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Summary

Main Entry: New York World’s Fair  (1939-1940)

Title: New York World’s Fair, 1939, Inc. and 1940, Inc. Records

Size: 1174 record cartons, 10 AB’s, 90 FB, 8 pkgs., 192 vols.

Source: New York World’s Fair, 1939, Inc. and 1940, Inc.

Abstract: The New York World’s Fair of 1939 and 1940 was held at
Flushing Meadows in the Borough of Queens in New York City.
The central theme of the Fair, “Building the World of Tomorrow,”
proposed to celebrate the achievements of modern scientific and
industrial civilization while offering an optimistic and exciting
vision of the future world in the making.  It was demonstrated by a
series of thematic zones and focal exhibits depicting the major
areas of human activity (amusement, communications, production,
science, transportation, etc.).  A variety of parades, pageants,
special events and other amusements were also offered.  With an
attendance of more than 25 million during the 1939 season, it was
extended the Fair for an additional year, closing on October 27,
1940.

The records consists of administrative files containing
correspondence, reports, minutes, financial and legal records,
memoranda, photographs, phonograph records, printed matter, and
other materials from the Central office and thirty-three departments
of the Fair.  The central files concern administration, construction,
maintenance, participation, and public relations.  Records from the
departments cover such topics as construction, maintenance and
demolition of Fair facilities; displays and exhibits; government
participation; concessions and import and export of goods; housing
and decoration of architecture and landscaping; and entertainment,
art, fashion, and sports.  Other topics are legal and financial affairs;
publicity and promotion; public safety and welfare; information
services; and legal and financial affairs. Types of records in the
collection include contracts and agreements, corporate minutes,
press releases and clippings, photographs (positive and negative),
artifacts and memorabilia, and phonograph recordings of Fair
events.

Access: Container #694 contains one folder of restricted records.

Special Formats: Photographs, phonograph disc recordings, artifacts, memorabilia
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Related Materials Note

Temple of Religion records, formerly boxes 832-834A, have been removed from the Fair
records for cataloging as a separate collection in the Manuscripts and Archives Division.

New York World’s Fair 1964-65 Corporation records are also among the holdings of the
Manuscripts and Archives Division.
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Historical Note

The New York World’s Fair of 1939 and 1940, held at Flushing Meadows in the Borough
of Queens in New York City, was the most important and spectacular exposition ever
held in the United States.  By every measurement – size, cost, attendance, publicity,
foreign government participation, number of exhibitors – it out-ranked every other
American Fair.  It was the first international exposition held in New York since the
“Crystal Palace” anniversary of the founding of the nation under the Constitution and the
inauguration of Washington as president in New York on April 30, 1789.  More
generally, it proposed to celebrate the achievements of modern scientific and industrial
civilization while offering an optimistic and exciting vision of the future world in the
making.  Like all fairs it hoped to stimulate trade and sell goods.

Planning for the Fair began in New York in the summer and fall of 1935 with the
formation of a steering committee composed of Henry Bruere, William Church Osborn,
Nicholas Roosevelt, Percy S. Straus, W. Franklyn Paris, Grover A. Whalen and Matthew
Woll.  A non-profit membership corporation was formed in October; charter members
included over one hundred leaders of New York’s business, financial, artistic and
professional communities.  Physical construction began in the spring of 1936 with the
enactment of enabling legislation permitting the reclamation of the Fair site, a tidal swap
that was used as a city dump.  The reclamation was considered one of the largest
undertaken in the eastern United States.  State and federal cooperation was facilitated by
the creation of the New York State Worlds’ Fair Commission and the United Stated
World’s Fair Commission.  President Roosevelt, responding to a resolution of Congress,
invited the participation of the nations of the world.  Sixty nations responded and were
represented at the Fair.

The central theme of the Fair, “Building the World of Tomorrow,” was embodied in the
theme center comprised of the Trylon, a 700-foot obelisk and the Perisphere, a 200-foot
globe.  The Perisphere contained the Fair’s principal spectacle, a scale model of an
imaginary metropolis of the future, “Democracity.”   Radiating from the theme center
were a series of thematic zones and focal exhibits depicting the major areas of human
activity (amusement, communications, production, science, transportation, etc.).  Since it
was a fair for Everyman, a variety of parades, pageants, special events and other
entertainments were also offered.

