
The New York City Freedom Tr a i l

n 1991, du ring the co n s tru ction of a fed eral of f i ce building at 290
B roa dway in New Yo rk Ci ty, a rch e ol o gists exc ava ted one of t h e
most significant finds in Am erican histo ry: the largest known in-
t a ct colonial Af rican cem etery in Am eri c a , the Af rican Buri a l

Grou n d . Bel i eved to be more than five acres in size (about five curren t -
d ay ci ty bl o ck s ) , the Af rican Burial Ground is bou n d ed by Du a n e
Stre et , Ci ty Ha ll Pa rk , and Cen tre Stre et in Lower Ma n h a t t a n . It is a
m ovi n g , pre sen t - d ay rem i n d er of the extra o rd i n a ry co n tri bu tions that
en s l aved Af rican men , wo m en , and ch i l d ren made to the eco n o my, d e-
vel opm en t , and cultu re of Am eri c a . The Un i ted St a tes Gen eral Ser-
vi ces Ad m i n i s tra tion (GSA) has asked the Sch o m bu rg Cen ter to orga-
n i ze , produ ce , and manage a series of events co m m em o ra ting the
rei n term ent of the skel etal remains of the Af rican ance s to rs rem oved
f rom the Af rican Burial Ground el even ye a rs ago. Over the last decade,
the remains have be en undergoing sci en tific stu dy at the W. Mo n t a g u e
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A
t a press con feren ce on August 20, 2 0 0 3 , S ch om burg Cen-
ter Ch i ef How a rd Dod s on , Jeanne Mo uto u s s a my - As h e ,
and form er New York Ci ty Mayor David Dinkins form a lly
a n n o u n ced the don a ti on of the Art hur Ashe Pa pers to the

Cen ter. The papers , wh i ch inclu de corre s pon den ce , wri ti n gs ,
s peech e s , ph o togra ph s , and other arti f acts from the tennis star’s ex-
tra ord i n a ry life , repre s ent a major con tri buti on to the Cen ter ’s mis-
s i on — to co ll ect , pre s erve , and provi de access to materials doc u-
m en ting bl ack life , and to prom o te the stu dy and interpret a ti on of
bl ack history and cultu re .

The Art hur Ashe Pa pers com p l em ent drafts and re s e a rch ma-
terials com p i l ed by Ashe for his three - vo lume history of Af ri c a n -
Am erican athlete s , Ha rd Road to Gl o ry, work he don a ted to the
Cen ter in 1990. The Art hur Ashe Pa pers inclu de his autobi ogra phy,
Days of Gra ce: A Mem o i r, wri t ten with Arnold Ra m pers ad ; a rti cl e s
and cl i pp i n gs ; aw a rds and tri bute s ; records doc u m en ting his in-
vo lvem ent in nu m erous or ga n i z a ti ons and proj ect s ; and ph o-
togra ph s , a rti f act s , and audio-vi sual materi a l .

Am ong the indivi duals whose let ters appear in the corre s pon-
den ce are So uth Af rican leader Nel s on Ma n del a , D r. Ma rtin Lut h er
Ki n g, J r. ; Bi s h op De s m ond Tutu ; six Am erican pre s i den t s ; nu m er-
ous other public of f i c i a l s ; and fri en d s , f a n s , and fell ow athlete s . Th e
co ll ecti on also inclu des corre s pon den ce rel a ting to As h e’s po l i ti c a l
activi ti e s , business ven tu re s , requ e s t s , t h a n k - yo u’s for pers onal ap-
pe a ra n ce s , and con gra tu l a ti ons for vi ctories won and aw a rds re-
ceived . Th ere are also a su b s t a n tial nu m ber of l et ters received after
the announcem ent that he had A I D S . These of fer en co u ra gem en t ,

Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe
Donates Arthur Ashe’s Pa p e r s

Continued on page 5

L AYING THE CITY’S

FIRST WATER PIPES.
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Rites of Ancestral Return
Commemorating the Colonial

African Heritage
Continued on page 10

Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe, with Schomburg Chief Howard Dodson

and former Mayor David N. Dinkins, announced the donation of the

Arthur Ashe Papers to the Schomburg Center.
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Artist: Ezra Winter. Courtesy of the Archival Collection of J.P. Morgan Chase & Co.



FROM T HE CH I E F

M
y insti n ct is to su ppress it. This feeling of
pri de and ex h i l a ra ti on . To try to keep it un-
der con tro l . To try to keep it in pers pective .
To talk abo ut it qu i et ly, wi t h o ut em o ti on or

com p a s s i on . But I can’t . Ca n’t keep it under wra p s .
Ca n’t deny the em o ti ons that I feel . Ca n’t deny the fact
of the ance s tors’ pre s en ce . Th eir ex pect a ti on s . Th ei r
dem a n d s . Ca n’t deny the fact that we are abo ut to em-
b a rk on one of the most exc i ting and histori c a lly sig-
nificant peri ods in the history of the Cen ter.

On June 30, the Gen eral Servi ces Ad m i n i s tra ti on
en tered into a con tract with the Sch om burg Cen ter to
or ga n i ze and produ ce a series of events and activi ti e s
to be held in Septem ber and October to en su re that
the more than 400 en s l aved and qu a s i - f ree ance s tors
f rom New York Ci ty ’s seven teenth- and ei gh teen t h -
cen tu ry Af rican Bu rial Ground would be rebu ri ed
with the dign i ty, re s pect , and hon or that their servi ce

to Af rican Am eri c a n s , New Yorkers , and Am ericans in
gen eral de s erve .

We were ch a ll en ged by this opportu n i ty and re-
s pon s i bi l i ty. But we were also en n obl ed and hon ored
by bo t h . Bec a u s e , in ef fect , we were being asked to put
up or shut up. To figure out how to properly hon or
our ance s tors or to con clu de that we could do no bet-
ter than the city, s t a te , and federal govern m ents and
t h eir su rroga te s . We bel i eve , n o, we know, we are up
to the task. And we also know that we are doing it be-
cause the ance s tors demand that we do it—that they
en trust the mom en tous mom ent in their long history
on this earth to us. We are , h ave been , and wi ll do
everything we can to avoid falling short of t h eir ex-
pect a ti on s . Most import a n t ly, we intend to do it ri gh t .
But I am get ting ahead of mys el f .

It’s been a busy su m m er. A busy and produ ctive
su m m er! Firs t , t h ere was the Ha rl em Book Fair held on
Sa tu rd ay, Ju ly 19. In ad d i ti on to the more than 30,000
pe opl e who atten ded the Fair on 135th Street in fron t
of the Sch om burg Cen ter, m i ll i ons saw it nati on a lly on
C - S p a n . The core of C - S p a n’s seven hours of covera ge
was the series of p a n el pre s en t a ti ons hosted by the
S ch om burg Cen ter in its Langs ton Hu ghes Au d i tori-
u m . Provoc a tive , s ti mu l a ti n g, on the cut ting ed ge of i s-

sues discussed by bl ack wri ters and in bl ack boo k s , t h e
p a n el discussions were among the high l i ghts of t h e
Fa i r. Look for the reruns on C-Span or C-Span Boo k s .

