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Serial No. 333,335

ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN

DEVICE FOR FILING DOCUMENTS

Raymond Arthur

.
Eugéne

Guichard, Paris,

France; vested in the Alien Property Custodian
Application filed May 4, 1940

The present invention relates to a new filing de-
vice allowing the work to be easily and rapidly
effected while necessitating the minimum of
movements, either for placing a document in the
rack or file, for removing it from the cabinet con-
talning it or for refiling ft, ensuring at the same
time entire safety for pla;ing 1;}119 documents in

ition or refiling the racks or files.
po&s‘mg device is constituted by a combination
which allows, if need be, of assembling the racks
by connecting them to each other, while leaving
them independent from each other, said combina-
tion being formed by means of elements some of
which are known per se and others consutuh?
novelties which will be described hereinafter, viz:

(@) Removable members serving as supports

and guides for the racks and sliding on the paral-
ars of & frame or tray.
lel(g) Racks or envelope-files made of car!:lboard
in preference to any other material, hereinafter
called “racks” provided with perforations for se-
curing suspension rods or 1;;:5 one on each folio,
cegsaly, with two flaps.
a.n(dc, J"Ililgds orl‘zars, preferably made of metal, the
shape and height of which can be different, en-
suring the suspension of the rack and the ends of
which issue from safd rack and rest on the re-
movable members and extend slightly beyond the
same for allowing the manlput,l:c'lclons and the ex-
on of the rack to be effected.

tra(,c':it)l A frame or iray allowing the placing in
position of the removable members and their siid-
ing movement as well as the suspension of the
m‘ﬁfe inseriptions on the rack are very visible be-
cause they can be held horizontally or semi-ver-
tically by & fold of one of the suspension rods, sald
rack can be opened by simply moving back one of
its folios according to its position in the cabihet,
the documents contained in the rack can be re-
tained at the rear by an inner flap provided in the
rack: a new document cen be rapidly placed In
positlon, a single movement being sufiicient for
i it.

m%ﬁﬁpulaﬂon and removal of a rack s very
easy, the rods extending beyond the rack and the
removable members being folded and ecurved at
their ends, which allows of pushing it back or
even of grasping it, using only one hand. -4

When removing a rack, the mmovable mem-
bers mark the place of sald rack, that is to say, an
empty space remains in the cabinet. The use of
sald members does not allow a rack to be placed
in the frame If said rack or ancther rack has not
been removed previously, as, If a new rack is to
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be rdded to the cabinet, it 18 necessary to arrange
at the desired place on elther side of the frame, a
new member adapted to support the suspension
rods,

The removable members can be provided with a
label bearing the tftle of the rack and the racks
removed can thus be known.

The removable members can have different
shapes, but 1t 1s advantageous that each pair, ohe
on elther side of the frame should maintain the
rod of the rear follo of & rack and that of the
front follo of the adjacent rack, so that a docu-
ment cannot be introduced between two racks,
which might take place if the racks were not con-
nected to each other, that is to say, if the rods
were held, for Instance, by separate members.

Accordich-shaped arrangements have already
been constructed, but these systems present seri-
ous difficulties.

A. When a new rack is to be Interposed, it is

necessary to disconneet the accordion, which
hecessitates the remowval of the adiacent racks.
' B. These racks present the inconvenience that
they cannot be removed from the cabinet for fil-
ing and consuiting the documents, use is conse-
quently made of an intermediate file which can
quite easily be placed In another rack: mathe-
matically, nothing will cause this error to be no-
ticed, in case of need, it will be necessary to
search in gll the racks to find the file placed in
the wrong rack, laborious task when the cabinet
comprises a few thousand racks.

C. When opening the rack, the file confaining
the documents tends, under the rearward move-
ment, to come forwardly, it {s therefore necessary
to disengage 1 for placing a new one therein,
which requires a supplementary movement,

'D. Nothing allows to see whether the rack con-
tains its documents or not.

The present invention remedies these incon-
venlences and includes other features which will
be described and claimed hereinafter.

