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Stokes, Anson Phelps, 1838-1913

Stokes family genealogical research papers, 1709-1960 (bulk 1870-
1940)

7 linear feet (14 boxes)
Gift of the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, 2008

The Stokes Family Genealogical Research Papers consist of
genealogical research materials compiled and collected by Anson
Phelps Stokes, author of the Stokes Records (1910), and his
daughter, Helen Phelps Stokes on the Phelps and Stokes families,
who were primarily bankers and merchants in New England and
New York in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Materials in the
collection include correspondence, manuscripts of genealogical
works, family trees, genealogical pamphlets, notes, numerous
copies and a small number of original family documents. Highlights
include correspondence (1843-1847) of Anson Greene Phelps and
his daughters, Caroline Phelps Stokes and Elizabeth Phelps James
and an 1867 safe conduct for James Stokes signed by William H.
Seward.

Apply in the Special Collections Office for admission to the
Manuscripts and Archives Division.

Stokes Family Genealogical Research Papers, Manuscripts and
Archives Division, The New York Public Library.
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Provenance note

Donated by William E. D. Stokes, Jr. to the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, 1958.
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Biographical / Historical note

Biographical note

Anson Greene Phelps (1781-1853) was a New York merchant, a member of the New York Young
Men's Bible Society, a descendant of Massachusetts Bay Colony Governor Thomas Dudley and the
founder of the Phelps, Dodge & Co. import-export business. He took three sons-in-law into the
business, William Earl Dodge (the son of Phelps' business partner, David Low Dodge), Daniel James,
and James Stokes (the son of British-born merchant Thomas Stokes, who was also in business with
Phelps). Although the sons-in-law became the senior partners in the firm after Phelps' death in 1853,
friction between the personalities of William Dodge and James Stokes eventually led Stokes and his
sons to withdraw from the business in 1875.

James and Caroline Phelps Stokes had ten children; the eldest was Anson Greene Phelps Stokes
(1838-1913), who reinforced the connection to the Phelps family by marrying Helen Louisa Phelps,
daughter of banker Isaac Newton Phelps. In addition to his genealogical works, most notably the
Stokes Records (1910), Anson Phelps Stokes was the author of many published works on other
subjects, including a brief travel memoir, Cruising in the Caribbean with a Camera (published in 1903
by Dodd, Mead), and works on bi-metallism and money, Joint-Metallism, (published in 1895/6, G.P.
Putnam's sons) and Dangers of the Proposed National Paper-Money Trust (published in 1898, by the
Knickerbocker Press.) Anson and Helen Stokes had nine children including a daughter, Helen Phelps
Stokes, who continued her father's genealogical research after his death; and most notably Isaac
Newton Phelps Stokes (1867-1944), architect, housing reformer, and author of The Iconography of
Manhattan Island, 1498-1909.

Sources:
The New York Times, 6/29/13

Tales of the Phelps-Dodge Family: A Chronicle of Five Generations, by Phyllis B. Dodge, 1987
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Scope and content note

Scope and content note

This collection consists of genealogical research materials on the Phelps and Stokes families, who
were primarily New England and New York bankers and merchants, compiled and collected by Anson
Phelps Stokes and his daughter, Helen Phelps Stokes, focusing on the distant English ancestors of
the families.

Materials in this collection consist of correspondence with professional researchers and Stokes family
members, numerical files (profiles on family members, arranged by number, mostly from the sixteen,
seventeenth and eighteenth century, with a few later nineteenth century family member profiles, some
of which are accompanied by original documents). Background research materials include copies and
transcripts of documents such as court records, indenture documents, patent rolls, estate inventories,
newspaper articles, bible records and wills, and genealogical writings and family trees. Manuscripts
for genealogical works by Anson Phelps Stokes and Helen Phelps Stokes include the Stokes
Records (1910), by Anson Phelps Stokes as well as other writings on the family by Helen Phelps
Stokes, many of which have corresponding family trees. Original documents in the collection date
back to 1709 and correspondence of William E. D. Stokes, who inherited the research materials are
from as late as 1960, but the bulk of the collection, created by Anson Phelps Stokes and Helen
Phelps Stokes dates from 1870-1940.