The Fair was a result of a close collaboration between private investors, the City and
State of New York, and the federal government, each of which shared in the overall cost
estimated at more than $155,000,000.  With a paid attendance of more than 25 million
during the 1939 season, its board of directors decided to extend the Fair for an additional
year.  It closed on October 27, 1940.  It’s principal officers included Grover A. Whalen
(president), Bayard F. Pope (treasurer), George McAneny (chairman of the board), Percy
S. Straus (chairman of the committee on architecture and physical planning), Howard A.
Flanigan (assistant to the president) and John P. Hogan (chief engineer).  Lord, Day, and
Lord acted as general counsel.



7

Scope and Content Note

The Fair records are arranged into thirty-three department (or office units) beginning with
the central files and followed by the remainder in roughly alphabetical sequence.
Additional records arranged by department and/or record type follow as addenda.

Arrangement Note

The collection is divided into thirty-three series:
I.  Central Files
II. America at Home
III. The American Common
IV. American Family Participation
V. American Jubilee
VI. Amusement Department
VII. The Board of Design
VIII. Concessions Department
IX. Construction Department
X. Displamor Department
XI. Displays Department
XII. Electrical Engineers Department
XIII. Art Department
XIV. Fashion Department
XV. Government Participation Division
XVI. Import and Export Department
XVII. Office Manager and Director of Information – Information Service Unit
XVIII. Insurance Department
XIX. Labor Relations Department
XX. Legal Department
XXI. Maritime Exhibit
XXII. Operations Department
XXIII. Promotion and Development Department
XXIV. Public Education Department
XXV. Public Safety Department
XXVI. Research and Library Department
XXVII. Sales and Salvage Department
XXVIII. Secretary’s Office
XXVIX. Sports Department
XXX. Town of Tomorrow
XXXI. Treasury Division
XXXII. Welfare Department
XXXIII. Addenda
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Series Descriptions

SERIES I. CENTRAL FILES
Boxes 1-362

These records which form the core of the administrative records of the Fair are arranged
according to a correspondence filing classification code into five series: administration,
constructions, maintenance, participation, and public relations.  The classification code is
fully described on the 17-page listing attached to the accession sheet.  The central files
are provided with a master card file index (boxes 1128-1185) which, when utilizing the
filing code, permits the location of records pertaining to persons or organizations having
contact with the Fair.

SERIES II.  AMERICA AT HOME
Boxes 363-365

This exhibit consisted of rooms furnished by designers, decorators and architects, a
handicraft exhibit, and a show on a revolving stage entitled “Furniture on Parade.”  The
records include correspondence of the director (Louise Bonney Leicester) and the
associate director (Shepard Vogelgesand) with exhibitors, architects, designers, and
furniture manufacturers.  There are also a few photographs of the America at Home
building, lists of exhibitors, and inventories of items exhibited.

SERIES III.  THE AMERICAN COMMON
Boxes 366-366A

This department staged fetes, fiestas and folk festivals which illustrated the cultural
diversity of America and which sought to highlight the ideals of peace, freedom and
democracy.  The records include correspondence of the director (Harvey W. Anderson),
the associate directors (Patricia Parmelee), and the program secretary (Francis Bosworth),
relating to its programs, special events, selection of its national advisory council, and its
relationship with the Works Progress Administration.  Correspondents includes: Louis A.
Adamic, Franz Boas, Felix Frankfurter, Mary Barnum Bush Hauck, Herbert Hoover,
Archibald MacLeish, Paul Tillich, and William Allen White.  Included also are financial
papers, meetings minutes, and internal memoranda to/from Robert D. Kohn (Fair vice-
president).

SERIES IV.  AMERICAN FAMILY PARTICIPATION
Boxes 367-371

This department conducted a “National Typical American Family Contest” in which each
State’s winner received a week’s free occupancy in one of the homes on the Fair grounds
provided by the Federal Housing Administration.  Local newspapers in each state
supervised the selection of the contestants.  The bulk of the records consist of
correspondence of the director (Joseph M. Upchurch) with newspaper publishers and
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editors, the manufacturers who furnished the homes, and with the Ford Motor Co. which
furnished transportation to the Fair; office records and photographs of family contestants.
Included in the correspondence are several biographical profiles of participating families,
a few medical reports signed by physicians attesting to the family’s health, signed
waivers, and clippings.

