


Grand Opening Exhibitions

Black Art: Treasures from
the Schomburg

May 12, 2007 — October 28, 2007
Latimer/Edison Gallery

To help commemorate the Grand Opening of the
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture’s
renovated facilities, this exhibition offers a sam-
pling of the diverse forms of artistic expression and
trends documented in the Center’s collection. Part
of a long and enduring tradition of art-making in
the African world, these works eloquently attest to
the fact that African peoples, like all members of
the human family, have been actively and creatively
involved in producing art of extraordinary beauty,
meaning, and power, regardless of where and under
what circumstances they have lived.

Dance Composition, 1976, by Eldzier Cortor

Stereotypes \;}
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May 12, 2007 — October 28, 2007
Main Exhibition Hall

For much of the 19th and early 20th centuries, ste-
reotypical images of people of African descent dom-
inated the public media, especially in the United
States. Black men, women and children were por-
trayed as “coons,” “mammies,” and “pickaninnies”
in the press, in children’s and comic books, in mar-
keting and advertising promotions, as well as film
and television. Many of these mythological images
persist today in the public consciousness and pub-
lic eye. This exhibition uses vintage photographs of
black people, as well as representational paintings,
sculptures and other artworks to challenge these
mythological images and present accurate, human-
istic depictions of these maligned black folk. It also
poses the question of why certain whites in western
culture found it necessary to create such stereotypi-
cal images of their human forbearers.

DON’T MISS!
Aaron Douglas: African
American Modernist

Spencer Museum of Art
The University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

September 8, 2007 — December 2, 2007

This special exhibition will feature the four murals
from the Schomburg Center Reading Room, along
with other works of Douglas. A traveling version will
tour in 2008, arriving at the Schomburg Center in
September. For more information, please visit www.
spencerart.ku.edu.
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A Look at Major Events Throughout

2007/2008 AMISTAR onerccas Atlantic Freedom Tour
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Confronting The Past;

Map of the Amistad’s Atlantic Freedom Tour journey.

Amistad Begins
Freedom Tour

he Amistad America will embark on a
Ttransatlantic journey, Amistad’s Atlantic

Freedom Tour. The yearlong voyage will
trace the slave trade triangle as well as visit ports
with ties to the slave trade as part of the Inter-
national Commemoration of the Bicentennial
of the International Abolition of the Transat-
lantic Slave Trade in the United Kingdom. The
Amistad departs its homeport of New Haven,
CT on June 21 and makes its first stop in Shel-
burne and Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. It will
return to New Haven in July of 2008, marking
the bicentennial of the abolition of the trans-
atlantic slave trade in the United States. For
more information about the Amistad’s Atlantic
Freedom Tour, visit www.amistadamerica.org.
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Transforming The Future

Amistad America

Amistad Tour Schedule:

Shelburne and Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
June 2007

Hull, London, Liverpool, and Bristol, United Kingdom
August — September 2007

Lisbon, Portugal
October 2007

Freetown, Sierra Leone
December 2007 — January 2008

Dakar, Senegal and Praia, Cape Verde
February — March 2008

San Juan, Puerto Rico
April 2008

Charleston, SC, Washington, DC, and New York City
June 2008



the African Diaspora

Ghana at 50

hana, the first country in Sub-Saharan Africa to

gain its independence, celebrated its milestone

50th Anniversary of Independence on March
6, 2007. The yearlong celebration dubbed “Champi-
oning African Excellence,” will include lectures and
discussion, photo and art exhibitions, concerts, car-
nivals, parades, children activities, documentary and
film presentations, and much more. Each month has
a theme ranging from “Our Wealth and our Pros-
perity” in May to “Knowledge and Ghana’s Develop-
ment” in October.