Arrangement note
The Stokes Family Genealogical Research Papers are organized in the following series:

Series I: Correspondence, 1873-1940
Series Il: Numerical Files, 1824-1911
Series Ill: Resource Materials, 1709-1958
Series IV: Manuscripts, 1771-1960

Vi
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Series I: Correspondence, 1873-1940

This series consists of correspondence, 1873-1940, of Anson Phelps Stokes and, to
a lesser extent, Helen Phelps Stokes concerning research on their family history.
Their correspondents include other family members and professional researchers
such as Ruth T. Sperry and Lothrop Worthington.

Burke's Landed Gentry, 1938
Correspondence between the editor and Helen Phelps Stokes and William E. D.
Stokes.
Regarding Dudley Gate at Harvard University, 1940 (Various correspondents)
Pontifax, A., Rev., 1893 May
Probert, M. H, 1900-1911 (Includes photograph.)
Schomberg, Arthur, Esq., 1906
Sperry, Ruth T., 1894-1898
Stokes, Adrian and Henry Francis J. Vaughn, 1906
Stokes, Helen Phelps, with various correspondents, 1918, 1922, 1935
Stokes, Thomas G., 1873-1907
Worthington, Lothrop, 1901-1915
1901
1902-1904
1905
1906
1907
1908-1909
1910-1913

1913
1914
1915
Various, 1906-1907, 1912, 1920, 1922, 1940
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Series II: Numerical Files, 1824-1911

This series consists of 186 profiles on family members, mostly from the sixteen,
seventeenth and eighteenth century, with a few from the nineteenth century,
arranged by number. These profiles were compiled and maintained ca. 1895-1905.
The numerical files for Anson Phelps Stokes, James Stokes, Isaac Newton Stokes,
Thomas Stokes and Anson Greene Phelps include original documents created by
the individuals, dating from 1824-1911.

Notebook with guide to numbers, Undated
2: Anson Phelps Stokes (1838-1913), 1865 Oct 18, n.d. (Includes marriage
certificate.)
4: James Boulter Stokes (1804-1881), 1824, 1833, 1838, 1844, 1867
Includes lesson book, letter, recommendation and safe conduct signed by William H.
Seward.
5: Caroline Phelps Stokes (1812-1881, 1843-1847, Undated
Includes correspondence with sister Elizabeth Phelps James.
6: Isaac Newton Phelps (1802-1888), Undated
Includes obituary for his wife and photographed portrait.

7: Sarah Maria Lusk (1808-1867), Undated

8: Thomas Stokes, Esqg. (1765-1832) , 1828, 1830, 1870, 1872, n.d.
Includes profile, poem, letter and an invitation for his memorial.

10: Anson Greene Phelps (1751-1853), 1826-1854, n.d.
Includes correspondence, clippings, photograph, sermon on his death.

12: Joseph Phelps (1977-1834), Undated

14: Sylvester Lusk (1885-1851), 1911, n.d.

16: William A. Stokes (1739-1786), 1842, n.d.

17: Sarah Arnold, 1900-1905, n.d. (Includes Arnold Pedigree. )

18: James Boulter, 1900-1908

20: Thomas Phelps (1741-1792), Lieutenant, 1893

22: Elihu Egleston (1742-1802), Undated

24: Jerijah Phelps (1712-1792), Undated

26: Matthew Sadd (1726-1798), Undated

28: James Lusk, Undated

32: Henry Stokes (b. 1717), Undated

40: Thomas Phelps (1711-1777), Undated

42: Haynes Woodbridge (1717-1754), Undated

44: Ebenezer Egleston (1712-1761), Undated

46: Ensign George Olcott (1709-1775), Undated

50: John Stroughton (1683-1746), Undated

51: Eunice Bissell, Undated

52: Ensign Thomas Sadd (1691-1767), Undated

53: Daniel Grant (1692-1740), Undated

54: John Grant (1690-1771), Undated

56: John Lusk (1702- 1788), Undated

58: Rev. John Graham (1722-1796), Undated

60: Benjamin King (1717-1777), Undated

62: Nathaniel Bugbee (1721-1813), Undated

64: John Stokes (1698-1746), Undated

80: Thomas Phelps (1687-1750), Undated

81: Hannah Phelps, Undated

82: John Watson (1690-1724), Undated

84: Rev. Timothy Woodbridge (1686-1742), Undated

86: Samuel Griswold (1685-1777) Undated
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88: Ebenezer Egleston (1694-1751), Undated
96: Joseph Phelps (1647-1695), Undated
98: Thomas Bissell (1656-1738), Undated

