curie

Elijah Mc Coy

Can you add more inventions or inventors to this list?
Think of the things you use in your daily life. Do you know who invented it? 
	Inventor

	Invention


Group Activity:
Students will work together in small groups. Each group will look up a specific inventor using the links or books listed in the appendix. Each group will choose a recorder who will write down what they learned from their research about an inventor including what they would like to learn. This may be in a form of a question about a particular invention. After completing this task students will take turns sharing with the entire class what they have learned from their research about an inventor and his/her invention (s).

The Wright Brothers
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Image title: Orville Wright
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	What do you know about The Wright Brothers
	What would you like to learn?

	
	


Mrs. A. E. Malone
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                                  Image Title: Mrs. A. E. Malone

                                  NYPL Digital ID number: 1219301
	What do you know about Mrs. A.E. Malone?
	What would you like to learn?

	
	


Thomas Alva Edison
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Image title: Thomas Alva Edison

                    NYPL Digital Gallery Number: 1227607
	What do you know about Thomas Edison?
	What would you like to learn?

	
	


Hedy Lamarr
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Image Title: Hedy Lamarr 

NYPL  Digital Gallery ID number: TH-27917

	What do you know about Hedy Lamarr?
	What would you like to learn?

	
	


Granville T. Woods
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Image Title: Granville T. Woods

NYPL Digital Gallery number: 1169768 
	What do you know about Granville T. Woods?
	What would you like to learn?

	
	


Benjamin Franklin
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           Image Title: Benjamin Franklin. Lightning conductors.
           NYPL Digital Gallery Number: 1651644

	What do you know about Benjamin Franklin
	What would you like to learn?

	
	


George Washington Carver
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      Image Title: Scientist George Washington Carver in his laboratory at Tuskegee Institute
NYPL Digital Gallery number: 1947075
	What do you know about George Washington Carver?
	What would you like to learn?
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Image Title: Marie Curie. 
NYPL Digital Gallery Number: 1219528
	What do you know about Marie and Pierre Curie?
	What would you like to learn?

	
	


Elijah McCoy
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          Image Title: Elijah McCoy


          NYPL Digital Gallery number:  1235125
	What do you know about Elijah McCoy?
	What would you like to learn?

	
	


Four simple steps to help you learn more about inventors:
I.   Go to the New York Public Library’s website: www.nypl.org

      Enter the inventor’s name in the “Find books, DVD’s and more for a list of books 
2.  Or Go to the New York Public Library’s website at www.nypl.org
· Select Research

· Scroll down to Digital Gallery
· Type inventors or an inventor’s name for images 
3. Go to www.nypl.org
· Select Research

· Scroll down to articles and databases

· Select E or type in Ebsco 

· Select Ebsco Primary Search
· Type in your inventor’s name and select Search
4. Go to these helpful websites that have great information about inventors and their inventions.

http://www.asktheinventors.com
http://www.blackinventors.com
http://black-history.blackvoices.com/2011/02/04/black-inventors-video-inventions-african-americans/
www.brainpop.com
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/1500.shtml
http://invention.smithsonian.org/home/
http://invention.smithsonian.org/centerpieces/edison/Scholastics.com
http://www.thinkquest.org
Inventions Biography
Name of Inventor: ________________________________________________________________

What did this person invent?
 __________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What happened as a result of this invention? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Is there something you would like to invent or you think needs inventing? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Have you heard the expression, “Necessity is the mother of invention? What do you think this means?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
To read more about inventors and their inventions check out the following books available at the New York Public Library:

African American Inventors. By Sullivan, Otha Richard 
African American Women Scientists and Inventors. By Sullivan, Otha Richard 
Eureka! Great Inventions and How They Happened. By Platt, Richard 
Girls Think of Everything. Stories of Ingenious Inventions by Women. By Thimmesh, Catherine 
Hooray for Inventors! By Williams, Marcia



Now & Ben. The Modern Inventions of Benjamin Franklin.  By Barretta, Gene 
Smithsonian Visual Timeline of Inventions, By Platt, Richard 

The Groundbreaking, Chance-taking Life of George Washington Carver and Science & Invention in America. By Harness, Cheryl 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret A Novel in Words and Pictures. By Selznick, Brian 
Took Flight. By Venezia, Mike 

Twentieth Century Inventors! By Aaseng, Nathan 

Weird & Wacky Inventions. By Murphy, Jim 


Wright Brothers – Inventors that Really Fly.  By Judith St. George








Find these and many other books by going to http://www.nypl.org
· Select “Find Books, Dvd’s and More”

· Type in an inventor’s name or just “Inventors” 

· Look on the left hand column and select “Audience” 

· Scroll down the list and select Children and choose your book titles
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