Ghana’s jubilee is as much about the past as it is
the present and the future. The country three main
objectives for this milestone according to the Gha-
naian government are: “To celebrate and commem-
orate Ghana’s landmark achievement as the first
country in Black Africa to attain independence from
colonial rule; to reflect on the evolution, develop-
ment, achievements and, drawbacks of our country
over the past 50 years; and to look forward to the
future, to our vision of excellence in all fields of en-
deavor in the next 50 years toward our centenary
birthday as a nation.”

If you want more information about Ghana’s yearlong 50th
Anniversary celebrations, visit www.ghana50.gov.gh.

Present-day Ghana

From the In Motion Web site www.aame.org
The powerful Empire of Ghana (ca. 300-1200) was located in
present-day Mali, Senegal, and Mauritania. The modern country
of Ghana took that name in honor of the old Empire but there is
no geographic or historic connection hetween the two.

Ethiopia to Celebrate
its Millennium

Ithough most countries celebrated the new mil-

lennium back in 2000, Ethiopians will be cel-

ebrating theirs from September 12, 2007 until
September 11, 2008. The reason for the almost eight
year difference is quite simple—Ethiopia uses its
own ancient calendar. The Ethiopian calendar, which
has 12 months of 30 days and a 13th month of five
days (six days every four years), is not based on the
timeline of the Western Gregorian Calendar. The
theme for this milestone is “Celebrating our Millen-
nium Hand in Hand,” and will feature countrywide
celebrations as well as immense outreach to citizens
of other nations to visit Ethiopia during this time.

For more information about Ethiopia’s Millennium, visit
the official site at www.ethiopia2000.com.

Join us at the Schomburg Center on Sunday, June
10 for a special film screening and panel discussion
celebrating the Ethiopian Millennium. See calendar
insert for more details.
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Stereotypes vs. Humantypes: Images of Blacks in the 19th and 20th Centuries
| e

During the 19th and early 20th centu-

ries, stereotypical images of people of

African descent became a widespread
phenomenon. These images were used on
food products, postcards, illustrations for
books and sheet music, and sometimes sim-
ply as propaganda. For their creators, stereo-
typical images served a variety of purpos-
es—like fueling racial hatred, segregation,
and colonization, not to mention further
dehumanizing a whole race of people. By
contrast, realistic portrayals of people of Af-
rican descent, during the same time period,
existed in both art and photography. Un-
fortunately, both stereotypical and realistic
images continue to be used today. Here is a
selection of the kind of images and artifacts
that are a part of the remarkable new exhibi-
tion—Stereotypes vs. Humantypes: Images of
Blacks in the 19th and 20th Centuries.

Coon,Coon,Coon” 1901, words
hy Gene Jefferson, music by Leo
Friedman, published by Sol Bloom.
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Photographs and Prints Division

“Tidings of Comfort and Joy,” 1906, by the Detroit
Publishing Company.

Art and Artifacts Division, Ann-Marie Nicholson

“The Dark-
town Fire
Brigade—
Slightly De-
moralized,”
1889, Cur-
rier & lves
Series, No.
12, Joseph
Koehler
Publisher.

A product
label for
French
Camembert
cheese.
“Camembert
les Negril-
lions,”
roughly
translates
to “the
picka-
ninnies
cheese.”

Darkie
Tooth
Paste,
popular in
Asia, was
renamed
Darlie.



Photographs and Prints Division Photographs and Prints Division
1M - Da Geial jeomer ds Korn .
Wedding Day photograph, ca. 1900s. An image of a young girl from the 19th century,
Photographs and Prints Division ca. 188057 phutography by V. Herman.

“Un Griot Joueur de Kora.”

Photographs and Prints Division
“Swahilli Girls, Dar-es-Salaam,”
photograph by M.S. Fernades.

Photographs and Prints Division

“University Singers of New Orleans,” ca. 1880s.
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AROUND THE

Bob Gore
Former Jamaican Prime Minister Edward Seaga spoke

at the annual CIN Caribbean Lecture Series about the
Folk Roots of Jamaican Culture on October 19, 2006.