100: John Stoughton, Sr. (1657-1712), Undated
104: John Sadd, Undated

106 & 107: Matthew and Hannah Grant, Undated
108: John Grant, Sr. (1664-1695), Undated

110: Henry Chapman (1663-1692), Undated

116: Rev. John Graham (1694-1774), Undated

118: Captain Jonathan Sheldon (1687-1769), Undated
120: Benjamin King (1683-1733), Undated

124: Deacon Josiah Bugbee (1684-1751), Undated
128: John Stokes (d. 1712), Undated

130: John Sanders (d. 1719), Undated

138: John Halesworth, Undated

160: Sergeant John Phelps (1651-1741), Undated
162: Captain Timothy Phelps (1639-1719), Undated
164: John Watson (1646-1730), Undated

166: Captain James Steele (1658-1712), Undated
168: Rev. Timothy Woodbridge (1656-1732), Undated
170: Joshua Lamb (1642-1690), Undated

172: Thomas Griswold (1658-1727), Undated

174: Lt. Nathaniel Gaylord (1656-1720), Undated
176: Samuel Egleston (d. 1691), Undated

178: James Bennett, Undated

180: Isaac Lane (1639-1711), Undated

182: Cornelius Merry, Undated

184: Samuel Olcott (1633-1704), Undated

186: John Bunce, Undated

188/218: Deacon Joseph Skinner (1643-1724), Undated
190: Deacon Joseph Olmstead (1654-1726), Undated
192: George Phelps (1608-1687), Undated

194: John Porter (1622-1688), Undated

196: Thomas Bissell (d. 1689), Undated

198: Elder John Strong (1607-1699), Undated

200: Lt. Thomas Stoughton, Jr. (d. 1684), Undated
210: John Wyatt (1620-1668), Undated

212: Samuel Grant (1631-1718), Undated

214: Edward Chapman (d. 1675), Undated

222: Tahan Grant (1633-1693), Undated

234: Captain Jonathan Sanborn (1672-1741), Undated
236: Isaac Sheldon (1629-1708), Undated

238: William Southwell, Undated

240: James King (1647-1722), Undated

242: Samuel Hall (1664-1733), Undated

244: Captain John Peage (1654-1734), Undated
246: Jared Spencer (1646-1711), Undated

248: Joseph Bugbee (1640-1729), Undated

250: John Hubbard (b. ca. 1650), Undated

320: George Phelps (1606-1687), Undated

322: Thomas Buckland (d. 1662), Undated

324: William Phelps (1599-1672), Undated

326: Edward Griswold (1607-1691), 1897

328: John Watson (d. 1650), Undated

332: James Steele (b. 1623), Undated
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336:
338:
340:
342:
344:
346:
348:
350:
352:
354:
358:
360:
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368:
370:
372:
372:
376:
378:
380:
382:
384:
388:
392:
396:
398:

400:
402:
403:
420:
422:
424
436:
438:
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468:
470:
474:
478:
480:
482:
484:
486:
488:
490:
492:
494:
496:
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640:
646:
664:
666:
670:
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Bartholomew Barnard, Undated

Rev. John Woodbridge (1613-1695), 1900
Samuel Wyllus (1631-1709), Undated
Thomas Lamb (d. 1646), Undated

John Alcock (1627-1665), Undated
George Griswold (1633-1704), Undated
Sergeant Job Drake (d. 1689), Undated
William Gaylord (d. 1656), Undated
Thomas Bissell (d. 1689), Undated

Bagot Egleston (1590-1674), Undated
Nicholas Desbourough (1612-1683), Undated
Edward Turner (d. 1717), Undated