SERIES V.  AMERICAN JUBILEE
Boxes 372-374

The American Jubilee was a musical spectacle produced by the Fair, which combined
elements of circus, musical comedy, opera and pageant in celebrating episodes in
American history.  The records include correspondence of the general managers (Nick
Holde and John Tuerk) with performing artists and artists’ representatives, business
correspondence, production records (prop lists, wardrobe lists, and cast lists), contracts
with performers, accident reports, and financial records.  Included are numerous
professional resumes, a few photographs of performers, and correspondence with
“colored” performers seeking employment.

SERIES VI.  AMUSEMENT DEPARTMENT
Boxes 375-389

This department initiated amusement concessions, prepared specifications, supervised the
operations of the concessionaires, and served as liaison between the Fair and
concessionaires.  The records include correspondence of the chairman (H.M. Lammers)
of the amusements control committee, the director of concessions, (Rowland P. Bardell),
and the co-director of amusements (George P. Smith, Jr.) with concessionaires, especially
with operators of rides and shows.  The shows included Aquacade (Billy Rose), Crystal
Lassies (Norman Bel Geddes), Jungleland (Frank Buck), and Nyzos (Fairfield Osborn),
and with restaurateurs.  Included are meeting minutes, daily reports and bulletins of the
amusement control committee, progress and publicity reports, concession agreements,
blue-prints of site descriptions, and menus.  Some of the records concern censorship of
shows featuring dancing girls and semi-nude women.

SERIES VII.  BOARD OF DESIGN
Boxes 390-391A, 1227-1229, charter case

The board of design was responsible for the design of architecture and landscaping.  The
records include minutes of the board of design and of the committee on architecture and
physical planning, progress charts of sculpture and mural painting, photographs of
competition drawings and sculpture by Paul Manship, and plans diagrams and drawings.
Other records of the board of design are filed in the central files (codes A1.13, A1.130,
and A1.131 in boxes 7-9)

SERIES VIII.  CONCESSIONS DEPARTMENT
Boxes 392-398
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This department was responsible for food and merchandise concessions, and their
supervision.  The records include weekly concession reports (gross receipts per
concessionaire), abstracts of concession contracts and applications, rejected concession
proposals, inspection reports, minutes of the amusement area board and of the amusement
control committee, contracts relative to Winter Wonderlands, Inc.; financial records of
Sun Valley, Inc., and papers relative to Cuban village, Inc.  There is some
correspondence of the director (Maurice Mermey).  Concession agreements are filed in
boxes 971-985, in the exhibits and concessions department series noted on the addenda
section.

SERIES VIX.  CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT
Boxes 399-505

This department was responsible for site preparation, the designing, planning and
construction of all buildings, grounds, structures, bridges, electrical and transportation
facilities, intra-mural transportation, the water distribution system, landscape, and
architectural embellishments, especially in the pre-Fair period.  The records are arranged
alphabetically by subject as indicated on the container list.  The bulk of the records
consist of correspondence of the chief engineer and director of construction (Col. John P.
Hogan) and his assistants and inter- and intra-departmental memoranda.  The
correspondence is mainly with architects, contractors, civil engineers, consulting
engineers, and industrial designers.  Some correspondence is also with commissioners
general of foreign governments.  Included also are reports by consulting engineers,
addresses and speeches by Col. Hogan and other, copies of construction contracts, cost
estimates, construction change orders, inspector’s reports of work performed, blueprints,
and personnel records including recommendations for salary increases and schedules of
prevailing wage-rates for construction workers.

SERIES X. DISPLAMOR DEPARTMENT
Boxes 506-509

This department managed the displamor exhibits, which consisted of glass-fronted
displamor machines containing panel-type exhibits with recessed shelves for displaying
actual merchandise and dioramas.  The exhibits were located in the lounges of several
buildings on the Fair grounds.  The bulk of the records consist of correspondence of the
general manager and sales promotion manger. With sales representatives in the field and
with applicants for positions as sales-persons; and correspondence of the director with
exhibitors, merchandisers, service and trade organizations.  Included also are operations
reports, a list of exhibitors, data relating to budget and sales commissions, minutes of
sales meetings, form letters, photographs of displamor exhibits and other office records.

