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QUICK START GUIDE 

 

  
Downloading eBooks from NYPL 

 
What is an eBook? An eBook, or electronic book, is a digital version of a print book that has been optimized for 
on-screen reading. With an eBook, readers can usually access a title immediately without leaving their computer. 
The ebook can be read on your computer, or on a handheld PDA or an ebook reader. In addition, the text can be 
scanned for a particular word or phrase, and can be read even when not connected to the internet. Some eBooks 
contain extra features not available with the print version. You can borrow and download eBooks from NYPL in a 
few easy steps. 

Downloading software  

1. Go to ebooks.nypl.org. In the left-hand menu, select your preferred eBook software under Software 
Downloads. For more information about which software to choose, see the quick start guide on Software 
Downloads for eNYPL Content.  

Borrowing eBooks from eNYPL  

2. Once you have installed your preferred software, return to eNYPL Home. 

3. Hover the mouse over the Browse eBooks section in the left-hand menu bar. This allows you to browse 
eBooks by subject. The Browse menu also allows you to limit results to Children’s or Young Adult titles. 

4. Under Browse eNYPL Collection, you can limit your results to only ePUB ebooks. At the top of the page, 
you can search for specific titles, authors, or formats. 

5. You can re-sort results by title [default], creator, release date, most popular, or date added to site. 

6. Once you find a title you wish to download, click Add to eList on the right side of the entry. You have 30 
minutes to complete your checkout before the eBook is returned to the library’s collection.  

NOTE: If Add to eList is not an option, this means all of the electronic copies of the book are in use. Click 
Request Item on the right side of the entry. If you are not already logged in, the system will prompt you 
for your library card number and PIN. Enter your email address and the system will notify you when the 
title is available to check out. 

7. Click Proceed to Checkout. If you are not already logged in, enter your library card number and PIN. 

8. You can adjust the lending period to 7, 14, or 21 days. You may check out up to 12 items from eNYPL at 
one time. After choosing your lending period, click Confirm Checkout, and then Download. 

 NOTE: You can complete the checkout of an eBook to your account on NYPL computers, but must 
 complete the download on your own machine. 

9. A dialog box will appear, prompting you to open or save the file. This is the license for the eBook, which is 
stored on a content server. Open the file with the software you installed. The file will download 
immediately and launch the software.  

10. Your downloaded eBook should now appear in your eBook reader software. Double-click on the title or 
the book image to begin reading the book. At the end of the lending period, the eBook will expire and 
disappear from your computer. In some cases, you may need to manually delete the expired eBook. 