John Lane (d. 1669), Undated

Nathaniel Browne (d. 1675), Undated
Thomas Olcott (1609-1654), Undated
George Stocking (d. 1683), Undated
Thomas Bunce (1612-1683), Undated
Bartholomew Barnard (d. 1697), Undated
John Skinner, Undated

William Filley (d. ca. 1673), Undated
Captain Nicholas Olmstead (d. 1684), Undated
Richard Butler (d. 1684), Undated

William Phelps (1560-1611), Undated
John Porter (d. 1648), Undated

John Bissell (d. 1677), Undated

Richard Strong (1561-1613), Undated
Thomas Ford (d. 1676), Undated

Thomas Stoughton (d. 1661), Undated

William Wadsworth (1600-1675), Undated
Elizabeth Wadsworth, 1895

Edward Wyatt (d. 1680), 1896

John Bronson (d. 1680), Undated

Matthew Grant (1601-1681), Undated

Corporal John Skinner (d. 1651), Undated
William Filley (d. 1673), Undated

Sergeant Nicholas Palmer (d. 1689), Undated
Lieutenant John Sanborn (1620-1692), Undated
Captain Samuel Sherbourne (1638-1691), Undated
Thomas Gunn (d. 1680), Undated

John Stebbins (1626-1679), Undated

William King (1622-1664), Undated

John Fuller (d. 1666), Undated

Samuel Hall (1644-1690), Undated

Elisha Bourne (1641-1706), Undated

John Pease (1631-1689), Undated

James Adams (1627-1657), Undated

Sergeant Thomas Spencer (1607-1687), Undated
John Pratt (1638-1687), Undated

Edward Bugbee (1594-1668), Undated

Andrew Pitcher (d. 1660), Undated

William Phelps (1560-1611), Undated

Nicholas Denslow (1576-1666), Undated
George Steele (d. 1664), Undated

John Bishop (1604-1660), 1897, Undated
Thomas Burchard, Undated
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Rev. John Woodbridge (d. 1637), Undated

Gov. Thomas Dudley, of Massachusetts Bay Colony (1576-1653), Undated
Gov. George Wyllys, of Connecticut Colony (1590-1644), Undated
John Haynes (1594-1653), Undated

Mabel Harlaken, Undated

William Armstrong, Undated

Thomas Armstrong, Undated (Includes Henry Armstrong.)
Deacon George Alcock (d. 1640), Undated

Matthew Armstrong, Undated (Includes John Armstrong.)

Doctor Richard Palgrave (1594-1651), Undated

Edward Griswold (1607-1691), Undated

Thomas Holcombe (1601-1657), Undated

John Drake (1600-1659), Undated

Henry Wolcott, Sr. (1578-1655), Undated

Deacon William Gaylord (1585-1673), Undated

John Bissell, Sr. (1591-1677), 1895

John Moore (d. 1677), 1895

704/706: John Talcott (d. 1604), Undated

710:
718:
726:
750:
760:

John Bronson, Undated

Richard Sanford, Undated

Richard Watts (d. 1654), Undated
Thomas Burchard (1595-1684), Undated
James Olmstead (1580-1640), Undated

762/764: Joseph Loomis (1590-1658), Undated

778:
874:
918,
936:
940:
942:
956:
958:
966:
968:
970:
972:
976:
978:
980:
982:
986:
988:
990:

1280:
1356:
1358:
1874:
1876:
1882:
1942:
1964:
1976:

Robert White (d. 1617), Undated

Joseph Loomis (1590-1658), Undated
Undated

John Sanborn (1600-1630), Undated

Henry Sherburne (1611-1680), Undated

John Hutchins (1609-1685), Undated

Rowlan Stebbins (1592-1671), Undated
Robert Bartlett (d. 1675), Undated (Includes transcript of 1674 will. )
Thomas Emerson (1584-1666), Undated
George Hall (1600-1669), Undated