On August 20, Jeanne Mo uto u s s a my - Ashe don a t-
ed the Art hur Ashe Co ll ecti on to the Sch om burg Cen-
ter. The aut h ori t a tive re s o u rce for doc u m en ting and
i n terpreting his ex tra ord i n a ry and exem p l a ry life , t h e
Art hur Ashe Co ll ecti on inclu des corre s pon den ce ,
s peech e s , ph o togra ph s , and news p a per and journal ar-
ti cles by and abo ut Art hur As h e , as well as mem ora bi l-
ia from his sports career and re s e a rch files for his
t h ree - vo lume history of the bl ack athlete in Am eri c a ,
Ha rd Road to Gl o ry. It is a spect acular co ll ecti on of n a-
ti onal and intern a ti onal sign i f i c a n ce abo ut the life and
times of one of the major figures of the twen ti eth cen-
tu ry.

I am also pleased to report that several gifts re-
ceived over the last three months have of fs et some of

the anti c i p a ted cuts in our city
and state funding. F i rs t , the Ci ty
Council of New York Ci ty re-
s tored most of the city cuts and
ad ded an ad d i ti onal $125,000 to
this fiscal ye a r ’s appropri a ti on .
S t a te Sen a tor David Pa ters on ap-
propri a ted $50,000 to of fs et
s ome of the state cut s . By the en d
of the fiscal ye a r, s ome 550 indi-
vi du a l s , m o s t ly mem bers like

yo u , h ad re s pon ded to the appeal to match the An-
d rew W. Mell on Fo u n d a ti on’s Mi ll i on Do llar Ch a l-
l en ge Grant to establish an en dowm ent to su pport
building the Cen ter ’s co ll ecti on s . The Rockefell er
Bro t h ers Fu n d ’s $250,000 pled ge to match the Mell on
Ch a ll en ge Grant wh en ad ded to the $57,000 in gi f t s
by indivi dual don ors has bro u ght the total match to
$734,181 to date . We sti ll have to raise $265,819. We
would wel come any con tri buti on you wish to make to
h elp us re ach this en dowm ent goa l . In the meanti m e ,
the Ca rn egie Corpora ti on has aw a rded a two - ye a r
$150,000 outri ght gift to su pport the building of t h e
co ll ecti ons in the interi m . Thanks to everyone wh o
h el ped us stave of f the impact of the anti c i p a ted cut s .

More than anything else this su m m er, the ance s-
tors’ pre s en ce is with us. Th ey have been call i n g.An d
we are striving to answer their call . We have been plan-
n i n g.We have been work i n g.And we are calling on yo u
to be part of this historic mom en t . Come to Wa s h i n g-
ton , D. C . , and Ba l ti m ore . Come to Wi l m i n g ton ,
P h i l adel ph i a , and New a rk . Come to New York Ci ty.
E ach of u s — a ll of u s — owes our Af rican ance s tors our
pre s en ce at one or more of the Ri tes of An ce s tral Retu rn
cerem on i e s . I know we can count on yo u . To rem em-
ber. To say thank yo u . And to bid them rest in pe ace .

In September and October we will ensure that ancestors

from New York City’s African Burial Ground are re-

buried with the dignity , respect, and honor that their ser-

vice to African Americans, New Yorkers, and Americans

in general deser ve. – Howard Dodson, Schomburg Chief



Six Months

Yogita Goyal, Graduate Fellow, Center for
the Study of Race and Ethnicity, Brown
University

PROJECT: Diasporic Nationalisms, National-
ist Diasporas: Theorizing Race in the Black
Atlantic

John Gray, Independent (Schomburg/New-
house Fellow)

PROJECT: Black Music in the Diaspora: An
International Bio-Bibliography and Re-
source Guide

Stephen Gillroy Hall, Assistant Professor, De-
partment of History, The Ohio State Uni-
versity
PROJECT: To Give a Faithful Account of the
Race: History and Historical Writing in the
African-American Community, 1817-1915

Cheryl D. Hicks, Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of History, Williams College

PROJECT: Confined to Womanhood: Women,
Prisons, and Race in the State of New York,
1890-1935

Jacqueline Delores Malone, Professor, De-
partment of Drama, Theater and Dance,
Queens College, City University of New
York

PROJECT: Jazz Music in Motion: African-
American Women in Tap and Jazz Dance

T
he New York Life / S ch om bu r g
Cen ter Ju n i or Sch o l a rs Pro-
gram promises to be bet ter
than ever this year! The Ju-
n i or Sch o l a rs Program wi ll

en co u ra ge sch o l a rs to en ga ge in the ri ch
and ever- growing re s o u rces of the Cen ter
t h ro u gh ex pert - g u i ded and sel f - g u i ded
to u rs of i m portant and com preh en s ive ex-
h i bi ti on s , i n cluding Ralph J. B u n ch e , Nobel
La u re a te: A Cen tennial Retro s pe ctive; Invok-
ing the Sp i rit: Wo rship Tra d i tions in the
Af rican Wo rl d; and The Buffalo Sol d i ers: T h e
Af ri c a n - Am erican Sol d i er in the U. S . Army.
S ch o l a rs wi ll also receive a copy of Ju bi l e e :
The Em ergen ce of Af ri c a n - Am erican Cu l tu re,
a publ i c a ti on by the Sch om burg Cen ter and
Na ti onal Geogra ph i c , for use as a tex tboo k

to fac i l i t a te in-depth stu dy of Af ri c a n -
Am erican history. Aut h or How a rd Dod s on
and other guest spe a kers wi ll com p l em en t
the boo k’s su bj ect matter with talks and dis-
c u s s i on s .

S tu dents wi ll con ti nue to have the op-
portu n i ty to devel op their ide a s , b a s ed on
the con tent ri ch wee k ly session s , i n to con-
c rete produ cts thro u gh their en h a n ced
Vi deo, Med i a , D a n ce , Mu s i c , S po ken Word ,
and Th e a ter Special Proj ect te a m s . E f fective
this year each of the 150 Ju n i or Sch o l a rs
wi ll maintain an active portfolio and indi-
vi dual Web page containing exem p l a ry stu-
dent work . Portfolios wi ll inclu de family ge-
n e a l ogy, f i cti on and non - f i cti on piece s ,
mu s i c , revi ews , j o u rnal en tri e s , a rt , a n d
ph o togra ph s . Ju n i or Sch o l a rs wi ll also have

the opportu n i ty to earn EDUCATS based
on their perform a n ce in the progra m , t h e
qu a l i ty of t h eir work , a t ten d a n ce , and level
of s ch o l a rs h i p. E D U C ATS help stu den t s
m a ke fiscally re s pon s i ble ch oi ces as they se-
l ect gi f t s , tri p s , con cert s , Ju n i or Sch o l a rs
cl o t h i n g,and re s o u rce materi a l s .