SERIES XI. DISPLAYS DEPARTMENT
Boxes 510-512

This department, which was also called the fireworks department, was responsible for the
production of fireworks displays at the Lagoon of Nations and at Fountain Lake.  The
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bulk of the records consist of housekeeping records including daily reports of fireworks
used and of weather conditions, purchase requisitions and receiving tickets, daily/weekly
costs of fireworks shows, inventories, timesheets, and wage schedules for employees.
There is some correspondence of the director (Frank. P. Duffield) with fireworks
manufacturers.

SERIES XII.  ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS DEPARTMENT
Boxes 513-516

The department operated and maintained high-tension underground electrical sub-station
and electrical systems including building and street lighting.  The records consist of
correspondence relating to exhibitors’ buildings and to the construction of the
Administration building, memoranda relating to concessionaires, field reports relating to
underground systems and transformer vaults, logs of feeder outages and calls received for
electrical engineers, contractors’ daily labor and material reports, specifications,
excavation clearances, and storehouse requisitions.

SERIES XIII. ART DEPARTMENT
Boxes 517-521

The art department was responsible for the Contemporary Arts building which exhibited
works of contemporary American painters, sculptors, and printmakers.  In striving to
represent the full range of artistic activity in America the department relied upon regional
selection committees to recommend works for exhibition.  It also conducted an exhibition
of American needlecraft.  The bulk of the records consist of correspondence of the
director (Holger Cahill), the assistant director (Elizabeth Litchfield), and the governing
and artists’ committee (Stuart Davis, John Gregory, Jonas Lie, John Taylor Arms, Eugene
Speicher, and A. Conger Goodyear).  Much of the correspondence is with artists, art
associations, art directors and museum curators.  Included also are minutes of meetings of
the governing and artists’ committee, internal memoranda, exhibition inventories, records
of art works submitted, budget reports, gathering attendance records, press releases and
publicity materials.

SERIES XIV.  FASHION DEPARTMENT
Boxes 522-523

The department conducted the “World of Fashion” exhibit in the World of Fashion
building which sought to depict the fashion industry in America in all of its aspects
including design, fabrics, beauty, accessories, furs, figure and millinery.  It also
conducted daily fashion shows and a theatre for showing fashion movies and shows.  The
records consist of correspondence of the director of fashion (Mary Lewis) et al with
manufacturers and merchandisers of women’s clothing and beauty products, records of
fashion shows, photographs of fashion model programs for the World of Fashion theatre,
press releases, clippings and expense accounts.
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SERIES XV. GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION DIVISION
Boxes 524-551

This division was responsible for relations between the Fair and foreign governments,
and state and municipal governments, and all branches of the federal government
including the United Stated World’s Fair Commission.  Its ceremonials department
handled official functions for the Fair, “national” and “state” days, and received
distinguished visitors and groups.  The bulk of the records consist of correspondence of
the director of foreign government participation (Admiral William Harrison Standley and
his assistant, E.F. Roosevelt), the director of state participation (Dennis Edward Nolan),
and the director of ceremonials (Robert J. Cottrell).  Included is correspondence with
consuls general and commissioners general of foreign governments, federal officials
including Cordell Hull, Sumner Wells, and Sol Bloom and Fair representatives abroad
including P.L. Carroll of the U.S. Asiatic Fleet reflecting his travels in Africa and the Far
East and Marcel Le Gros of the Paris office of the Fair.  Included also are participation
agreements, minutes of the advisory committee on foreign participation, printed matter
and photographs relating to the Paris Exposition of 1937, progress reports and other
records.

SERIES XVI. IMPORT AND EXPORT DEPARTMENT
Boxes 552-562

This department supervised the importing and exporting of materials of foreign exhibitors
and participants at the Fair.  It coordinated custom clearances, quarantine, shipping,
trucking, and warehouse storage.  The bulk of the records consist of correspondence of
the supervisor of import clearance (J. Gerald Cold) with foreign exhibitors and
participants, exporters, customs brokers, quarantine inspectors, customs collectors,
insurers, shippers and storage firms.  There is also a file of correspondence relative to
export matters during the closing period of the Fair.  Included are copies of official
import permits issued by the Bureau of Entomology, warehouse withdrawal permits,
invoices of shipments imported, and a customs entry register.