Nicholas White (1618-1697), Undated

Rev. Richard Bourne (1610-1682), Undated
Robert Pease (d. 1644), Undated

Robert Goodell (1604-1682), Undated

John Adams (d. 1633), Undated

William Vassall (1592-1655), Undated
Nathaniel Berding (d. 1674), Undated

John Pratt (1620-1655), Undated

Lieutenant James Boosey (d. 1649), Undated
James Phelps (1520-1588), Undated

John Haynes (d. 1605), Undated

Richard Harlakenden (1568-1631), Undated
Rev. Stephen Bachiler (1560-1660), Undated
Robert Page (1577-1617), Undated

Captain Ambrose Gibbons (d. 1656), Undated
Jonas Humphrey (d. 1662), Undated

John Vassall (1569-1625), Undated

Rev. William Pratt (d. 1629), Undated
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Series lll: Resource Materials, 1709-1958

This series consists of materials collected for background research, including copies
and transcripts of documents pertaining to the family members, such as court
records, indenture documents, patent rolls, estate inventories, newspaper articles,
bible records and wills from the twelfth though eighteenth centuries in England and
Connecticut. Other background research materials include family trees and charts,
pamphlets, and genealogical notes. This series also includes published pamphlets
and essays (1903-1941) on the history of the Stokes family and their connections,
not written by Anson Phelps Stokes and Helen Phelps Stokes.

Copies and transcripts of documents, 1897-1898, 1935-1948, n.d.
Bible (1795-1844) , Undated
Close Rolls, Feet of Fire, Pipe Rolls (1158-59, 1227-1231), 1948
Indenture documents, Undated
Timothy Evans, John Houghton, Thomas Houghton (1704)
Thomas Stokes (1771-1786)
Inventory of the Estate of Benjamin King , 1897 (Copied by Ruth T Sperry.)
1683-1738
1717-1777
Notices from Connecticut Courant (1764-1783), 1898
Patent Rolls (1272-1602), 1945
Tax Lists (1305-1683), Essex, 1935
Wills, 1935-1936, n.d.
London Courts, Undated
Commissary Court (1392-1791)
Consistory Court (1512-1795)

Prerogative Court of Canterbury, copied by Ruth T. Sperry, 1935-1936
1436-1650, 1936
1699-1799, 1935
Family trees and charts, undated
Pedigree of Mabel Harlakenden
Untitled charts

Miscellaneous items, 1709, 1876-1907, n.d
Address book, Undated
lllustrations, drawings and notes, undated
Programs, 1876, 1890
41st Annual Meeting of the American Medical Association, 1890 May
In Memoriam: Ann Orso, 1876
Publications, 1907, 1889
The Berea Quarterly, Volume XI, Number 1, 1907 Apr
The Tomb of Lady Anne Grimston in the Churchyard of Tewin, Herts.; Old
Clibbon's Post by Dutchworth Road; The Eccentric Will of Henry
Trigg, of Stevenage; The Hermitage of Hertford Heath, 1889
“Reverie,” copied from A Country Newspaper, London, 1709 Feb
Unknown owner, from a bundle marked “Thomas Stokes Family.”
Notes, 1894-1914, 1933-1945, 1958, n.d.
Made by M. J. Breen, on Parish registers. England, 1910-1912
Made by Ruth T. Sperry for Anson Phelps Stokes , 1894-1896, 1910-1914,
1934
John Bishop of Guilford, CT, 1897
John Bissell, 1895
Edward Griswold, 1897
Genealogical Notes Gathered in Hartford, Hudson & Bloomfield, CT, 1894
Genealogical Notes Gathered in Hartford & Windsor, CT, 1895
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Thomas and Hannah Ladd, 1896

Deacon John Moore, 1895

Genealogical Notes on Thomas Phelps, Joseph Phelps, Thomas &
Hannah Ladd, Wyatt Family, 1896

Stokes Family in England, 1910-1911, 1914, 1934

Thomas Stoughton, 1895

Henry Wolcott, 1895

John Wyatt, 1896-1897

Collected by Anson Phelps Stokes, 1880-1910, n.d.

Collected by Helen Phelps Stokes, 1901, 1910-1911, 1933-1945, 1958, n.d.
Data for reference in writing early sections of manuscript, 1945
Notes and illustrations given to William E. D. Stokes, Jr., 1914-1944, 1958
Notes on Thomas Stokes Family, 1901, 1933-1944, n.d.