E n co u ra ge young people to join us on
Sa tu rd ays from 10 a.m. to 3 p. m . f rom Oc-
tober 25, 2 0 0 3 , to May 15, 2 0 0 4 . S tu den t s
bet ween the ages of el even and seven teen
a re wel come to app ly. Visit www. ju-
n i ors ch o l a rs . or g, or con t act Ca rlyle G.
Le ach , Di rector of the Ju n i or Sch o l a rs Pro-
gra m , at (212) 491-2051 (cl e ach @ nyp l . or g )
or Dei rd re L. Ho ll m a n , As s oc i a te Di rector,
at (212) 491-2234 (dholl m a n @ nyp l . org) for
an app l i c a ti on or inform a ti on .

Schomburg Center Names 2003-2004 Fellows

Junior Scholars Program Planning for Third Y ear

To Stand and Fight: 

The Struggle for Civil

Rights in Postwar 

New York City

By Martha Biondi
Harvard University
Press, 384 pp., $39.95

The Art of History:

African American

Women Artists 

Engage the Past

By Lisa Gail Collins
Rutgers University
Press, 224 pp., $26

The Practice of Diaspora: Literature,

Translation, and the Rise of Black

Nationalism

By Brent Hayes Edwards
Harvard University Press, 416 pp.,
$24.95

2001 Race Odyssey: African-

Americans and Sociology

By Bruce R. Hare
Syracuse University Press,
440 pp., $49.95

In the Shadow of Slavery: African Americans

in New York City, 1626–1863

By Leslie Harris
University of Chicago Press, 360 pp.,
$42.50

“Rebels to the Right, 

Revolutionaries to the Left”

in Ezra Pound and African

American Modernism

(edited by Michael Coyle)
By Kathryne Lindberg
National Poetry Founda-
tion, 280 pp., $24.95

Aerosol Kingdom:

Subway Painters of

New York City

By Ivor L. Miller
University Press of
Mississippi,
218 pp., $30

Recent Publications by Former Resident Scholars

Scholars-in-Residence Pro g r a m

N ATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES
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Cobb La b o ra to ry at Howa rd
Un ivers i ty in Wa s h i n g to n , D. C .
The Ri tes of An ce s tral Retu rn :
Com m em ora ting the Co l on i a l
Af rican Heri t a geevents wi ll
honor the live s , c u l tu re , and in-
va l u a ble role of Af ricans as
col o ny bu i l d ers in the nort h e a s t-
ern Un i ted St a te s . The five - ci ty
co m m em o ra tive cerem o ny repre-
sents an oppo rtu n i ty to re co g-
n i ze , h o n o r, and pre serve histo ri c
properties in our co m mu n i ti e s .
In that spiri t , Af ricana Heri t a ge
d evotes this issu e’s Heri t a ge
Wa tch to the New Yo rk Ci ty
Fre edom Tra i l , a map of so m e
twen ty-one histo rical sites (in-
cluding the Af rican Buri a l
Ground) in Lower Ma n h a t t a n .

New York City African-

American Freedom Trail

1. Fort Amsterdam

In 1625 enslaved Africans ar-
rived in New Amsterdam.
Among their first tasks was to
build the first fort on Manhat-
tan Island, known as Fort Ams-
terdam.
One Bowling Gre en (site of t h e
Na tional Mu seum of the Am eri-
can In d i a n )

2. Broadway

The city ’s first municipal work
force , Af rican slaves cl e a red land
and shoreline and wi den ed Na-
tive Am erican tra i l s , i n cluding a
wi de road — l a ter known as
Broadw ay.
B roa dway

3. Fraunces’ Tavern

A popular re s t a u rant own ed by
Sa mu el Fra u n ce s , a West In d i a n
c a terer of Fren ch and Af ri c a n
ori gi n . Si te of G en eral Geor ge
Wa s h i n g ton’s farewell ad d ress to
his troops in 1783.
54 Pe a rl Stre et

4. Downing’s Oyster House

Popular re s t a u rant in the early

1800s own ed by bl ack abo l i-
ti onist Th omas Down i n g. It s
cellar served as a stop on the
Un der ground Ra i l road .

5. The Wall

Af rican slaves con s tru cted a
w a ll ac ross Manhattan Island in
1 6 5 3 . Ex tending from the Hu d-
s on River to the East River, it is
l a ter known as Wa ll Street .
Wa ll Stre et

6. Wall Street Slave Market

E s t a bl i s h ed in 1711 at a pier at
Wa ll Street and the East River,
Af rican men , wom en , and ch i l-
d ren were sold at the Wa ll Street
Sl ave Ma rket .
Co rn er of Wa ll Stre et and Fro n t
Stre et

7. 1712 Slave Revolt

A group of en s l aved Af ri c a n s
a m bu s h ed wh i tes on the out-
s k i rts of the city in 1712. Ni n e-
teen bl acks were exec uted in re-
s ponse to the slave upri s i n g.
No rt hwest co rn er of Ma i d en
Lane and Wi lliam Stre et

8. African Free School

Fo u n ded in 1787 in a singl e
room for forty boys and gi rl s .
245 Wi lliam Stre et (betwe en An n
Stre et and Fu l ton Stre et )

9. St. Peter’s Church

De s troyed by fire in 1835, t h e
chu rch was rebuilt ch i ef ly from
m on ey given by Pierre To u s-
s a i n t , a form er slave and Ha i ti a n
ph i l a n t h rop i s t .
22 Ba rcl ay Stre et (southeast co r-
n er of C h u rch Stre et and Ba rcl ay
Stre et )

10. Dr. James McCune

Smith

A gradu a te of the Af rican Free
S ch oo l , D r. Smith establ i s h ed a
m edical practi ce and ph a rm ac y
h ere in 1837.

55 West Broa dway
( betwe en Mu rray Stre et and Pa rk
Pl a ce )

11. Pinkster Celebration

In the 17th cen tu ry, the Af ro -
Dutch com mu n i ty cel ebra ted
an Af rican cerem ony call ed
P i n k s ter at this site . The annu-
al cel ebra ti on coi n c i ded wi t h
the Ch ri s tian ob s erva n ce of
Pen teco s t .
Ci ty Ha ll Pa rk

12. 1741 Executions

A rumor of a slave uprising in
New York City led to the trial
and convictions of thirty-five
defendants. All were executed,
either by hanging or burning,
including thirty-one black
men, two white men, and two
white women.
Ci ty Ha ll Pa rk

13. Road to Harlem

In 1658, Af rican workers bu i l t
the road to Ha rl em (later
k n own as the Bo s ton Po s t
Road ) .
Pa rk Row (to 110th Stre et and
the East River )

14. 1863 Draft Riots

Du ring four days of c i ty wi de vi-
o l en ce in Ju ly 1863, the hom e s
of Af rican Am ericans and abo l i-
ti onists were firebom bed . E s ti-
m a tes ra n ge from 100 to more
than 1,000 people kill ed , i n clu d-
ing two men , Abraham Fra n k l i n
and Jeremiah Robi n s on , on
Roo s evelt Street .
Roo sevelt Stre et (betwe en Cherry
Stre et and Oak Stre et )

15. Land of the Blacks

From 1643 to 1712, m ore than
t h i rty farms own ed by free
bl acks spanned the fron ti er
n orth of the Af rican Bu ri a l
Ground to 34th Street .

