SCHOMBURG CENTER FOR RESEARCH IN BLACK CULTURE

SSCHOLARS IN RESIDENCE

HE SCHOMBURG CENTER residency program
Tassists scholars and professionals whose re-
search on the black experience can benefit from
extended access to the Center’s resources. Fellowships
funded by the Center will allow recipients to spend six
months or a year in residence with access to resources

at the Schomburg Center and other research units of
The New York Public Library.

SCOPE

The Scholars-in-Residence Program is designed to (1)
encourage research and writing on the history, literature,
and cultures of the peoples of Africa and the African dias-
pora, (2) to promote and facilitate interaction among the
participants including fellows funded by other sources,
and (3) to facilitate the dissemination of the researchers’
findings through lectures, publications, and the ongo-
ing Schomburg Center Colloquium and Seminar Series.
Applicants must indicate in their proposal how they pro-
pose to use the resources of the Schomburg Center as
well as those of the other research units of The New
York Pubic Library to further their research. For access
to the Schomburg Center and The New York Public Li-
brary catalogs, see our website: www.nypl.org. (Click on
“Catalogs” then “CATNYP” The Research Libraries On-
Line Catalog.) For more information call 212-491-2218.

ELIGIBILITY

The Fellowship Program is open to scholars studying the
history, literature, and culture of the peoples of African
descent from a humanistic perspective and to profes-
sionals in fields related to the Schomburg Center’s col-
lections and program activities. Projects in the social
sciences, science and technology, psychology, educa-
tion, and religion are eligible if they utilize a humanistic

approach and contribute to humanistic knowledge. Cre-
ative writing (works of poetry and fiction) and projects
that result in a performance are not eligible.

Persons seeking support for research leading to degrees
are not eligible under this program. Candidates for ad-
vanced degrees must have received the degree by the
application deadline.

Foreign nationals are not eligible unless they will have
resided in the United States three years immediately
preceding the application deadline.

SELECTION CRITERIA

Applications for the Scholars-in-Residence program will
be reviewed by a seven member selection committee
consisting of the Residency Program Director and ex-
ternal reviewers chosen from scholars in the humanities
and the social sciences. Fellows will be selected on the
basis of the following criteria:

Relationship of the project to the resources of the
Schomburg Center.

e Qualifications of the applicant.
e Quality and feasibility of the project plan.

e |mportance of the proposed project to the applicant’s
field and to the humanities.

e Relationship of the project to the humanities.

e |ikelihood that the project will be completed suc-
cessfully.

e The provisions for making the results of the project
available to scholars and to the public at large.



STIPENDS AND RESIDENCY

Fellowships are awarded for continuous periods of six or
twelve months at the Schomburg Center with maximum
stipends of $30,000 for six months and $60,000 for
twelve months. Fellows must devote full time to their re-
search projects. They are expected to be in continuous
residence at the Schomburg Center and to participate in
the intellectual life of the Program. They may not be em-
ployed during the period in residence except sabbaticals
from their own institutions. Those selected as Scholars-
in-Residence may supplement their stipends with sup-
port from their own institution or small outside grants if
the requisite approval is received from the Schomburg
Center. Fellows may begin residence at the Center af-
ter September 1. This program is made possible in part
through a grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the Ford Foundation, the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, and the Samuel |. Newhouse Foundation.

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

A complete application must include 10 copies of each
item listed below and a self-addressed, stamped post
card to acknowledge receipt of the application package:

e The Schomburg Center Scholars-in-Residence Ap-
plication Form (original)

e A 1500 word description of the proposed study
e Curriculum vitae

e Three (3) reference letters should be mailed directly
to the Scholars-in-Residence Program and received
no later than December 1st.

DESCRIPTION OF STUDY

In no more than 1500 words, the applicant should provide
a detailed description of the proposed study, including
but by no means restricted to, the following elements:

¢ A statement of the topic under consideration with
specific reference to the major questions, problems,
and theses being investigated.

e An outline of the plan for carrying out the study or
project.

e Discussion of the sources in the Schomburg Cen-
ter and other research units of the New York Public
Library for the study and the plans for examining
them.

e Description of research methods.

e Applicant’'s competence in the use of any foreign
languages needed to complete the study.

e The place of the study in the applicant’s overall re-
search and writing program.

¢ The significance of the study for the applicant’s field
and for the humanities in general.

e The final objective and expected products of the
study. Plans for publications, lectures, exhibitions,
teaching, and other vehicles of dissemination should
be detailed. Fellows will be expected to share their
findings through these means and as participants in
the Schomburg Center Colloquium and Seminar Se-
ries during their residency.

Notification will be made in mid-March 2009.

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

Application can be downloaded at:
http://www.nypl.org/research/sc/scholars/index.html

Completed applications must be postmarked no later than December 1 and mailed to:

Scholars-in-Residence Program
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
515 Malcolm X Boulevard
New York, New York 10037-1801

www.schomburgcenter.org
Email address: sir@nypl.org



SCHOMBURG CENTER FOR RESEARCH IN BLACK CULTURE

SSCHOLARY IN RESIDENCE

Application deadline:
December 1

Notification date:

Mid-March

Full Name:

Last First Middle
Telephone: Home Work
E-mail: Citizenship: US Foreign National Resident
Address:
Education: Last Degree Date of Degree
Institution Major

Current Position: Academic Rank

Departmental Affiliation

Institution

Major Fellowships and Research Support during the past five (5) Years:

Source of Support

Amount Grant Period

Purpose

Field of Proposed Study:
(Select one only)

___ArtHistory
__Communication Arts
__ Cultural Studies
___History

___ Literature
___Philosophy
___Religious Studies

Other

References: List names of references (reference letters to be sent directly to the
Schomburg Center by December 1).

1.

Please indicate how you learned of the Scholars in Residence program.

Project Title:

100-word summary of project (please type or print)
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