Made by Lothrop Worthington, re. England, 1910-1911, n.d.

Unknown compilers
Arnold family, 1907, 1911, n.d.
1907, 1911, n.d.

Undated
Boulter, Armstrong and Holsworth families, 1912-1923, n.d.
Bourne family, Undated
DeLacy family, Undated
Dudley family, Undated
Glascock family, Undated
Johnston family, Undated

Lee and Quilter families, Undated
Pease and Platt families, 1935, n.d.
Ranulphus de Praers, Undated
Wyllys family, Undated (Includes correspondence and copies of
documents.)
Timothy Woodbridge, Undated
Vaudemont family, Undated
Various, 1912-1914, 1921, n.d.

Pamphlets, 1903-1909, 1937, 1941, n.d.

A Critical Analysis of the Stokes Pedigree, by Milton Rubincam, 1941 Apr

Descendants of captain Johnathan Stokes of Bramford Connecticut, excerpted
pages 364-368, 1908

Descent of Mabel Harlakenden, Undated

Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey, A Little Known Adventure of Thomas
Stokes-1665, by Milton Rubicam, 1937 Oct

A Genealogical Study: 1312-1903, by Rev. John Lemarks Stokes, D. D., 1903

King's History of Country Kerry, by J. King, 1908 (Belonged to M. J. Breen.)

Pedigree of Stokesx, from Miscellenea Genealogica et Heraldica, p. 25-31,
309, Undated

Some Notes of the Stokes Families (Counties Wilts and Gloucester), 1909
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Series IV: Manuscripts, 1771-1960

This series contains manuscripts of genealogical works by Anson Phelps Stokes and
Helen Phelps Stokes. These works include full length histories, mostly drafts of the
Stokes Records, by Anson Phelps Stokes, published in 1910, and its unpublished
continuations and family trees made by Helen Phelps Stokes to accompany these
works. Also included are original documents and copies of documents and
photographs collected as background research for specific volumes and writings.
This series also includes manuscripts for Notes on the Norman-English Peck
Families by Edwin Roberts Peck.

Genealogy of the Phelps Stokes Family, 1943 (Compiled by Helen Phelps
Stokes. )
Notes on Charts, by Helen Phelps Stokes, 1934 May

Notes on the Norman-English Peck Families by Edwin Roberts Peck , 1937-1944
n.d.
Correspondence, 1937-1941, n.d.

Manuscripts, 1937-1944 n.d.
Excerpts, 1937-1944 n.d.
1937, 1944
1938, n.d.
Undated
Sections, 1937-1944
One-Two, 1937, 1942

Three-Eight, 1937
Nineteen, Forty-Nine and Fifty, 1940
Pedigree of the Stokes Family of Stanshawes Court in the Parish of Yate,
Gloucestershire, from the Year 1312 to the Year 1854 with Many
lllustrations and Several Pedigrees of Families Connected with the Older
Branch, 1854
Probable Ancestry of the Phelps Stokes Family, Compiled by Helen Phelps
Stokes, 1936 Dec
Probable Genealogy of the Phelps Stokes Family, by Helen Phelps Stokes-
Revised, 1945 Jul
Reminiscences of Childhood by Helen Louisa Phelps Stokes, Undated

Stokes Ancestry of the Phelps Stokes Family by Helen Phelps Stokes, 1934
Family tree
Manuscript

Stokes Records, 1771-1960, n.d.
Volume I/Appendix IV-Galleys and background materials, 1902, 1927-1928

Volume II, 1906, 1945-1946, n.d.
Part 2: 1543-1943, 1906, 1945-1946, n.d.
Manuscripts, 1945-1946
1945
1946 Jun
Research materials, 1906, n.d.
Part 3: Line of the New Jersey Stokes Family, Undated
Volume IlI-Research materials, 1771, 1896, 1910, 1960
Includes 1771 letter from Anthony Stokes to John Houston.
Volume IV, Appendix K-L-Background materials, 1860-1911
Tentative Chart of Essex Stokes Family, by Helen Phelps Stokes, 1936 Apr
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