C h i n a town , S o Ho, Gre enwi ch
Vi ll a ge , Little It a ly

16. African Burial Ground

Memorial Site

An esti m a ted 20,000 men ,
wom en , and ch i l d ren were
bu ri ed in the cem etery here
f rom the late 17th cen tu ry unti l
it was cl o s ed in 1795. Approx i-
m a tely five city bl ock s , the site
was five to six ac res in size .
Duane and Elk stre et s

17. Frederick Douglass

The Hudson River pier where
Frederick Washington Bailey, a
runaway slave from Maryland,
came ashore in 1838. Aided by
the Underground Railroad,
Bailey achieved freedom and
renamed himself Frederick
Douglass.
C h a m bers and West stre ets (site
of Stuy vesant Hi gh Sch ool )

18. Abyssinian Baptist

Church

Fo u n ded in 1808 by bl ack
m em bers of the First Ba pti s t
Chu rch .
40 Wa ll Stre et

19. Mother A.M.E. Zion

Church

The first Af ri c a n - Am eri c a n
chu rch in New York Ci ty,
fo u n ded in 1796.
156 Church Stre et

21. Ruggles’ Boarding

House

Rooming house for blacks
owned by black abolitionist
David Ruggles, and an Under-
ground Railroad station that
assisted hundreds of fugitives,
including Frederick Douglass.
(Ruggles’ first boarding house
was located at 67 Lispenard
Street.)
36 Li s pen a rd Stre et

RITES, continued from page 1

In colonial New York City, 15 to 20 percent of

the population were enslaved Africans. Local

black men and women worked at a variety of

skilled occupations until racially oriented laws

favoring whites restricted work assignments for

enslaved and free blacks. Artist: Charles Lilly.



New York Host Committee

CO-CHAIRS

Hon . C . Vi r ginia Fiel d s
Hon . D avid Pa ters on
Hon . Ch a rles B. Ra n gel

MEMBERS

Ca m i lle Giraud Akeju
Mi g u el Al ga ri n
Hon . Ca rl An d rews
John H. Ba n k s
Robin Bell - S teven s
Hon . Mi ch ael A . Ben ja m i n
Cordia L. Beverl ey, M . D.
S t a n ton F. Bi d dl e
Imam M. Bin Yo u s ef
Mel ody Ca po te
Hel en Cash Jack s on
Hon . Ba rb a ra M. Cl a rk
Hon . Yvet te D. Cl a rke
Jayne Corte z
L a rry Dais
Rev. Herbert Daugh try
Edith Daven port
Wa l ter I. Del ph , M . D.
Ri ch a rd B. Di cken s on

Hon . Herman Fa rell , J r.
Atiim Fer g u s on
Bru ce W. Fer g u s on
Rev. F l oyd H. F l a ke
Rev. D r. James A . Forbe s , J r.
Rev. Wen dell Fo s ter
Pa tricia L. G a t l i n g
An n et te Gordon - Reed
Ayo Ha rri n g ton
P hyllis Ha rri s on - Ro s s , M . D.
Rev. D r. Ca ro lyn Ho ll ow ay
An d rew P. Jack s on
Ken n eth J. Knu ck l e s
Rev. James E.F. L awren ce
Byron Lewi s
Fa t h er Lawren ce Lu c a s
Wi lliam Lu c y
Joan May n a rd
Lu c i lle L. Mc Ewen
An d r é e - Ni cola Mc L a u gh l i n
Hon . Gregory W. Mee k s
S . Epatha Merkers on
Hon . S t a n l ey E. Mi ch el s
Hon . G i f ford Mi ll er
Art hur Mi tch ell
John Morn i n g

Gil Nobl e
Hon . Cl a ren ce Norm a n , J r.
Hon . Ma j or R. Owen s
Loren zo Pace
Hon . Bi ll Perk i n s
Hon . Adam Cl ayton Powell , I V
Jon elle Procope
Hon . Philip Reed
L i llian Robert s
Gregory Robe s on Sm i t h
Ka rl B. Rod n ey
Ja n et Rod ri g u e z
Adel a i de L. Sa n ford
Heru An k h’ Ra Semahj Se Pt a h
Hon . L a rry Se a broo k
Lowery Sto kes Si m s
Adunni Oshupa Ta b a s i
Rod ger Tayl or
Ba rb a ra Ann Teer
Franklin Th om a s
Hon . Wi lliam C. Th om p s on , J r.
Hon . E do l phus Town s
Hon . D a rryl C. Town s
Hon . Al bert Va n n
Ma rta Moreno Vega
Cl a i re Vi ll a ro s a

G erri Wa rren - Merri ck
Ca n on Frederi ck B. Wi ll i a m s
Paul T. Wi ll i a m s , J r.
Gregory H. Wi ll i a m s
S h erri ll D. Wi l s on
Linda Za n go - Ha l ey

National Host Committee

CHAIR

D r. Maya An gel o u

MEMBERS

Imam Talib Ab du r- Ra s h i d
Ba rb a ra R. Arnwi n e
Mo l efi Kete As a n te
Hon . James M. Ba ker
Mi ch ael L. Bl a key
Herb Boyd
Ill . Sa mu el Brogdon , J r.
Hon . Julia Ca rs on
O. Jack s on Co l e , J r.
Rev. D r. Suzan Jo h n s on Coo k
Ossie Davi s
Ru by Dee
Th omas W. Dortch , J r.

H E R I TA G E WATCH

Tuesday, September 30

Tri bute Cerem ony • 6 p. m .
An d rew Rankin Mem ori a l
Ch a pel
How a rd Un ivers i ty
Si xth Stre et and Howa rd Pl a ce ,
N . W. , Wa s h i n g to n , D. C .

Wednesday, October 1

Tri bute Cerem ony • 12 p. m .
Wi ll a rd W. All en Ma s onic 
Tem p l e
1307 Eu t aw Pl a ce
Ba l ti m o re , Ma ryl a n d

Wednesday, October 1

Proce s s i on • 6 p. m .
Tri bute Cerem ony
Af rican Un i on Chu rch
1203 Newpo rt Gap Pi ke
Wi l m i n g to n , Del awa re

Thursday, October 2

Proce s s i on • 11 a.m.
Tri bute Cerem ony
Mo t h er Bet h el A . M . E . Chu rch

419 South Si xth Stre et (Ri ch a rd
All en Avenu e )
Ph i l a d el p h i a , Pen n s ylva n i a

Tri bute Cerem ony • 6 p. m .
Bet h a ny Ba ptist Chu rch
275 W. Ma rket Stre et
Jersey Ci ty, New Jersey

Friday, October 3

F l o ti lla Dep a rtu re • 9 a.m.
Jers ey Ci ty/ Liberty Is l a n d ,
New Jers ey

Arrival Cerem ony • 11 a.m.
So uth and Wa ll Streets (New
York’s co l onial slave market )

Proce s s i on to Af rican Bu ri a l

Ground Mem orial Si te
12:15 p. m .

Com m em ora tive Vi gil • 1 p. m .
290 Broadw ay and Af rican Bu r-
ial Ground Mem orial Si te
New York , New York

Saturday, October 4

Vi gil Ends • 10 a.m.