SERIES XVII. OFFICE MANAGER AND DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION – INFORMATION
SERVICE UNIT
Boxes 563-565; 1002-1009

The information service unit answered general queries about Fair events and exhibits
directly and by telephone and correspondence.  The records consist of printed matter
(flyers, brochures, booklets, promotional literature) arranged by name of exhibitor,
relating to his products and to his participation at the Fair.  Included are few copies of
menus.  Additional records relating to the information service are located in the Central
Files (code A1.1823, boxes 24-26).

SERIES XVIII.  INSURANCE DEPARTMENT
Boxes 566-567
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This department handled all insurance maters for the Fair, supervised insurance coverage
requirements for all participants, and handled insurance claims and settlements.  The
records consist of correspondence of the insurance director (Harold Hyer), compensation
loss reports, and copies of insurance policy agreements.

SERIES XVIX.  LABOR RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
Boxes 568-570

This department served as liaison between the Fair and labor unions and participants.
The records consist mainly of correspondence of the director of labor relations (John
McInerney) with officials of labor unions relating in part to the terms and conditions of
labor agreements.  There is some correspondence with designers and manufacturers of
uniforms together with photographs and sketches of uniforms, a few copies of
agreements with labor unions, and mounted press clippings.

SERIES XX. LEGAL DEPARTMENT
Boxes 571-640

This department handled all legal matters of the Fair.  The Fair’s general counsel, Lord,
Day, and Lord, was represented at the Fair by Herbert Brownell, Jr.  The records include
correspondence, license agreements, bond subscription agreements, leases, legal
opinions, and case records, arranged by subject.

SERIES XXI. MARITIME EXHIBIT
Box 641

This office served as liaison between the Fair and naval and maritime groups.  The
records consist of correspondence of the advisory (Capt. Laurence N. McNair, U.S.N.) of
the Fair’s maritime exhibit relating of to opening day ceremonies, tickets, invitations, and
the participation of U.S. Navy dirigibles.

SERIES XXII. OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT
Boxes 642-679

This department was responsible for the maintenance of all Fair-owned buildings and
equipment including heating, ventilation, air-conditioning, landscaping, paving, bridges,
foundations, fencing, mooring facilities, tide-gates and waterways.  Through its
participant’s service bureau it provided maintenance services to exhibitors and
participants.  It also issued building permits, maintained Fair-owned automobiles,
supervised all demolition work, and maintained laundry, dry-cleaning, and sewer
systems.  The bulk of the records consist of correspondence of the chief participants’
engineer and technical memoranda arranged in subject order.  Other records include
service orders, permits, logs, and minutes of staff meetings.
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SERIES XXIII. PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Boxes 680-691

This department handled all media publicity including radio, motion pictures newsreels,
newspapers, magazines, press associations, and trade publications.  It conducted contests
and special events, prepared and distributed posters, pamphlets and other literature,
operated a public address system and supervised all photography.  The records consist of
correspondence of the directors of motion pictures, contests, and radio and television;
speeches, radio scripts, clippings, and miscellaneous office records.  The correspondence
of the director of motion pictures (Claude R. Collins) is mainly with motion picture,
newsreel and documentary film companies and relates to the production, sale, and loan of
films relating to the Fair.  The correspondence of the director of contests (Edwin C.
Kenton) relates to limerick, beauty, talent, photo, and other contests designed to promote
the Fair.  The correspondence of the director of radio and television (John S. Young) is
chiefly with radio stations and radio broadcasts, programs and schedules.  Other records
includes a file of speeches by Grover A. Whalen made at opening days and special
events, schedules and scripts of radio programs, and clippings and itineraries of the
“Good Will” tour car which visited communities across the country in order to publicize
the Fair.

SERIES XXIV.  PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Boxes 692 - 693

This department developed educational exhibits, promoted the attendance of school and
student groups, and conducted the “Little Theatre.”  The bulk of the records consist of
correspondence of the assistant director (Virginia Burdick) with public school officials,
college and university officials, and education associations; attendance reports and other
records of the “Little Theatre.”

SERIES XXV. PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT
Boxes 694 - 696A; vols. 136-181

This department was responsible for police, fire and social welfare services. It maintained
a uniformed and plain clothes police force for the protection of visitors, a force of
uniformed fire guards and watchmen, and a force of police women.  It was responsible
for the care of lost children and stranded adults.  The bulk of the records consist of
reports, police blotters, diaries and correspondence of the director of public safety (John
J. Sullivan).  Included are bi-weekly progress reports summarizing police actions taken
which records the name, age and address of the person arrested, reason for the arrest and
disposition of the case.  Other reports concern detective investigations, building searches,
unusual occurrences, accidents, damaged property, and lost and found properties.  The
police blotters provide a daily record of duty assignments for police, foreman, and
watchmen, and a record of reports of actions taken by patrolmen.

