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Selected Checklist

The following works, all represented in the exhibition, are key primary sources and illustrated repositories 
of contemporary and historical dress that greatly influenced the study of costume design. Unless indicated 
otherwise, these publications are held by the Art & Architecture Collection, The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach 
Division of Art, Prints and Photographs. 
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Above and above right: 
Details from: “France 

XVIIIe—Le beau monde.” 
Chromolithograph by 

Auguste Racinet, from his: 
Le costume historique, vol. 

5 (Paris, 1888). Wallach 
Division, Art & Architecture 

Collection

Public Programs

Inspired by A Rakish History of Men’s Wear, the 
Humanities and Social Sciences Library’s fall series 
of free lectures and classes, “Reflections of the Cul-
ture: Fashions, Styles, and Trends,” explores the 
ideas of “fashion” and “style” in the broadest sense. 
Programs include:

“Reform Dressing: Garments and Banners of  
the Suffrage Campaigns in England and the  
United States” • September 12 at 6 p.m.; Novem- 
ber 14 at 3:15 p.m.

“Gentlemen Prefer Black: A Rakish History of  
Men’s Wear” • September 13, October 11, Novem- 
ber 8, and December 13 at 12:30 p.m.

“Selling Style: A History of New York Fashion  
Merchandising” • September 20 at 3:15 p.m.;  
October 18 at 6 p.m.

“Fashion on the Map: Exploring National Dress  
as Decoration on Antique Maps” • September 26, 
December 19, and January 17 at 6 p.m.;  
October 26 at 3:15 p.m.

“Researching Costume and Fashion History” • 
October 6 and November 3 at 12:30 p.m.

“Fashion on Stage” • October 17 at 3:15 p.m.;  
December 12 at 6 p.m.

For more information and a complete listing  
of programs, visit www.nypl.org/research/ 
chss/southcourt.

The Library Shop

The Library Shop (www.thelibraryshop.org) at  
the Humanities and Social Sciences Library is open 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday, 11 a.m.–6 p.m.; 
Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; and Sunday,  
1–5 p.m.; the Shop at the Mid-Manhattan Library  
is open Monday–Friday, 11 a.m.–5 p.m. For more 
information or to place an order, call 212.930.0641. 
Library donors receive a 10 percent discount in the 
Shop and online.

Docent Tours

Free public tours of this exhibition are conducted 
Tuesday through Saturday at 3:30 p.m. Groups of 
ten or more people must make reserved group tour 
arrangements; call 212.930.0501. Reserved group 
tour fees are $7 per person ($5 for seniors). There  
is no charge for full-time students.

Hours and General Information

The exhibition is open during regular Library hours. 
For information on hours, current and upcoming 
exhibitions, programs, and services at The New  
York Public Library, call 212.869.8089 or visit the 
Library’s website at www.nypl.org.

On the cover: The rakish gentleman on the cover is a composite of details from the images above (all from  
the Wallach Division, Art & Architecture Collection). Left to right: (1) “Noble Arabe.” Colored engraving by 
Auguste Wahlen, from: Moeurs, usages et costumes de tous les peuples du monde … (Brussels, 1843–44);  
(2) “Louis XIV.” Hand-colored etching by Raphaël Jacquemin, from his: Iconographie générale et méthodique  
du costume du 4e au 19e siècle, vol. 3 (Paris, 1869); (3) “Upper-class Peloponnese.” Illustration by Nikolaou 
Sperling, from: Athens. Benaki Museum, Hellenic National Costumes (Athens, 1948); (4) “Two Suits of Black 
Armour, A.D. 1534.” Hand-colored etching and aquatint by Samuel Rush Meyrick, from his: A Critical Inquiry 
into Antient Armour …, vol. 2 (London, 1842). 

All items illustrated in this brochure are from  
The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of  
Art, Prints and Photographs.

 *For sale in The Library Shop

This exhibition  
is dedicated  
to the memory of  
Richard Martin,  
costume historian 
extraordinaire.
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