Bob Gore
Three generations of Liberians at the Town Hall Meeting and Awards Ceremony held at the Schomburg
Center on September 15, 2006. Liberian President H.E. Madam Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf (far left) presented
an award to Angie Brooks (seated), a long time Liberian U.N. diplomat who became the second female
President of the 24th session of the General Assembly.

From left, New York
State Senator Bill
Perkins, Schomburg
Chief Howard Dodson
and President of
Liberia H.E. Madam
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf
looking at various
items from the
Center’s collections
on Liberia.

P

Trrence Jennings
Author Lalita Tademy signing copies of her hook, Red
River, at the Schomburg Center on January 11, 2007.

Bob Gore

Diana Lachatanere,
Schomburg Center As-
sistant Director for
Collections and Ser-
vices and Curator,
Manuscripts, Archives
and Rare Books Divi-
sion, shows Cuban Vice
President of the Council
of State Estaban Lazo
Hernandez special se-
lections on Cuba from
the Center’s collections
on September 22, 2006.

Bob Gore
Two members of the African American Jazz Caucus/

HBCU Student All-star Big Band performing at a
special tribute concert to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
on January 14, 2007.

Bob Gore

12 Africana Heritage ¢ Volume 7, No. 2/3, 2007  Where Every Month Is Black History Month



Schomburg Chief Howard Dodson speaking at the opening reception for the Traveling Exhibition of Art of African Women

African American Museum in Philadelphia

at the African American Museum in Philadelphia on January 18, 2007.

The Last Poets,
from left: Umar
Bin Hassan,

Jalal Mansur
Nuridin, and
Abiodun Oyewole,
backstage at a
reunion concert
on January 20,
2007

On February 17,
Macy'’s in Boston
hosted a special

panel with Schom-
burg Chief Howard

Dodson; Dr. Lois

Brown, Mount
Holyoke; and
L'Merchie Frazier,
Museum of African
American History,
as part of their
in-store exhibition
to celebrate Black
History Month.

Terrence Jennings

Terrence Jennings

Howard Dodson with Josh Wainwright
at the Charity Preview Party for the
National Black Fine Art Show on Jan-
uary 31, 2007 in lower Manhattan.

African American Museum in Philadelphia

Schomburg So-
ciety members
viewing the
exhibition Com-
memorating New
York’s African
Burial Ground:
A National
Monument at a
special preview
on January 30,
2007.

Terrence Jennings

Terrence Jennings

The Department of Public Information, the Caribbean Community Member
States, and the Schomburg Center organized a special month long exhibition of
Lest We Forget: The Triumph Over Slavery in the United Nations visitors lobby to
observe the International Day for the Commemoration of the 200th Anniversary
of the Abolition of the Transatlantic Slave Trade. Schomburg Chief Howard
Dodson explains portions of the exhibition to U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon at the opening reception on March 1, 2007.
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Check Out These New Items at The Schomburg Shop

AVAILABLE NOW!

ey o
vs af Back History

Migrations: 366 Days of Black History 2008
Wall Calendar and Engagement Calendar,
by the Schomburg Center, IOKTS Produc-
tions and Pomegranate Communications

Focusing on the theme of Migrations, the
2008 wall and engagement calendars incor-
porates images, paintings, sculptures along
with important people, places, and events
in African-American and African Diaspo-
ran history. These calendars make beautiful
gifts and collectibles. Don’t wait until the
last minute to get yours—2007’s engage-
ment calendar sold out in record time.
Calendar, price: $13.99; Engagement Calen-
dar, price: $14.99

LEST WE FORCUET T Trimgh Grer ey

Lest We Forget: The Triumph Over Slavery,
a postcard book by the Schomburg Center
and Pomegranate Communications

This beautiful postcard book captures
some of the highlights of the international
exhibition bearing the same name. It fea-
tures 30 cards made up of photographs,
art, and documents that tell the story of a
people’s journey to freedom.