Pu blic Tri bute and Rei n term en t
Cerem ony in Fo l ey Squ a re  
11 a.m.
New York , New York

Event ScheduleRITES OF ANCESTRAL RETURN September 30 – October 4, 2003

AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND Reinterment Project



Clergy and Schomburg Center staff held hands in prayer at an African

Burial Ground commemorative ceremony meeting at the Center. The

ceremonies will take place in five cities in September and October.

A R O U N D  T H E
S C H O M B U R G  C E N T E R

Rita Dove
Ja n i ce Fa reed - Ha rdy
Toni Fay
John W. Fra n k l i n
Debra Fra s i er- How ze
Hon . James A . G a rn er
Nikki Giova n n i
Wh oopi Goldber g
Rev. Fr. Jim Goode
Ta nya E. Ha ll
Vi n cent Ha rd i n g
Tonya Ha rdy
Ha rry Ha rri s on
Beverly W. Hoga n
Hon . E l e a n or Holmes Norton
M . Wi lliam How a rd , J r.
Rev. Jesse L. Jack s on
Vern on E. Jord a n , J r.
Pen ny Jo s eph
Woodie Ki n g, J r.
Q u en tin R. L aws on
E dw a rd Lewi s
Del roy Lindo
Na s h orm eh Lindo
Leon F. L i t w ack
Haki Mad hu buti
Hon . Gregory W. Mee k s
Frank Merc ado - Va l de s
Kweisi Mfume
Ma rc H. Mori a l
Ri ck Myers
Ch a rles J. Ogl etree , J r.
Ma r ga ret J. Owen s
Colin Pa l m er
Ben jamin Franklin Payton
Wi lliam Lawren ce Po ll a rd
P hylicia Ra s h ad
Ca ro lynn Rei d - Wa ll ace
Sonia Sa n ch e z
Yvonne Scru ggs - Lef t wi ch
Rev. Ch e s ter Sm i t h
Bi ll Stri ck l a n d
H . Pa tri ck Sw ygert , J. D.
Suzan Tayl or
Hon . Regena L. Th om a s
E l e a n or Trayl or
James Tu rn er
Ci cely Tys on
Co u rtn ey B. Va n ce
Va l erie E. Wa s h i n g ton
Hon . Maxine Wa ters
Corn el We s t
Eddie N. Wi ll i a m s
Con rad Worri l
Rev. D r. Jeremiah A . Wri gh t
Giles R. Wri gh t

International Host Committee

CHAIR

Hon . D avid N. Di n k i n s

MEMBERS

D ra . Julia De A . C . Mach ado
Con sul Gen eral of the Rep u bl i c
of An go l a
Ch i nua Ach ebe
H . E . M r. Joel Wassi Adech i
Am b a s s ador of Benin to the
Un i ted Na ti on s
H . E . Is a ac Aggrey
Acting Am b a s s ador to the Un i t-
ed States of G h a n a
Maya An gel o u
H . E . M r. Ru bens A . Ba rbo s a
Am b a s s ador to the Un i ted
S t a tes of Bra z i l
Ha rry Bel a fon te
H . E . M r. Am adou Boco u m
Con sul Gen eral of Sen ega l
M s . Ba rb a ra Ch a s e - Ri bo u d
H . E . M r. F i l i pe Ch i du m o
Am b a s s ador of Moz a m bi que to
the Un i ted Na ti on s
G eor ge A . D a ll ey, E s q .
Abdias Do Na s c i m en to
Bi ll Fletch er
H . E . M r. Ha rry J. Fo u ch é
Con sul Gen eral of the Rep u bl i c
of Ha i ti
D a n ny L. G l over
Doro t hy Hei gh t
H . E . Tony Ka n d i ero
Am b a s s ador to the Un i ted
S t a tes of Ma l awi
H . E . D r. Is a ac Lamba
Am b a s s ador of Ma l awi to the
Un i ted Na ti on s
M s . Tsidii Le Lo k a
C . Payne Lu c a s
H . E . M r. Is m ael Ma rti n s
Am b a s s ador of An gola to the
Un i ted Na ti on s
Am b a s s ador E. Be s l ey Maycock
H . E . M r. Ousmane Mo ut a ri
Am b a s s ador of Ni ger to the
Un i ted Na ti on s
Sir Rex Net t l eford
H . E . Thami Ngwevel a
Con sul Gen eral of So uth Af ri c a
Cordell Th om p s on

( In form a ti on )

Yes, it’s tru e …
Unless you leave your IRA or pen s i on plan to a spo u s e , it can
be taxed heavi ly in your estate . If your estate is over $1 mil-
l i on , these funds can be su bj ect to both estate and i n com e
t a x , wh i ch may total over 80 percen t . This leaves your family
or other hei rs a mere 20 percent of a lifetime of s avi n gs .

If you are not leaving your IRA or pen s i on plan to a
s po u s e , it may make sense to name the Sch om burg Cen ter as
ben ef i c i a ry of your plan. You can avoid com p l etely incom e
and estate taxes on these funds, t hus en a bling you to leave
m ore of your other assets to your hei rs . And you can make a
m e a n i n gful gift to the Sch om burg Cen ter as part of yo u r
l egac y. For more inform a ti on , please con t act Ra n dy V. Be-
ra n e k , Ma n a ger of P l a n n ed Givi n g, (212) 930-0568. E m a i l :
p l a n n ed gi f t s @ nyp l . or g.

The Harlem Book

Fair honored Ish-

mael Reed at the

Wheatley Book

Awards in July.

Eighty-five Schomburg Center

volunteers were honored at the

annual New York Public Library

Volunteer Recognition Day at

42nd Street. Schomburg Center

volunteer

Queen E. Jor-

dan celebrated

twenty-two

years of ser-

vice. The Cen-

ter’s Volunteer

Recognition

Day took place

on June 19,

2003.



N EW F R O M T H E S C H O M B U R G C E N T E R

Jubilee: The Emergence of 

African-American Culture

How a rd Dod s on ,
Am i ri Ba ra k a ,
John Hope
Fra n k l i n , G a i l
Bu ck l ey, Hen ry
Louis Gate s , J r. ,
An n et te Gordon -
Reed , a n d
G ayraud S.
Wi l m ore
Na tional Ge o gra p h i c , $ 3 5 , 224 pp.

Th i s i llu s tra ted history doc u m ents the
co u ra geous and innova tive ways that en-
s l aved Af ricans devel oped their own uniqu e
c u l tu re in the midst of s l avery and ex a m i n e s
h ow that cultu re devel oped and flouri s h ed
t h ro u gh the ye a rs after em a n c i p a ti on to the
tu rn of the cen tu ry.

