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Kristiina Ehin will read from her poetry and prose, and will present 1001 Winters and 
In a Single Breath, her two new books in English translation published in the US.  She 
will also introduce Paleontoloogi päevaraamat (Paleontologist’s Diary), a book of 
memoirs which appeared recently in Estonia and is currently being translated into 
English.  Silver Sepp will accompany her on fantastical instruments of his own 
creation, and will also introduce his new solo CD Mis asi see on? (What’s this?). They 
will sing some songs together and tell stories that won’t let go. “We have appeared 
with much the same program in Estonia, England, Finland and Portugal, yet every 
time it results in something quite new that even surprises us. We want to do 
something special in New York as well”, say Kristiina and Silver.

Her plays and broadcasts have also been translated into English and her work, poetry 
and prose, appears regularly in leading English language literary magazines and 
anthologies in the US, UK and Ireland, including Modern Poetry in Translation, The 
Bitter Oleander, Best European Fiction 2013, Poetry Ireland, Poetry Wales, Cyphers, 
The Stinging Fly, Orbis and others.  In addition to English, her work has been 
translated into 19 languages.

She is a highly acclaimed performer of her poetry, prose and drama in Estonian as 
well as English and travels extensively around Estonia and abroad to perform her 
work, sometimes accompanied by musicians.

Kristiina lives with her husband, the musician Silver Sepp, and her son in Viljandi, 
Estonia. Website: Kristiina Ehin in English http://lehtpere.blogspot.com/

KRISTIINA EHIN was born in Rapla, Estonia in 1977. She has an MA in 
Comparative and Estonian Folklore from the University of Tartu, and in her native 
Estonian has to date published six volumes of poetry, three books of short stories and 
a retelling of South-Estonian folk tales. She has also written two theatrical 
productions as well as poetic, imaginative radio broadcasts, one of which has also 
been released as a CD. She has won Estonia’s most prestigious poetry prize for 
Kaitseala (Huma, 2005), a book of poems and journal entries written during a year 
spent living as a nature reserve warden on an otherwise uninhabited island off 
Estonia’s north coast. 

Kristiina has published six books of poetry and three of prose in English translation, 
with more on the way. The Drums of Silence (Oleander, 2007) was awarded the 
British Poetry Society Popescu Prize for European Poetry in Translation, and The 
Scent of Your Shadow (Arc, 2010) is a British Poetry Book Society Recommended 
Translation.

SILVER SEPP lives close enough to the Arctic Circle to create wistful, 
meditative landscapes of sound, yet comes from a fishing village on the 
southernmost coast of Estonia, where the minor key has been avoided for centuries.

Silver finds most of his songs and tunes in the imaginative instruments he has 
created himself. He has reinvented the bicycle wheel and has given all sorts of 
everyday clutter new resonance. In concert he transforms the bicycle wheel into a 
percussion as well as melodic instrument in its own right. The bowls for his water 
drum set, requiring 20 liters of water, were found in the sauna at his home farm, yet 
to date have featured in over fifty concerts of the band RO:TORO in Great Britain 
alone. The sound of his nail instrument, visually reminiscent of a sea mine, has been 
said to sound more beautiful than a cello.

On the one hand Silver is a troubadour accompanying himself on the guitar, on the 
other an extraordinary fantasist.