The invention will now be described with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings given by way
of example and which {llustrate various forms of
removable members, racks, rods and suspension
frames devised aceording to the invention,

Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 {llustrate varlous forms
of removable members made of metal or moulded
material which serve as support for the rods al-
lowing the racks to be hung therefrom. Their di-
mensjons can vary according to the itnportance
of the racks. Thelr shape has been caleulated so
as to ensure their stabillty and to allow them to
be-easily placed in position and to slide on the
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parts of the frame or tray adapted o support
them.

The heel-pieces of the members shown in Figs,
1, 2, 3 and 5 and the screw of those in Figs. 4 and
6 are adapted to prevent them from overturning
when the thrust is exerted for opening the rack.

Figs. 7, 8 and ¢ illustrate the same members
seen in section; those shown in 7 and 9 have a
single recess receiving the notched end of onhe of
the two suspension rods of the rack, if use is made
of a movable member for each rod, or the rear
rod of a rack and the front rod of the adjacent
rack, If a follo of two racks is hung from the
same member,

The member shown in Fig. 8 receives at the
front in the first recess the rear rod of the rack
and, in the second recess, the front rod of the ad-
jacent rack.

Of course, in certain particular cases, by using
plane or slightly curved suspension rods, both rods
of a rack can be hung in the member of Fies. 7
and 9 or one rod in each recess of the member
shown in Plg. 8.

The recess formed In said members is inclined
(I In Figs. 7, 8 and 9) so as {o facilitate the intro-
duction of the rods.

The bottom of the recess can be flat as in Figs.
7 and 9, or have another shape, for instance a
ridge, as shown at 2 in Pigs. 2and 8.

It will be noted that the part connecting the
heel-piece to the members shown In Figs. 1 to &
is thinner than the member, as indicated at 3
in Figs. 7 and 8, {n order to facilitate the placing
in position of the members and the interposition

of new members on the part or parts serving as :

support, as will be seen later on in Figs, 23 to 28.

Fig. 10 is a flat view of the rack; the parts 4, §
and §, 6 constituting the two folios are of dif-
ferent helghts.

The line 4 and 6 of each folio also determines
their height, line § being the bottom fold or lower
back.

The parts shown at T and 8 form the flaps nec-
essary for holding the suspension rods of Figs.
11 and 13.

The folds 4, 9, 10 and 11 of the flap 8 serve to
conform to the shape of the profiled rod of Flg. 11
the detail of assemblage of which will be defined
hereinafter, the part located between the lines 4
and 0 being adapted to bear the inscriptions or
titles. This method of assemblage can be of any
other type without departing thereby from the
invention. R

The crinkled lines indicated at 12 form the
hinge of the large inner flap, however, this flap
may not be used or may be shorter and comprise
no hinge folds.

The perforations shown at 13 and 14 serve to
assemble the rods of Figs. 11 and 12 to the rack,
said perforations can be provided at I8 and (6
or otherwise, according as the securing claws of
the rods are placed on one face or the other or on
both faces.

These perforations can be provided in a more
or less large number and preferably of rectangu-
lar shape, as indicated at 18, or in the shape of &
half-circle, as shown at (8, or both as indicated
at 14 and I6.

However, for obtaining the maximum strength,
the row 11 of sald perforations which forms the
bearing point of the rods in the claws, will al-
ways be parallel to the folds 4 and 6.

The perforations located at I8 serve, once the
rack is closed, to see if {t containg documents,

The notches 10 allow, by engaging In the ver-
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tical claws of the rods, to ensure the locking of
the whole assembly and to allow, in case of wear
of the rack, the rods to be easlly taken to pleces
and recovered; the locking as well as the as-
semblage of the rods in the rack can also be
effected by other means, such as hooks or metal
eyelets,

Fig. 11 illustrates a suspension rod which fits
in the fiap 8 of the rack shown In Fig. 10, said
rod, preferably made of steel is cut out at its
ends; the notches 20 can have different shapes
according to the profile of the recesses formed In
the movable members, Figs. 7 and 8, so as to con-
form to the same and to thereby avold any lateral
play prejudicial to the alignment of the titles
of the racks.