E X H I B I T I O N S

Ralph Johnson Bunche, Nobel Laureate:

A Centennial Retrospective 

August 7, 2003 – October 2003

The Sch om burg Cen ter pre s ents an ex h i-
bi ti on hon oring the ach i evem ents of

Ra l ph J. Bu n che and cel ebra ting the cen-
tennial year of the bi rth of one of t h e
most prom i n ent sch o l a rs of the twen ti et h
cen tu ry. Ralph Joh n son Bunch e , Nobel La u-
re a te: A Cen tennial Retro s pe ctive wi ll fe a-
tu re mem ora bilia from Ra l ph J. Bu n ch e’s
ch i l d h ood , i n cluding papers , ye a rboo k s ,
and uniforms from high sch ool and co l-
l ege , wh ere he
excell ed in
s ports and
s ch o l a s ti c s ,
gradu a ti n g
va l ed i ctori a n
at UCLA ; h i s
aw a rd - wi n-
ning doctora l
d i s s ert a ti on
f rom Ha rva rd
Un ivers i ty;
p a pers and
ph o togra ph s
f rom his
world travel s ; founding doc u m ents of t h e
Un i ted Na ti on s ; the draft of his 1950 No-
bel Pri ze accept a n ce speech ; and let ters ,
ph o togra ph s , and arti f acts from his forty -
year career as a sch o l a r, c ivil ri ghts activi s t ,
d i p l om a t , and world state s m a n .

Invoking the Spirit: Worship Traditions

in the African World 

August 1, 2003 – De cem ber 2003

The produ ct of
m ore than twen ty -
f ive ye a rs of travel
and re s e a rch by New
Yo rk Ti m e s ph o to-
j o u rnalist Ch e s ter
Hi ggi n s , J r. , t h i s
ph o togra phic essay
ex p l ores wors h i p
practi ces ac ross et h-
n i c , n a ti on a l , c u l tu r-
a l , and rel i gious bo u n d a ries thro u gh o ut the
Af rican world and doc u m ents the vi t a l i ty
and divers i ty of the gl obal Af rican rel i gi o u s
ex peri en ce . The images fe a tu red in the ex h i-
bi ti on also serve as the cen tral theme of
Hi ggi n s’s boo k , Fe eling the Sp i rit: Search i n g
the Wo rld for the Pe ople of Af ri c a.Cu ll ed
f rom his arch ive of almost a mill i on ph o-
togra phs doc u m en ting the gl obal Af ri c a n
ex peri en ce , the ph o togra phs in Invoking the
Sp i ri t ex p l ore the myri ad ways in wh i ch
Af rican peoples ven era te their sac red
dei ti e s , i nvoking their pre s en ce and spirit in
t h eir life worl d s . Doc u m en ted here are the

Standing in the Ne ed of Prayer: 
A Cel eb ra tion of B l a ck Prayer
Foreword by Coretta Scott Ki n g
The Free Pre s s , $ 2 7 . 5 0 , 224 pp.

From the darkest days on slave ships to the
most defiant mom ents of the Civil Ri gh t s
Movem en t , prayer, m ore than any aspect of
rel i gi on , has em bod i ed the most intense ex-
pre s s i on of trad i ti onal Af rican and Af ri c a n -
Am erican spiri tu a l i ty. In this on e - of - a - k i n d
vo lu m e , s triking ph o togra phs and inspiri n g
prayers drawn pri m a ri ly from the unpara ll el ed co ll ecti ons of the Sch om-
burg Cen ter span the broad spectrum of rel i gious trad i ti ons du ring the
n i n eteenth and twen ti eth cen tu ri e s . Ref l ecting themes rel evant to the bl ack
ex peri en ce — i n cluding stru ggl e , triu m ph , wors h i p, f a m i ly, and com mu n i-
ty —Standing in the Ne ed of Prayer fe a tu res examples from diverse rel i gi o u s
trad i ti on s , i n cluding Is l a m , Ch ri s ti a n i ty, Yoru b a , and Vodo u . The boo k
also inclu des prayers from some of h i s tory ’s most powerful voi ce s , a m on g
t h em W. E . B. Du Boi s , James Ba l dwi n , and Dr. Ma rtin Lut h er Ki n g, J r.

Praise for Standing in the Need of Prayer

“ More than a mere book abo ut prayer, it is a do s e
of d ivi n ely inspired nutri ti on from wh i ch we can
a ll ben efit by simply inge s ting one page , t h ree
times a day.”

—Iyanla Vanzant, author of Every Day I Pray

“Standing in the Ne ed of Prayer is trem en do u s ly
powerf u l , a nece s s a ry con tri buti on to the histori c a l
s tu dy of the bl ack ex peri en ce of advers i ty and tri-
u m ph in this co u n try.”

— H e n ry Louis Gates, Jr., Chair, Department of

African and African-American Studies, Harv a rd University

“Within the Af ri c a n - Am erican com mu n i ty, prayer
has been the libera ting force for a people who have
been soc i a lly, econ om i c a lly, and po l i ti c a lly op-
pre s s ed . Standing in the Ne ed of Prayer exalts the
tra n s form a ti onal power of prayer.”

— R e v e rend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.

Coming in November 2003 from the Schomburg Center and Free Press



s ac red places Af rican peoples—in Af ri c a
and the Am eri c a s — c re a te and/or con s e-
c ra te ; the diverse spiri tual leaders who are
i nvo lved in the con du ct of worship activi-
ti e s ; the universal use of prayer as a form a l
means of com mu n i c a ting with God and the
s p i ri t s ; the ri te s , ri tu a l s , and cerem on i e s
Af ricans use to pay tri bute to God and in-
vo ke Hi s / Her pre s en ce ; and the roles of mu-
sic and dance in rel i gious servi ce s , cere-
m on i e s , and ri tu a l s .

The Buffalo Soldiers: The African-

American Soldier in the U.S. Army 

Novem ber 6, 2003 – Feb ru a ry 28, 2 0 0 4

Some of the earl i e s t
m em bers of the na-
ti on’s regular pe ace-
time Army, Bu f f a l o
So l d i ers were sen t
to the most danger-
o u s , u n devel oped
p a rts of the We s t-
ern Fron ti er and
en du red long hours
p a tro lling hars h
terrain in ex trem e
we a t h er con d i ti on s .
Th ey fo u gh t , built or rebuilt Army po s t s ,
s trung miles of tel egra ph wi re , p a tro ll ed
the U. S . - Mexican border, e s corted set t l ers ,
pro tected herds of cattle and loads of m a i l ,
a s s i s ted ra i l road crews , and hel ped devel op
the nati onal park s . Fe a tu ring the co ll ec-
ti ons of Ka rem Ab du l - Ja bbar and An t h ony
L . Powell , with illu s tra ti ons by Avel de
Kn i gh t , The Buffalo Sol d i ers: The Af ri c a n -
Am erican Sol d i er in the U. S . Army su rveys
n e a rly five dec ades of Am erican history
and tells the story of these early Af ri c a n
Am eri c a n s , who earn ed a rep ut a ti on for
bravery in servi ce to the U. S . Army.

S ch o m bu rg Cen ter pro grams and ex h i bi tions are
su ppo rted in pa rt by the Ci ty of New Yo rk , t h e
St a te of New Yo rk , the Of f i ce of the Bo rou gh Pre s i-
d ent of Ma n h a t t a n , the New Yo rk St a te Black ,
Pu erto Rican and Hi s panic Legi s l a tive Caucus, t h e
Ro ckefell er Fou n d a tion En d owm ent for the Per-
fo rming Art s , The Co c a - Cola Fou n d a ti o n , New
Yo rk Li fe Fou n d a ti o n , Annie E. and Sarah L. De-
l a n ey Chari t a ble Tru s t s , J . P. Mo rgan Chase & Co. ,
and the Edl er Hawkins Fou n d a ti o n .