SERIES XXVI. RESEARCH AND LIBRARY DEPARTMENT
Boxes 697 – 712
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This department collected material on other fairs, compiled research data, and assisted in
the writing of speeches and publications of the Fair.  The records consist of
correspondence of the director (Dr. Frank Monaghan), drafts of press releases, copies of
speeches by persons other than Fair officials, printed matter, progress reports,
photographs, and phonograph disc recordings.  The correspondence relates in part to the
obtaining of copies of speeches about the Fair, book orders, and the reenactment of
Washington’s inaugural journey.  The printed matter includes menus of Fair restaurants,
booklets, brochures and memorabilia of other fairs and expositions.  Included are
photographs of the Fair during construction, photographs and stereoscopic pictures of
other fairs including the Chicago World’s Fair and the World’s Colombian Exposition.
The phonograph disc recordings included recordings of speeches made by Grover A.
Whalen and miscellaneous recordings (21 discs, 12 of which are duplicates).

SERIES XXVII.  SALES AND SALVAGE DEPARTMENT
Boxes 713-713A.

This department was responsible for completing the final disposition of electrical
equipment at the termination of the Fair.  The records consist of invoices, receipts,
vouchers, and sales tickets.  Other demolition records are located in the files of the
Operations Department (boxes 675-679).

SERIES XXVIII.  SECRETARY’S OFFICE
Boxes 714-822 and 954-970

This office maintained corporate minutes, contract and certificate files, and construction
and concession bids.  The bulk of the records consist of a contract files in serial order
containing original agreements together with collateral papers including correspondence
of the secretary with Fair counsel (Lord, Day and Lord).  General counsel reviewed all
agreements, correspondence with the contracting parties, and certificates of completion of
the contracts certifying the total cost and amounts paid or due.  For construction contracts
schematic diagrams and construction change orders are included in the collateral papers.
Included is a file of records (arranged by subject) of matters approved by the president
and the board of trustees, concession bids, purchase order bids, claims records,
construction contracts, Golden key Foundation receipts, and unsorted records.  The
corporate Minutes consist of original documents signed by the Fair incorporates,
typescript and printed minutes of the board of directors, the executive and finance
committees in the period 1935 - 1942.  An index to the board of director’s minutes is
contained in boxes 1186 - 1189.  An index to the contract file is contained in boxes 1190
- 1192.

SERIES XXVIX. SPORTS DEPARTMENT
Boxes 823-831

This department maintained an exhibit of rare and colorful trophies in the Academy of
Sports building conducted contests for the best sports cartoons and the best photographs
by amateur and professional news cameramen, and conducted classes in baseball and
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football with professional athletes as instructors.  The records include correspondence of
the director (Christy Walsh) and assistant director (J.A. Bihler) with professional baseball
clubs, sports editors, press photographers, baseball fans and others; scripts of radio
broadcasts of the radio school, press releases, programs of events at the Academy of
Sports, clippings, financial and other records.

(Temple of Religion – formerly Boxes 832-834A.  These records have been removed
from the Fair records for cataloging as a separate collection).

SERIES XXX.  TOWN OF TOMORROW
Boxes 835-841

This was a Fair-owned project, which featured fifteen demonstration homes embodying
modern and traditional architectural types and the use of modern building materials,
methods and equipment.  Local merchants furnished the homes.  The records consist of
correspondence of the director (C. Stanley Taylor) and his assistant (Edward F. Wilke)
with participants including architects, interior decorators and manufacturers of building
materials, household appliances, furniture and other products.  Included are photographs
of model rooms and homes, press releases, financial and other office records.

SERIES XXXI.  TREASURY DIVISION
Boxes 842-948, vols. 1-135

The division maintained the books of the Fair and handled all financial matters.  The
records include correspondence of the treasurer. (Bayard F. Pope) and partially sorted
records of the banking, revenue control, budget, accounting auditing and insurance
departments.  Included are numerous financial ledgers, journals, registers, and blotters.