The claws 21 serve for securing the rack to the
rod owing to the perforations (3 to 16 of Fig. 10;
they can be provided in a more or less large num-
ber and on a single face or distributed on both
faces; sald claws can be placed at the lower edge
of the rod, as shown in Fig. 13,

The claws 22 allow the rack to be locked in the
notches 19 and prevent the rod from becoming
detached.

This rod can be higher than that shown in Fig,
13 in order to allow the portion 23 which is folded
and forms the support or small back of the rack
placed between the lines 4 and 9 of Fig. 10, to
engage above the other folio of the rack, ag will
be shown later on.

Fie. 12 1s a sectional view of the rod of Fig. 11.

Fig. 13 shows a rod fitting in the flap 7 of
the rack shown in Fig. 10; said rod has the
same features as those shown in Fig. 11, but can
be less high, the cut-away portions 23 can be
provided at the lower edge instead of belng made
in the body as in Fig, 11.

Fig. 14 is a sectional view of Fig. 13; it will be
noted that the position of the horizontal claws
21 and vertical claws 22 can be reversed rela-
tively to Fig. 12,

Fig. 15 is a plan vlew of the rods of Figs. 11 and
13. It will be noted that the claws 21 are em-
bossed on both faces of the rod.

The portion 24 constituting the ends is curved
or folded so as to allow the rack to be removed
or opened easily, as will be shown later on.

Figs. 16 to 21 show in section varlous embodi-
ments for ensuring the support and sliding of
the movable members shown in Figs. 1 to 8. These
bars or angle members are assembled on elther
side of an armature forming a support per palr,
if use is made of bars as those shown In Flgs. 18
and 20, or for each one, if use is made of the
varlous angle members shown in Figs. 17, 18, 19
and 21,

Fig. 22 shows the bars of Fig, 16 assembled per
palr on either side of supporting legs, as well as
a movable member of Fig. 1 placed in position,

Figs. 23 and 24 illustrate In section the intro-
duction of the movable members of Figs. 1 and 2
between the bars and the profile of Figs. 16 and 17
constituting the means for ensuring the support
and sliding of sald members,

Filgs. 25 and 26 show the member placed in po-
sitlon, it is therefore necessary to cause it to ef-
:;:ct a quarter of a revolution after its introduc-

on. :

It will now be understood that it is necessary
to use members having & stem 3 shown in Figs. 7
and 8 as thin as possible, otherwise it will be
impossible to obtaln such an assemblage, allow-
ing the easy Introduction of the members and in
particular, the addition of new membears among
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the others without it being necessary to intro-
duce them only at one end of the tray or frame,
this requiring 1ts taking to pleces and the chang-
ing of the position of all the racks when one or
more are to be interposed.

Fig. 27 shows a member of the same shape as
that of Figs. 1 and 7, but the stem or heel-piece
3 of which has not been reduced in depth so as
to show that 1t is Impossible to cause it to enter
the profile of Figs. 16, 17 and 20, for instance.

Fig. 28 shows that said member, seen at the
other edge, can only be placed in position through
the end of the hars or profiled members of Pigs.
16 to 20, that is to say, it would be necessary to
take the whole device to pieces to Introduce new
members.

Alone the members shown In Figs. 4 and 6 (side
view Fig. 9) can, whilst having a stem or heel-
piece of the same depth as the member 1tself, be
easily interposed: the member of Fig. 6 on the
supporting angle bar of Fig. 21, and this owing to
the locking screw 2% with which it 1s provided,
but its stability Is less and its cost price higher;
as will be seen in Figs. 29 and 30, the member of
Fig. 4, will necessitate, after its introduction, the
placing in position of a screw or a pin, which is
not very practical especially when the drawer
of the cabinet is placed near the ground or when
its edges extend beyond the top of the racks.

Fig. 31 shows the securing in position of the
rack shown in Fig. 10 to the rod {llustrated in Fig.
11; the points 4, 9, 10 and i1 correspond to the
same tracing or folding lines of Fig. 10, as above
indicated, thus, the back bearing the title is
clearly visible and efficiently supported by the
folded part of the rod or bar.