The Sch o m bu rg Cen ter is a mem ber of the Ha rl em
Stra tegic Cu l tu ral Coll a b o ra tive (HSCC ) .

C O M I N G
D ecem ber 4 – 20, 2003 (twelve shows ) !
Nativity: A Life Story

“...a great ad d i ti on to the holiday season in
New York . S pre ad the word .”

—The New Yo rk Ti m e s

Don’t miss the
bi ggest Na tivi ty
ever! Due to the
ex tra ord i n a ry de-
mand for last
ye a r ’s Na tivi ty, t h e
S ch om burg Cen-
ter, the Un i ted
Pa l ace Th e a tre ,
and James Stova ll
a re planning three wee kends and twelve
perform a n ces of Na tivi ty 2 0 0 3 . The holiday
f avori te wi ll fe a tu re Stephanie Mi ll s , Be Be
Wi n a n s , P hylicia Ra s h ad , L i llias Wh i te , Kei-
th Davi d , Denise Bu rs e - Fern a n de z , E bony
Jo - An n , The Ebony Ecumenical Ensem bl e ,
The Broadw ay In s p i ra ti onal Voi ce s , Th e
Ch rist Un i ted Chu rch Yo ut h - In - Acti on
Ch oru s , and many more . Ti ckets on sale
n ow. For ti cket ch a r ge call (212) 491-2004.

Featured Traveling Exhibitions

from the Schomburg Center’s

Traveling Exhibitions Program

The Sch o m bu rg Cen ter has an exten s ive trav-
eling ex h i bi tions pro gram design ed to of fer
ex h i bi tions to cultu ral insti tu tions and orga-
n i z a tions intere s ted in pre sen ting pro gra m s
on the histo ry and cultu re of pe ople of Af ri c a n
d e scen t . The Sch o m bu rg Cen ter of fers two
types of traveling ex h i bi tions: Ma j or Ex h i bi-
ti on s i n clude ori ginal photo graphs and are
ava i l a ble only to faci l i ties with ligh ting and
se c u ri ty at mu seu m - q u a l i ty standards; Pa n el
Ex h i bi ti on s a re ei t h er free-standing fra m ed
p h oto - text pa n els or wa ll-hung fra m ed pho-
to - text pa n els on maso n i te . T h ey can be
b ooked for four to ei ght we e k s . For all ex h i bi-
tions the Sch o m bu rg Cen ter su pplies text
pa n els and labels and sample press kits wi t h
rel e a ses and photo gra p h s . In addition to ba s i c
rental fe e s , local spo n so rs are re s po n s i ble fo r
i n su ra n ce and shipping costs to and from the
ex h i bi tion site . All ex h i bi tion sites must have
co n troll ed envi ro n m ents and must meet
S ch o m bu rg Cen ter se c u ri ty and fire co n trol
s t a n d a rd s . For a full list of Cen ter ex h i bi ti o n s ,
and for info rm a tion about the Sch o m bu rg

Cen ter ’s Traveling Ex h i bi tions pro gra m , co n-
t a ct (212) 491-2204.

Art of African Women: 

Empowering Traditions 

The Art of Af rican Wo m en: Em powering Tra-
d i ti o n s ex h i bi ti on pre s ents an unpreceden t-
ed su rvey of Af rican arti s tic trad i ti ons that
h ave been passed down from mothers to
d a u gh ters for cen tu ri e s . The ex h i bi ti on fe a-
tu res more than 160 stunning ph o togra ph s
by intern a ti on a lly
accl a i m ed ph o to-
j o u rnalist Ma r ga ret
Co u rtn ey - Cl a rke .
The ph o togra ph s
in the ex h i bi ti on
a re com p l em en ted
by more than 80
obj ect s , s ome of
wh i ch have been
ph o togra ph ed wi t h
t h eir cre a tors . The Art of Af rican Wo m en ex-
h i bi ti on su rveys trad i ti onal interi or and ex-
teri or de s i gn , po t tery, we avi n g, and other
decora tive arts and inclu des three com po-
n en t s : an introdu cti on to Af rican wom en
and their art form s ; a su rvey of the va ri o u s
m o ti fs that appear in the art work ; and a
ch i l d ren’s com pon en t , Af rican Ki d s.

Harlem: The Vision of Morgan 

and Marvin Smith 

Ha rl em: The Vision of Mo rgan and Ma rvi n
Sm i t h fe a tu res some 150 ph o togra phs taken
by twin ph o togra ph ers Mor gan and Ma rvi n
Smith from the 1930s
t h ro u gh the 1950s.
Divi ded into five sec-
ti on s , Ha rl em: T h e
Vision of Mo rgan and
Ma rvin Sm i t h su r-
veys the live s , a rt , a n d
work of these ex tra-
ord i n a ry arti s t s . Wi t h
The Smiths and thei r
Art, an inti m a te look at family life and the
devel opm ent of t wo careers ; Fa ces of
Ha rl em , glimpses of Ha rl em re s i dents pur-
suing their day - to - d ay live s ; News m a kers ,
portraits of l e ading nati onal figure s , a ph o-
to - e s s ay on issues of the ti m e ; Artists and
En tert a i n ers, a showcase of l e ading vi su a l ,
l i tera ry, and performing arti s t s ; and Spo rt s
Fi g u re s, a look at a peri od wh en bl ack ath-
l etes were topping racial barri ers .



su ggest cure s , and also dec ry the role of t h e
m edia in revealing his illness to the publ i c .

As h e’s speeches and wri ti n gs inclu de
n o tes and drafts for his nu m erous spe a k i n g
en ga gem en t s , s ome wri t ten on progra m s
and others more form a lly typed ; tra n s c ri p-
ti ons of l en g t hy intervi ews with sch o l a r
Arnold Ra m pers ad in prep a ra ti on for his
a utobi ogra phy; d rafts of his co lumn in the
Wa s h i n g ton Po s t,wri t ten from 1977 until his
death on su bj ects of great con cern to As h e ,
i n cluding racism in sports and soc i ety, a t h-
l etes and edu c a ti on , and apart h ei d , a m on g
o t h ers ; and a vast amount of re s e a rch mate-
rial on wh i ch he based Ha rd Road to Gl o ry,
as well as nu m erous drafts of the boo k . Th e
records of or ga n i z a ti ons and proj ects wi t h
wh i ch he was assoc i a ted doc u m ent the wi de
ra n ge of his activi ti e s , p a rti c u l a rly after he

reti red from com peti tive tennis in 1980.
Th ey inclu de his Davis Cup capt a i n c y, a n ti -
a p a rt h eid activi ti e s , and ef forts to devel op
tennis players from impoveri s h ed urban ar-
eas and to increase co ll ege gradu a ti on ra te s
of bl ack athlete s .