Price: $ 9.95

The Encyclopedia of African-American
Culture and History, 2nd Edition: The Black
Experience in the Americas

The second edition of The Encyclopedia of Af-
rican-American Culture and History (Thom-
son Gale) is a six volume, comprehensive
compendium of knowledge on the histori-
cal and cultural development of people of
African descent at the beginning of the 21st
century. A product of the most recent schol-
arship on the African-American and African
Diasporan experience, The Encyclopedia
offers a convenient introduction to this vast
array of infor-
mation. Note:
Limited sets
are available to
Schomburg So-
ciety members
beginning at
the Supporter
level ($100 and
above) ata
special price of
$300 (Regular
price is $695).

The Schomburg Shop is having a special
clearance on books. Don’t miss this op-
portunity to get dozens of books ata
discounted price. Stop by The Schomburg
Shop today!

EXHIBITIONS

Black Art:
Treasures from
the Schomburg
May 12, — Oct.
28,2007

Latimer/Edison
Gallery

To help com-
memorate the
Grand Opening
of the Schom-
burg Center

Dance Composition,
1976, by Eldzier Cortor
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for Research in Black Culture’s renovated
facilities, this exhibition offers a sampling
of the diverse forms of artistic expression
and trends documented in the Center’s
collection. Part of a long and enduring
tradition of art-making in the African
world, these works eloquently attest to the
fact that African peoples, like all members
of the human family, have been actively
and creatively involved in producing art of
extraordinary beauty, meaning, and power,
regardless of where and under what cir-
cumstances they have lived.

Stereotypes vs. Humantypes: Images of
Blacks in the 19th and 20th Centuries
May 12, 2007 — October 28, 2007
Main Exhibition Hall

For much of the 19th and early 20th cen-
turies, stereotypical images of people of
African descent dominated the public me-
dia, especially in the United States. Black
men, women and children were portrayed
as “coons,” “mammies,” and “pickaninnies”
in the press, in children’s and comic books,
in marketing and advertising promotions,

as well as film and television. Many of these
mythological images persist today in the
public consciousness and public eye. This
exhibition uses vintage photographs of black
people, as well as representational paintings,
sculptures and other artworks to challenge
these mythological images and present
accurate, humanistic depictions of these
maligned black folk. It also poses the ques-
tion of why certain whites in western culture
found it necessary to create such stereotypi-
cal images of their human forbearers.



Rental Service Available

In addition to our research services
and programs, the Schomburg Cen-
ter has an active rental service. The
beautiful facilities are professionally
equipped and can accommodate a
wide range of special events from
concerts, theater, and cocktail recep-
tions to educational seminars and
conferences. The Schomburg is a
truly unique and special place to
host an event. For rates and more
information, contact:

Damond Haynes

Events Coordinator

Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture

515 Malcolm X Boulevard

New York, New York 10037
212.491.2257
schomburgcenterevents@nypl.org
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Join Our E-Mail
List Today!

The Schomburg Cen-
ter would like to send
our members e-mail
announcements and
updates about upcom-
ing program events.

To join our e-mail list,
please visit our Web site
www.schomburgcenter.
org, look under “New
and Noteworthy,” (see
image of our homepage
below), and enter your
information.
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SCHOMBURG SOCIETY CONSERVATORS

The Schomburg Center is pleased to acknowledge the following donors of gifts of $1,000 or more

Mr. Kenneth C. Allen
Mr. Wayne A. Benjamin
Mr. Robert L. Bolling
Ms. Gloria J. Browner
Mr. Lisle C. Carter, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth |.
Chenault