SERIES XXXII.  WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Boxes 949-953

This department was responsible for the provision of social services to Fair visitors.  It
provided facilities for the care of lost children and stranded adults, maintained patrols of
policewomen who monitored areas considered hazardous to children and women, and
provided a housing service for Fair employees. The records consist of correspondence of
the directors (Henreitta Addition and Elling Aannestad), and daily/monthly statistical
summaries of cases handled.  Included is a report on the social welfare operations of the
department during the 1939-40 seasons.

SERIES XXXIII.  ADDENDA

SECRETARY’S OFFICE
Boxes 954-970
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EXHIBITS AND CONCESSIONS DEPARTMENT
Boxes 971-1000

These records consist of copies of agreements with concessionaires arranged in two
alphabetical files and a file of copies of exhibit agreements.  Each agreement is
accompanied by collateral correspondence of the director of exhibits.  A card file index,
which records transaction relative to the agreements, is located in box 1119 of the index
card file series.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION
Box 1001

This exhibition which commemorated the one-hundredth anniversary of the first postage
stamp was held in the British Pavilion.  The records consist of correspondence of the
director (Ernest A. Kehr) with stamp clubs (and others) and miscellaneous office records
including receipt for stamps returned.

OFFICE MANAGER AND DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION
Boxes 1002-1009

Described above.

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT
Boxes 1010-1011

Includes general correspondence and internal memoranda of Howard A. Flanigan and a
file of bids for the salvaging and demolition of Fair properties.

PRESS RELEASES
Boxes 1012-1045

The press releases were issued by the press department of the promotion and
development division between 1935-1940.  The bulk of the releases are arranged in
chronological/serial order and are in mimeograph form.  A calendar of the releases is
contained in box 1129.  Included is a file of releases arranged by subject, copies of
speeches delivered at opening days and special events, drafts of releases, unnumbered
and unsorted releases, and releases of the department of feature publicity.

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Boxes 1046-1083

The clippings are arranged by subject and chronologically.  Most are mounted on loose
sheets, with some in scrapbooks, loose-leaf binders or bound within folders.  There is
also a large mass of unsorted clippings.  Most of the subject clippings are from the press
of New York City and Long Island.
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PHOTOGRAPHS
Boxes 1084-1127

The photographs are arranged in a subject file of positive prints (8x10”), and three files of
film negatives of varying sizes (4x5”, 5x7”, 8x9¾” and 11½ x14”) in serial orders.  The
positives are identified (on verso) and many carry a caption on a narrow strip of paper
affixed to the bottom edge of the photograph.  The positives are also identified by serial
number making it possible to locate the corresponding negative.  There is no separate
index, however, for the files of negatives.

INDEX CARD FILE
Boxes 1128-1202

The bulk of the index card files consist of a master card file index to the records of the
central files.  Each card, which is filed alphabetically by name of individual or
organization, contains the classification code number, folder title, and date of the
document cited.  With the aid of the container list the number of the container containing
the code number may be located.  When the code number is contained in more than one
box, each box must be searched for the appropriate folder title.  This master index
includes only the central files; it does not include the other departmental files.  There are
separate indices to the minutes of the board of directors, the contract files and other files.

UNSORTED RECORDS
Boxes 1203-1211

These records require sorting and inter-filing within existing series.

PRINTED MATTER
Boxes 1212-1229

Includes unsorted Fair publications and oversized materials of the board of design.

ROTARY REFERENCE FILES
Boxes 1230-1233

These files consist of reference cards originally displayed on a rotary file for quick
reference.  The cards are arranged in two alphabetical files (for 1939 and 1940) and
contain formation in summary form about individuals and organizations and associations
with or doing business with the Fair.

CANCELLED CHECKS AND PAYROLL SHEETS
Boxes 1234-1274

These are records of the treasury division.
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Audiocassette List
(Order by control number)

Control
#

Title Description Date Length

01622 "Circus Band #1" Circus music that was played at the fair. 1939 4:30

01623 "Circus Band #2” Circus music played at the fair. 4/28/39 4:00

01639 "Dawn of a New
Day”

This is a musical piece. 4/29/38 5:30

01624 Educational Tour
for NY School
Children

Grover A. Whaler, president of the World's
Fair gives a speech on  the commemoration of
the inauguration of George Washington.
Walter also tells the students what they can
expect at the fair.