Arthur Ashe, 1943 – 1993

Art hur Robert As h e , J r. , tennis ch a m p i on
and human ri ghts activi s t , was born in Ri ch-
m on d ,Vi r gi n i a , on Ju ly 10, 1 9 4 3 . He grew up
ad jacent to Brook Field Pa rk , a segrega ted
p l ayground wh ere his father served as su per-
i n ten den t , and began to play tennis on the
p a rk co u rts at abo ut age seven . Ashe rec a ll ed
w a tching Ronald Ch a ri ty, the most accom-
p l i s h ed bl ack tennis player in Ri ch m on d ,
practicing at the park . One day, Ch a ri ty
a s ked him if he would like to learn to play.
“As casu a lly as that,” Ashe said later, “my life

was tra n s form ed .”
Ashe altered the sport of tennis as well ,

with an early career punctu a ted by singles ti-
tles at nati onal ju n i or ch a m p i on s h i p s . In
1 9 6 1 , he en tered the Un ivers i ty of Ca l i forn i a
at Los An geles (UCLA) on a tennis sch o l a r-
s h i p, and by 1963 he had made his first tri p
o ut s i de the Un i ted States to Wi m bl edon .

In 1968, a few ye a rs after gradu a ti n g
U C LA , and while serving in the U. S . Army as
a sys tems analyst at West Poi n t , Ashe cap-
tu red the U. S . Open ti t l e . He was sti ll an am-
a teur but was ra n ked nu m ber one in the
worl d . In 1969, a f ter com p l eting his active
duty with the Army, Ashe tu rn ed profe s s i on-
a l . In 1970, he won the second of his three
Grand Slam singles ti t l e s . In 1975, he upset
Ji m my Con n ors to win at Wi m bl edon , a n d
was again ra n ked nu m ber on e .

Ashe reti red from com peti tive tennis in

ASHE, continued from page 1

Books authored and co-authored by Arthur Ashe. American and foreign

editions of Ashe’s books are in the Schomburg Collection.

Young Arthur Ashe with his tennis trophies,

at home in Richmond, Virginia, 1955.

Congratulatory telegrams from Ralph

Bunche and Jackie Robinson.

A rthur Ashe on the day he received an

H o n o r a ry Doctorate from Princeton, 1982. One

of many honorary doctorates Ashe re c e i v e d .

“Shocker at Wimbledon.” Sports Illustrated

Cover, July 14, 1975.
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April 1980 after su f fering a heart attack and
m onths later under going qu ad ruple byp a s s
su r gery. Af ter his reti rem en t , Ashe was
n a m ed captain of the Un i ted States Davi s
Cup team and served in that po s i ti on for five
ye a rs . In June 1983, he had a second byp a s s
su r gery, a f ter wh i ch he received a bl ood
tra n s f u s i on to shore up his stren g t h .

As h e’s ach i evem ents as a tennis player
were match ed by his com m i tm ent to soc i a l
s ervi ce . In reti rem en t , he became invo lved in
a host of proj ects and activi ti e s , raising funds
for the Am erican He a rt As s oc i a ti on and
maintaining his invo lvem ent in ju n i or ten-
nis and player devel opm en t . ( Ashe co -
fo u n ded the As h e - Bo ll et ti eri Ci ties (ABC)
Tennis Program in the 1980s as a su pport
m echanism for young people in cities.) A
ti reless anti - a p a rt h eid activi s t , Ashe fo u n ded
At h l etes and Artists Against Ap a rt h eid wi t h
Ha rry Bel a fon te in 1983 to persu ade other
a t h l etes and performing artists to boyco t t
So uth Af ri c a . He also served as a boa rd
m em ber of Tra n s Af ri c a , a lobbying and re-
s e a rch group on Af rican affairs , h e aded by
his ch i l d h ood fri end Ra n d a ll Robi n s on .

Ashe marri ed ph o togra ph er Je a n n e
Mo uto u s s a my in 1977, and in 1986 he be-
came a father with the arrival of his daugh-
ter, Ca m era . He rem a i n ed an import a n t
pre s en ce in sports in reti rem ent as well , a s
c a ptain of the Davis Cup team and in the
m ed i a . He also re s e a rch ed and wro te a com-
preh en s ive three - vo lume history of Af ri c a n -
Am erican athlete s , Ha rd Road to Gl o ry,
wh i ch was publ i s h ed in 1988. Ashe served as
a tel evi s i on com m en t a tor for HBO and A B C
and con ti nu ed a co lumn in the Wa s h i n g to n
Po s t, begun in 1977, wri ting abo ut racism in
s ports and soc i ety, a t h l etes and edu c a ti on ,
a p a rt h ei d , and many other su bj ect s .

In Septem ber 1988, a f ter he had ex peri-
en ced sym ptoms of weakness and nu m b-
n e s s , tests reve a l ed that Ashe was HIV- po s i-
tive . He and his doctors bel i eved that the
tra n s f u s ed bl ood he received after his secon d
bypass su r gery in 1983 was the cause of t h e
d i s e a s e .

In April 1992, in re s ponse to ru m ors
a bo ut his health, Ashe held a press con fer-
en ce to announce that he had A I D S . He soon

became active in the fight against the dis-
e a s e , raising funds and speaking around the
co u n try to increase public aw a ren e s s . He es-
t a bl i s h ed the Art hur Ashe Fo u n d a ti on for
the Defeat of A I D S , s po ke to the Un i ted Na-
ti ons on World AIDS Day, and joi n ed the
Na ti onal Advi s ory Council of the Ha rva rd
AIDS In s ti tute . He also began work on his
a utobi ogra phy, Days of Gra ce: A Mem o i r,
wh i ch he com p l eted days before his de a t h .

Ashe died of pn eu m onia in New York
Ci ty on Febru a ry 6, 1 9 9 3 , and was bu ri ed in
Ri ch m on d , Vi r gi n i a . His po s t humous tri b-
utes inclu de hon ora ry degrees and the Pre s-
i den tial Medal of Freedom . The new stad i-
um at the Na ti onal Tennis Cen ter in
F lushing Me adows , New York , was named in
his hon or, as was the UCLA stu dent health
cen ter. In his home state of Vi r gi n i a , t h e
Art hur Ashe Monu m ent stands at the corn er
of Ri ch m on d ’s Monu m ent Avenue and
Ro s eneath Road . The monu m ent shows
Ashe su rro u n ded by ch i l d ren and holding a
tennis racqu et in one hand and books in the
o t h er. It stands in sharp con trast to the stat-
ues of Con federa te war heroes that line the
bl ocks of Ri ch m on d ’s historic distri ct , a n d
its inscri pti on re ad s , in part , “ … p l aced on
Monu m ent Avenue and Ro s eneath Road on
Ju ly 10, 1 9 9 6 , to inspire ch i ld ren and peop l e
of a ll nati on a l i ti e s .”

Ashe is arrested outside the White House for

protesting U.S. policy toward Haitian

refugees, September 9,1992.
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K
nowing our
legacy—
undistorted

by others and
documented by
those who lived
it—correctly
aligns you and me
and our children
in the continuing struggle to fully
claim our dignity in all areas of life.

Please join with me and thousands
of others who are making certain that
the Schomburg has the funds not only
to continue its unique mission, but to
expand its outreach into every home,
school, and library.

Please join me as a Schomburg
Society Member now!
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