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“When Seeger had cleared two acres, he went 
to the New York Public Library, on Forty-
second Street, and looked up "log cabin." 
—Wilklnson, Alec. “The Protest Singer.” New 
Yorker v.82, no. 9 (April 17, 2006): p44. 

See for yourself: the library has an excellent 
collection of books and other materials on log 
cabins, from practical guides on building one 
to their role in American history. For the full 
selection of research items: catnyp.nypl.org 

Log Cabin books to borrow 
In Branch Libraries catalog: leopac.nypl.org  
Chambers, Robert Wood. Log Con-
struction Manual: The Ultimate Guide to 
Building Handcrafted Log Homes. River 
Falls, Wis: Deep Stream Press. 2003 

Kylloe, Ralph R. The Rustic Cabin: 
Design & Architecture. Salt Lake City, 
Utah: Gibbs Smith, 2003. 

Sunset Books. Cottage, Cabin & 
Vacation Home Plans. 2nd ed. Menlo 
Park, Calif: Sunset, 2007. 

Articles 
Use our databases to find recent articles 
in thousands of magazines, newspapers 
and journals that you may never have 
heard of. For example, Compendex® 
including Historical Archive 1884 – 
present (SIBL only), a comprehensive 
index of all forms of technology and 
engineering, cites the following articles 
on log cabins: 

Johnson, D. “Central Wisconsin sawmill 
focuses on cabin log production.” 
Northern Logger and Timber Processor 
v.49, no. 12 (2001): 10-11. 
Marzotto, Tito R. “Concrete masquerades 
as log cabin construction.” Concrete 
International: Design and Construction 
v.13, no. 2 (1991): 48-50. 
Rowell, R. M., J. M. Black, L. R. Gjovik, 
and W. C. Feist. “Protecting Log Cabins 
from Decay..” USDA Forest Service 
General Technical Report FPL (Forest 
Products Laboratory), no. 11 (1977): 11. 

Building a log cabin 
Angier, Bradford. How to Build Your 
Home in the Woods. New York: Sheridan 
House, 1952. 

Duncan, S. Blackwell. How to Build Your 
Own Log Home & Cabin from Scratch. 
Blue Ridge Summit, Pa: Tab Books, 
1978. 

Dunfield, John D. Log Cabin 
Construction. Ottawa: J. D. Dunfield, 
1975. 

Montana's Log Home Industry: 
Development and Current Status. 
Research paper INT. Ogden, UT (324 
25th Street, Ogden 84401): U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture, Forest Service, 
Intermountain Research Station, 1991. 

Langsner, Drew. A Logbuilder's 
Handbook. Emmaus, Pa: Rodale Press, 
1982. 

McRaven, Charles. Building the Hewn 
Log House. Hollister, Mo: Mountain Pub. 
Services, 1978. 

Ramsey, Dan. Building a Log Home from 
Scratch or Kit. 1st ed. Blue Ridge 
Summit, PA: Tab Books, 1983. 

Roebuck, Alan D. How to Put up Your 
Own Post-Frame House and Cabin. Blue 
Ridge Summit, Pa: Tab Books, 1979. 

Thiede, Arthur. American Log Homes. 
Emmaus, Pa: Rodale Press, 1986. 

Thiede, Cindy Teipner. The Log Home 
Book: Design, Past & Present. Salt Lake 
City: Gibbs Smith, 1993. 

Time-Life Books. Cabins and Cottages. 
Alexandria, Va: Time-Life Books, 1978. 

United States. Public Recreation Cabins 
Chugach National Forest, Alaska. 
Juneau, Alaska: The Region, 1993. 

History and historical items 
Fragile or older items may require special 
handling and supervised reading.  

Aldrich, Chilson D. The Real Log Cabin. 
New York: The Macmillan company, 
1928. 

Brimmer, F. Everet. Camps, Log Cabins, 
Lodges and Clubhouses. New York: 
London, D. Appleton and company, 1925. 

Bruette, William A. Log Cabins and 
Cottages: How to Build and Furnish 
Them. New York: Watt, 1934. 

Comstock, William Phillips. Bungalows, 
Camps and Mountain Houses, 
Containing a Large Variety of Designs by 
Many Architects… 3rd ed. New York: 
Comstock, 1924. 

How to Build Cabins and Ranch Houses; 
with Complete Directions and Plans for 
Interiors, Furniture, Landscaping,and 
Modern Improvements. New York: 
Popular Science Pub. Co, 1952. 

Jordan, Terry G. Texas Log Buildings, a 
Folk Architecture. Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 1978. 

Kemp, Oliver. Wilderness Homes; a Book 
of the Log Cabin. 2nd ed. New York: The 
Outing publishing company, 1908. 

Swanson, William Elmer. Log Cabins. 
New York, Macmillan Co., 1948. 

Mason, Bernard Sterling. Cabins, 
Cottages and Summer Homes. New 
York: A.S. Barnes, 1947. 

Ohman, Doug. Cabins of Minnesota. St. 
Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 
2007. 

Pogue, Dennis J. “The Domestic 
Architecture of Slavery at George 
Washington's Mount Vernon.” Winterthur 
Portfolio v.37, no. 1 (Spring 2002): 3-22. 
(article available at library in JSTOR)  

 
In “The Negro American family; Report of a 

social study made by the College classes of 
1909 and 1910 of Atlanta University” 

(NYPLDigital) 

Sobel, Mechal. The world they made 
together: Black and white values in 
eighteenth-century Virginia. Princeton, 
N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1987. 

Weslager, C. A. The Log Cabin in 
America; from Pioneer Days to the 
Present. New Brunswick, N.J: Rutgers 
University Press, 1969. 

Wicks, William S. Log Cabins. How to 
Build and Furnish Them. New York: 
Forest and Stream Publishing Co, 1889 

Future Cabins 
“Resources for Life.com » Small House 
Society.” 
http://www.resourcesforlife.com/small-
house-society. 

Lyttle, Bethany. “Think Small.” The New 
York Times, February 16, 2007, sec. 
Great Homes / Great Homes.  

 

 

Science, Industry and Business Library 
The New York Public Library 

188 Madison Avenue (at 34th Street) 
New York NY 10016 | 212.592.7000 
www.nypl.org/research/sibl/science 
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