At 21 and 22, the horizontal and vertical claws
of the rod shown in Fig. 11 are placed In the
perforations 19 and notches 19 of the rack shown
in Fig. 10; the securing in position is reinforced
at 26 by stitching; the fiap of Fig. 10 is shown at
8 with its crinkled lines.

Fig. 32 shows in section the assemblage of the
two rods of Figs. 11 and 13 to the rack 10.

It will be noted that the rod of Flg. 13 is not so
high as that of Fig. 11, s0 as to engage under the
folded part 23, in order to form less thickness and
zllow, when the racks do not contain a volume of
papers exceeding the wldth of the folded part 23,

to place a larger number thereof in the cabinets.

The rod shown in Fig. 13 is not provided with
a vertical claw at its ends, which is optional and
Is not prejudiclal in any way to the firmness of
the structure.

Fig. 33 shows the utilisation of the inner flap
8 of the rack shown in Fig. 10. When the rack is
opened, either by pushlng back its rear follo or
advancing the front follo, according to its posi-
tion in the cabinet, the documents are held in po-
sition and cannot fall forwardly, which would
hinder the introduction of another document and
would cause loss of time, when the filing is ef-
fected chronologically.

Pig. 34 is a perspective view of the assemblage
of a few racks or flles on the movable members of
Figs. 1 to 6. It will be noted that for this ex-
ample, use is made of the nccordion principle,
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each member locks the rear and front suspension
rods of the preceding rack and the following rack,
except, of course, for the first and the last, but
for these two racks, use can be made of thinner
movable members,

The rack Duval is pushed back, its frent folio
remains attached to the rear folio of the rack
Dussar, it is therefore impossible to place a docu-
ment between both racks,

Fig. 35 shows that it is easy to extract a rack,
even with a finger, owing {o the folding of the
rods and that it is impossible to place a file in the
rack unless it has been taken out therefrom or
another one removed, as one cannot be inter-
posed between two others unless & new member is
placed at the required spot on either side of the
frame, after having separated the front and rear
folios of the preceding and following files, the rods
of which are replaced In position afterwards; it
will be noted that it is only necessary to push with
a filnger the curved part of the rods to effect the
opening.

Fig. 36 is a section of Fig. 35, it will be seen that
1t is easy to effect the introduction of a rack which
has been taken out, its place remains free, its own
weight being sufficient for ensuring its correct
placing in position.

PFig. 37 illustrates a label-carrier adapted to
bear the title of the corresponding rack, so that
its Identity can be known when said rack has been
removed from the cabinet; this label-carrier, pref-
erably made of plastic material, is folded at right
angles at about 4% of its height, at its longest
part, its edges are folded back in U shape slightly
closed, for allowing the label to slide and to be
held therein, its short part has an opening 26 at
the end then a larger open portion 27, so as to
allow it to be hooked on the stem connecting the
movable member to its heel-piece. Said member
can also be held by means of the screw or pin, If
use is made of the members of Figs. 4 or 6.

At the top of the longest part, a perforation 28,
having the shape of the end of the heel-piece sub-
sequently engaged therein, is provided, so as to
prevent the label-carrier from rocking to the
right or to the left.

Flg. 38 shows a label-carrier of Fig. 37 mounted
oh a movable member.

Fig. 39 shows how the ends of the bars or rods
of Figs. 16 or 20 are cut out in order to be as-
sembled with the legs to form the frame without
necessitating screws or nuts.

Fig, 40 illustrates the end 29 of the leg shown
in Fig. 22 which has been perforated for allowlng
the passage and the straightening of the bars of
Fig. 39, and provided with two claws 30 for allow-
ing & member in the shape of a comb to be se-
cured in positlon.

Fig. 41 shows said member serving to hold the
two bars of Fig. 39; its engagement in the two
claws 1ls adapted not only to maintain and also
to ensure the rigorous spacing apart of both bars
shown In Filg. 39, but also that of both peairs of
bars.

Fleg. 42 illustrates a sectlonal vlew of the as-
semblage.

RAYMOND ARTHUR EUGENE GUICHARD.