Ms. Charlotte L. Cooke

Dr. and Mrs. Frank L.
Douglas

Dr. Deborah Matthews
Evans

from November 1,

Mrs. Janice B. Gerton

Joan W. and Jonathon H.
Gillette

Mrs. Johnnie M. Golson
E.W. and Susan G. Gordon
Mr. Milton E. Hill

Mr. Ira S. Holder

Ms. Grace Y. Ingleton

Mr. John A. McKinney

Ms. Carol A. Miller

2006 — March 16, 2007.
Mr. Junius C. Mills

Doris S. and Thomas J.
Miree

Dr. Margaret P. Olson
Portia and Basil Paterson
Dr. Benjamin F. Payton
Mr. Marion A. Piggee, Jr.
Raymond W. Ransom, MD
Mr. Ahmad Rashad

Ms. Lovetta Brooks and Ms.
Vivian L. Reid

Ms. Phyllis G. Roe

Mr. and Mrs. Peter L.
Sheldon

Social Service Employees
Union Local 371

Mr. and Mrs. Isaiah
Washington

Dr. Levi Watkins, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin C.
Whitten

AFRICANAHERITAGE

2007 Volume 7, Number 2/3

Africana Heritage is a quarterly publication of the Schom-
burg Center for Research in Black Culture for members
who contribute $35 or more annually. The Schomburg
Center is one of the Research Libraries of The New York
Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations.

Howard Dodson Executive Editor
Roberta Yancy Managing Editor
Ann-Marie Nicholson Editor

Kenneth McFarlin Graphic Designer
Bob Gore, Terrence Jennings Photography

Sylviane A. Diouf, Christopher P. Moore Contributors

Africana Heritage, 515 Malcolm X
Boulevard, New York, NY 10037
Copyright © 2007 The New York
Public Library, Astor, Lenox and

Tilden Foundations
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A Message from the National
Membership Chair

nowing our legacy—undistorted
Kby others

and

documented by
those who lived
it—correctly
aligns you and me
and our children
in the continuing
struggle to fully
claim our dignity
in all areas of life.

Please join with me and thousands
of others who are making certain that
the Schomburg has the funds not only
to continue its unique mission, but to
expand its outreach into every home,
school, and library.

Please join me as a Schomburg
Society Member now!

Dr. Maya Angelou

AFRICANAHERITAGE

The Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture
The New York Public Library
515 Malcolm X Boulevard
New York, NY 10037-1801

Schomburg Society Benefits

ASSOCIATE - $35
($35 tax deductible)

*A year’s subscription to
the Schomburg Center
newsletter

*A 20% discount in the
Schomburg Shop

*A quarterly program
calendar

*A personalized
membership card

*Up to 20% discount on
tickets to select Center-
sponsored programs

FRIEND - $50
($35 tax deductible)

All Associate benefits, plus:

*Invitations to members-
only exhibition previews,
lectures and seminars

SUPPORTER - $100
($70 tax deductible)

All Friend benefits, plus:

*An annual subscription to
the Quarterly Black Re-
view of Books

Invitations to VIP events

PATRON - $250
($195 tax deductible)

All Supporter benefits, plus:

A complimentary copy of a
major Center publication

SUSTAINER - $500

($410 tax deductible)

All Patron benefits, plus:

“Two tickets to a select
Schomburg Center concert
or performance

CONSERVATOR - $1,000
($910 tax deductible)

All Sustainer benefits, plus:

*Acknowledgment in the
Schomburg Center news-
letter and the Library’s An-
nual Report

HERITAGE CIRCLE -

$2,500 ($2,410 tax deductible)

All Conservator benefits,

plus:

*A private behind the scenes
tour led by the Center’s
Chief

CHIEF’S CIRCLE - $5,000
($4,810 tax deductible)

All Heritage Circle benefits,

plus:

*An invitation to an annual
luncheon with the Chief

Please make check or money order payable to the Schomburg Center/NYPL. Mail to:
The Schomburg Society ® 515 Malcolm X Boulevard © New York, NY 10037-1801. To charge
call The Shop: (212) 491-2206, Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Visit the Schomburg Center On-Line at www.schomburgcenter.org

The Schomburg Center is available for space rental.
For further information contact: (212) 491-2257.
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