4:05

01625 Education Tour for
NY School, pt. 2

Grover A. Whaler talks to the children of the
NY School about the World's Fair and what it
has to offer them.

nd 4:26

01626 "Finale of the Fair,
1940"

This is an address given by Mr. Harvey D.
Gibson, Chairman of the
Board, makes a presentation at the fair.

1940 5:20

01693 "Grover A. Whalen
Speech"

Grover A. Whalen speaks about the building
of the World of Tomorrow at the World's
Fair.

nd 15:00

01694 "LSX, Buenos
Aires"

Host Grover A. Whalen of WJZ in New York
talks with people in
Argentina over the wire about the upcoming
World's Fair.

12/10/37 28:45

01637 "Phil Bennet & His
Electrons"

Phil Bennet and his Electrons are a musical
group who play a
number of selections.

nd 15:00

01695 "WJZ " This program originated from Paris where
Yvonne Delbos speaks on the World's Fair.
She is speaking French, which is translated.
The program was broadcast on WJZ radio in
New York with host Grover A. Whalen.

5/5/37 11:40
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Container No. 
Central Files - Administration 
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AO. - A0.3 
A0-3 - A0-60 ~ F Y I  10 LJ-uAL 
A0.60 - A1.00 &a--+-- 
A1-030 - Al-1 u) 
A1.10 - Al.11 
A1.100 
A1-12 - A1-13 
A1.13 
A1-13 - A1.14 
A1-14 - A1-151 
A1.151 - A1-152 
A1.152 
A1.152 
A1-152 - A1-1520 
A1-1520 - A1.154 
A1.154 - A1-161 
A1-161 - A1-171 
Al.171 

A1-180 - A1-182 
Al.182 
A1.1823 - A1.1822 i' 

A1.1823 
hl.1823 
A1-1823 - A1.1824 
A1-1324 - A1.1826 
A1-1826 - A1.19 
Al- 19 - A1-2 
A1.2 
A1-20 - A1.4 
A1.4 
A1.4 - A3- 
A3.0 - A4- 
A4. - A4-0 
A4-0 - A6. 
A6. 

central Files - construction 
C. - CO.01 
C0.2 - C1. 
C1. 
C1.0 
C1.3 - C1.010 



Container No. 
Central Files - construction 

C1.02 
C1.02 - C1.1 
C1.1 - C1.5 
~1.5 - C1.6 
C1.6 - (21.7 
C1.7 - C2-0 
C2.0 - C2.3 
C2.3 - C2-4 
~2.5 - C2-500 
C2.500 - C2-502 
C2.502 - C2-593 

' C2.503 - C2-510 
C2.511 - C3.112 
C3.113 - C3.403 
C3.41 - C3.84 
C3.84 - C4-106 
C4.11 - C4.121 

Central Files - Maintenance 
MO. - M1.0 
M1.100 - M1.l 
M1.1 - M1-20 
M1.20 - M1.21 
M1.3 - M1.400 
M1.401 - M1-42 
~ 1 4 2  - MI-44 
M1.5 - M1-51 
M1.51 - M1.60 
M1.60 - M1.61 
M1.61 - ~1.610 
M1.610 - M1-7 
M1.7 - M1-90 
M1.91 - M2- 
M2- - M2-10 
M2.11 - M2-4 

central Files - ~artici2ation 
?. 
P. - PO.0 
TO. 1 
y0.1 - po.3- 
P0.3 
 PO,^ - ?1. 



Container No. 
central Files - Particidation 

P1.210 - P1.23 
P1.23 - P1.300 
P1-300 - P1.302 
P1.31 - P1.400 
P1.401 - P1.41 
P1.42 - P1-43 
P1-44 - P1.50 
P1.50 - P1.500 
P1-500 - PI-501 
P1-501 - 
P1.501 - P1.504 
~1.51 - ~1.5il 
P1-511 - P1-512 
P1.512 - P1.513 
P1.52 - p1.521 
71.521 - P1-530 
21 -530 
P1.530 - P1-5300 
PI. 5300 
Pl.531 
P1.531 - P1.532 
P1.532 - P1.534 
P1-534 - P1-536 
21.537 - P1.5404 
P1-5405 - P1-5420 
P1-5420 - P1.5421 
P1-5421 - P1.5426 
Pl.5427 - P1-5430 
P1-5431 - 11.6 
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